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PKEFACE TO EEVISED EDITION. 



This edition of this book is as compre- 
hensive and as trustworthy as I have been 
able to make it. A cursory glance will con- 
vince any one at all acquainted with the sub- 
ject that I have taken pains in preparing it. 

The words I have added — about one thou- 
sand in number — I have slowly collected 
during the last twelve years ; and I believe 
there are few words often mispronounced that 
will not here be found. 

I am much indebted to Mr. Francis A. 
Teall, the accomplished English scholar, for 
his kindly assistance in making the changes 
and emendations necessary to have the book 
conform to the latest and most approved 
usage. 

New York, December, 1893, 
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PEEFACE TO FIRST EDITION. 



This little book has been made for the 
use of those who aim to have their practice 
in speaking English conform to the most ap- 
proved orthoepical usage. 

This aim has always been esteemed a 
worthy ambition, and will continue to be so 
esteemed as long as the manner in which one 
speaks his mother-tongue is looked upon as 
showing more clearly than any other one 
thing what his culture is, and what his asso- 
ciations are and have been. 

It is not expected that any one who has 
given special attention to the subject of Eng- 
lish orthoepy will agree with the author in 
every particular; but those who look at all 
carefully at what he has done, will see that he 
has taken some pains, and, further, that on a 
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few points he hazards an impression of his 
own. Instance what he says about the slurring 
of the pronouns, and about the sound of the 
vowels, especially o, when standing under a 
rhythmical accent. 

The object in view has been as much to 
awaken an interest in the subject-matter as to 
teach. 

The pronunciation of the foreign names 
that will be found in their alphabetical places, 
and that are frequently mispronounced, will 
not, it is thought, make the book less accept- 
able to any, while it will perhaps make it 
more acceptable to some. 

Those who discover that the same things 
are said in a plurality of places, will kindly 
remember that repetition is the only sure road 
to mental acquirement. 

Suggestions and criticisms are solicited, 

with the view of profiting by them in future 

editions. 

A. A. 

J^BW York, October^ 1880, 
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KEY TO THE PRONUNCIATION. 



ft, long as in hale, gr&y, fate. 

&, sJiort " p&d, fat, h&ve, r&iu 

&, long he/ore r " f&re, p&ir, be&r. 

&^ Italian " f&r, £lther, c&lm. 

a, intermediate " fast, grasp, branch. 

9, hroad " f ^, wftlk, b^ul. 

a, ohwure " liar, hesitancy. 

6, long " m§te, s6al, 6ve. 

6, short ** mSn, mftt, s611, fSrry. 

6, like d ** hftir, thftre, whftre. 

e, like d " obey, prey, eight. 

e " her, herd, fern, verge. 

e, obscure. " brier, fuel, celery. 

I, loTig " pine, ice, fire, file. 

X, short " miss, pin, fill, mirror. 

i, like long e ** mien, machine, police. 

I, short and obtuse " sir, fir, thirsty, bird. 

i, obscure " ruin, elixir, ability. 

6, long " note, f5al, 5ld. 

6, short " n6t, 6dd, resdlve. 

6, like short u " son, done, other, won, 

0, like long oo ** move, prove, d^. 
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5, like short oo as in bOsom, wdlf, wdinaii« 

6, lyroad^ like a " n6r, f6rm, 86rt, 8t6rkr 

o, obscure. " major^ confess, felony 

00, long " moon, food, booty. 

06, sTiort, ,] ". wool, foot, gdod. 

a, long " tube, ttine, use, late, 

il, 87iort " ttb, nt*t, iis, htirry. 

u, like long 00 " rule, trije, rumor. 

^ like short 00 " ball, pilsh, ptlt. 

ti, short and obtuse " fir, iirge, conciir. 

u, obscure " sulphur, deputy. 

y, long " style, lyre, fly. 

y, s?iort " sylvan, cyst, lyric. 

y, sTiort and obtuse " myrrh, myrtle. 

oi or oy (unmarked) " oil, join, moist, oyster. 

on or ow (unmarked) " out, hound, owl. 

^, softj like 8 sharp " cede, cite, mercy. 

•e, hard, like h " -eall, «oneur, success. 

Ch, soft, like sh " chaise, marchioness. 

•eh, hard, like lb " chorus, eebo, disti«h« 

g, hard " get, tiger, begin. 

g, soft, like j " gem, engine, elegy. 

§, soft, like 2 " ha§, amuge, rogeate* 

th, soft, flat, or vocal " this, the, smooth. 

$, like gz " ejist, e$ert, auxiliary. 

The letter g, when used in representing the pronunci- 
ation of French words, simply indicates that the 
preceding consonant has a nasal utterance. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VOWELS ALIKE IN SOUND. 



& in fate, like e in they. 
tk in f4ir, like ^ in tb^re. 
§ in f^U, like 6 in f6rm. 
a in liar, like e in brier, i in elixir, o in major, 
and u in snlphur. 

3 in m3te. like I in machine, 
e in her, like I in sir, o in w3rm, A in ftir, 
and ^ in myrrh. 

I in pine, like y in style. 
i in pin, like y in sylvan. 

6 in n5t, like a in what. 

g in mQve, like oo in moon, and u in rule. 

d in w'dlf, like do in wool, and tl in ptlslu 

H in tiib, like 6 in son. 
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THE ORTHOfiPIST. 



This vowel is pronounced a as a letter, but a 
as a word, except when 'emphatic. Then it has 
its full name sound. Thus : I said Cleveland is 
a large town, not the large town of Ohio. In 
the languages of Continental Europe it usually 
has a sound like a in far or father, or — especial- 
ly in French — ^like a m ant, branch, grass, etc. 

The indefinite article a is a contraction of 
an, and should be used instead of an before all 
words, without exception^ beginning with a con- 
sonant sound. 

Aaron — Ar'un. 

ftb'gr-tis. 

That has been done for this word that should 
be done for all foreign words that we use, as 
soon as practicable : it has been fully Angli- 
cized. The more English we make our English 
the better English it is. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 

w 
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abaHoir (Fr.)'— ab'a'twar'. 
-^ ab-ba'tial. 1 

ab-do'men; abb-dOm'i-nal. 
-Ab'Gr-crom-by. 
Abergavemiy — ^ab'er-g6n-ne. See St. 

John. 
ab'ject; a,b'ject-ly. 
ab'ject-nSss. 
ab'sQ-ltite, not -lut. 
ab-s6ru-:to-iy. 

The dictionaries say that the penultimate o 
in such words as declamatory^ migratory^ in- 
ventory^ matrimony^ dedicatory^ derogatory^ na- 
tatory, category^ parsimo7iy^ piscatory^ postu- 
latory, prefatory^ preservatory^ territory^ etc., 
etc., is or should be pronounced like short (u) 
or obscure (u) u ; that is, like o in major^ actor^ 
factor^ etc. * Is this true? The penultimate o 
of these words falls, without an exception, under 
a rhythmical accent, which naturally does and 
should bring out, in no small degree, the quality 
of the vowel, though not in the same degree that 
it is brought out when standing under a primary 
accent. And yet it would be as much in har- 
mony with the spirit of the language to bslj pre- 
servatory, making the o as long as the penulti- 
mate in protozoic, as it is to slur it to the 
extent we naturally do in syllables where it has 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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11 



no accent whatever, as, for example, in protector^ 
protectorship^ rector, rectorship, rectory, etc. It 
18 safe to assert that it is only those specially 
schooled to slur this a that pronounce it accord- 
ing to the dictionary marking. There are many 
that say matrimony, and a lew that say inven- 
tory ; but there are probably none, in this coun- 
try at least, that are consistent and uniformly 
suppress this o in the whole long list of words 
in which it is found. To do so is to take some- 
thing from whatever of sonorousness the lan- 
guage naturally has, as all languages are sonorous 
in proportion to their wealth in vowel-sounds. 
See antinomy. 

ab-s6lve', or g,b-s6lve'. 

ab-s6rb', not -z6rb'. 

^b-ste'mi-oiis. 

ftb'stract-ly. 

g,b-striise', not -strus'. 

A-by'dos, not &h'. 

acacia — a-ka'she-a, or a-ka'. 

flc-g,-de'mi-an. 

flc'cSnt, noun. 

ac-c6nt', verb ; ac-c6nt'ed. 

ac-cSpt'a-ble. 

In Walker's time this word was accented on 
the first syllable by the majority of the better 
speakers. 

Bee Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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dc'c^BBy or §LC-c6ss'. 

The first marking is preferred by the later 
orthoepists, and is sanctioned by our most care- 
ful speakers. 



ac-c6s's9-ry, or ftc'ces-so-ry. 

Ease of utterance has shifted the accent from 
the first to the second syllable, where it ¥dll re- 
main. 

gx3-cli'mate ; ac-cli'maL-tize. 
ac-c6st', not -kawst'. 

The of this word, though so marked, is not 
really as short as the o in not. Short o is slightly 
prolonged when followed by jf, ft, ss^ st^ or thj 
as in 8ff^ s8ft^ crdss^ c8st^ broth ; also, in many 
words where it is followed by n or final Tig^ as in 
gSne, begdnoj I6ng^ pr6ng^ sdng, strdng, thong^ 
thrdng^ wrdng. The extreme short sound, in these 
words, is as much to be avoided as the full broad 
sound of a, as in haul^ which in this country is 
so frequently heard. 

accompt — ac-count'. 
9,c-cou'tre, not -cow'-, 
ac-crue', not -cru'. 

U preceded by r or the sound of sh or of zh 
in the same syllable often becomes oo, as in 
rude, rumor, rule, ruby, sure, issue. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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flc'cu-rate, not ak'er-6t. 

Vowels in syllables standing next to accented 
syllables are generally obscure ; there are, how- 
ever, a considerable number of vowels so situ- 
ated, and that Worcester marks obscure, that 
properly receive their long sound somewhat short- 
ened. Of these, u is the one most frequently 
met with. Giving these vowels their full long 
sound has the same effect that it has to make 
the pronouns, articles, prepositions, and con- 
junctions too prominent : it makes the speaker 
appear pedantic and self-conscious. He speaks 
best whose manner of speaking is least noticed. 
A few of the words in which this peculiar vowel 
appears are accurate, adwlation, deputize, emo\u- 
ment, occupation, occwpy, partic^/lar, perpen- 
dict^lar, and st^perior. U thus situated is some- 
times obscure ; in disputant and disputable, for 
example. See opinion^ also licentiate. 

acephalous — a-s6f'a-lus. 

ile'e-tate. 

9rc6t'ic. 

a<5'me, or ^'me. 

a'cpm, or a'c6m. 

In deference to Dr. J. Thomas, I change not 
here to or. 

acoustics — a-koos'tiks. 
Nearly all the orthoepists mark the ou of this 
See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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word ow^ while nearly the whole English-speak- 
ing world, as far as my observation goes, pro- 
nounce it Gb, Many persons boldly pronounce 
it 00, knowing that the authorities are against 
them. Squalor is another word treated in like 
manner. I am of opinion that this manual has 
heretofore been in error in condemning, in com- 
mon with the dictionaries, tlie well-nigh univer- 
sal mode of pronouncing this word. If usage 
and not the orthoepists make the law, then it is 
the duty of The Orthoepist to sanction and not 
to condemn a-koos'tiks. A-kows'tiks, one of 
The Orthoepist's critics very justly says, " is a 
most unlovable pronunciation.'' 

acquiesce — ftk-we-Ss'. 

§rcr6ss', not a-krawst'. 

^rcrfts'tic, not ai-kraws'tic. See accost. 

Actaeon — ak-te'on, not ak'te-on. 

fic'tor, not dc'tdr. 

a-cti'men, n^t dk'u-men. 

ftd-a-mdn-te'an. 

ftd-a-mdn'tine. 

M-ap-ta'tion. 

ad-dr6s8', both the nowrt a/nd the verb. 

ad-duce'. 

When, in the same syllable, long u is pre- 
ceded by one of the consonants d^ t, Z, w, 5, or 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. H. 
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thy it is not easy to introduce the sound of y ; 
hence careless speakers omit it, pronouncing 
duty^ dooty; tune^ toon; lute^ loot; nuisance^ 
noosance, etc. And yet to make the u in these 
words as clear and perfect as in mute^ cube, etc., 
is over-nice, and consequently smacks of ped- 
antry. The two extremes should be avoided 
with equal care. 

a-dSpt', not fid'ept. 
gd-he'sive, not -zive. 
4d'i-p6se, or M-i-p6se', not -poz. 
9rd-jSc-tiVai.l. 

There is abundant authority for accenting 
the first syllable, but it is hoped that no one 
will be inclined to follow it. 

ad'jec-tive-ly. 

fid'mi-r^rble ; fid'mi-rgrbly. 

ild'mi-ral-ty, not ad-mi-ral'ty. 

adobe (Sp.) — grdo'ba. 

A-do'nis. 

adulation — ad-yu-lft'shun. 

Worcester and three or four others mark this 
word dd'dU'ld'tion — a treatment of the first two 
syllables that is very extraordinary. 

a-dtilt', not M'tdt. 

See Key to ProDunciation, p. 6. 
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?d-vance', not ad-vance', nor ^d-vftnce'. 

The fifth sound of a, called the intermediate^ 
Is found chiefly in monosyllables and dissyllables. 
At the beginning of this century these words 
were generally pronounced with the full Italian 
a, which by the exquisites was not unfrequently 
exaggerated. This Walker undertook to change, 
and to that end marked the a of words of this 
class like the a in man^fdt^ dt^ etc. The inno- 
vation, however, met with only partial success. 
Webster and Worcester both opposed it. Now, 
there is a general disposition to unite in some in- 
termediate sound between the broad a in father ^ 
which is rarely, and the short & in at^ which is 
frequently, heard in this country. Some of the 
words in which a now receives this intermediate 
sound are : advantage^ after ^ aghast^ alas, amass, 
alabaster, Alexander, ariswer, ant, asp, ass, bask, 
basket, blanch, blast, branch, brass, cask, casket, 
cast, castle, chaff, chance, chant, clasp, class, 
contrast, craft, dance, draft, draught, enchant, 
enhance, example, fast, flask, gantlet, gasp, ghast- 
ly, glance, glass, graft, grant, grasp, grass, hasp, 
iance, lass, last, mask, mass, mast, mastiff, nasty, 
pant, pass, past, pastor, pasture, plaster, prance, 
quaff, raft, rafter, rasp, sample, shaft, slander, 
slant, staff, task, trance, vast, waft. 

adventure — g,d-v6nt'yur. 

This is Worcester's marking. Webster marks 
the u lon^. My preference for the obscure u 
here, and in many other similar cases, is most 
decided. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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fid'verse, not ad-verse', nor ^d-vArse'. 
idVer-tige, or ftd-ver-tige', not ad-ver'tis. 
^-ver'tige-mSnt. 

The vowel e before r in a monosyllable or an 
accented syllable in which the r is not followed 
by a vowel or by another r, and in derivatives 
of such words — especially when the syllable re- 
tains its accent, as in herd^ def^r^ concern^ ma- 
tern-al — has an intermediate sound between u in 
murrain and e in ferry. The careless are wont 
to give the e in such words the full sound of u 
in murrain^ as murcy for mercy ^ f urn for fern^ 
etc. It is less guttural than the former and less 
palatal than the latter. It is heard in ermine^ 
verge, prefer, earnest, learn, discern, fertile, 
fervent, fervid, perch, perfect, perfidy, perfume, 
perjure, permeate, serpent, service, terse, verb, 
verdant, verdict, vermin, vernal, verse, versify, 
her, herb, hermit, hearse, certain, dervis, germ, 
merchant, mercury, merge, mermaid, nerve, ad- 
versity, etc. The sound is heard in four other 
vowels: in the i of bird, birth, mirth, first, vir- 
gin, thirsty, girl, gird, girdle, etc. ; in the o of 
word, world, worth, worm, work, worship, worst, 
worthy, etc. ; in the u of murder, murky, mur- 
mur, purl, purpose, purple, purse, pursy, cur, 
curd, curdle, curl, durst, fur, furl, furnish, 
further, furlong, surf, surface, surgeon, surly, 
turf, turoot, turbid, turn, turkey, turtle, urge, 
urn, urgent, urchin, etc.; and in the y of 
myrrh, myrtle, and myrmidon. Also heard in 



See Key to Prominciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



18 



some unaccented syllables, as in adverb^ ad- 
verse, etc. 

M'ver-tig-er. 

This is not the dictionary pronunciation, but 
it is that of universal usage. No one, I think, 
ever accents the penult of this word ; we never 
hear any one speak of the Commercial Ad- 
ver^i^er. 

^-ne'as of Troy, 
^'ne-as of Corintli. 

a'er-ate; a'er-at-ed. 

a-e'ri-al. 

aerie — e're, or ^'re. 

a'er-i-fdrm. 

a'er-i-fy. 

a'er-o-lite. 

a-er-6m'e-ter. 

a'er-o-naut. 

SBsthetic — 6s-tli6t'ic. 

affaire d'amour (Fr.) — af far' da'mor'. 

afflnxion — af-fltik'shun. 

Af-ghftn-is-tan'. 

aforesaid — a-for'sSd. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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again — ^flt-gSn'; against — gi-ggnst'. 

The usual sound of the diphthong at is that 
of long a. The principal exceptions are in said^ 
saith^ again^ and against^ where it has the sound 
of short e ; in plaid and raillery^ where it has 
the sound of short a ; in aisUy where it has the 
sound of long i ; and in final unaccented sylla- 
bles, as in fountain^ curtain^ etc., where it has 
the sound of short or obscure i. 

§rgape', or ^rgftpe'. 

Ag-9rp6m'9-ne. 

a-gaVe. 

a'ged (adjectwe)^ not fijd, except in 

compound words. 

fig'grain-dize. 

9g-gr^'dize-m6nt, or 4g'gran-dize-ment. 

agile — &]% Tiot ftj'il, no7' a'jil. 

Ag'in-court. 

ftg-ri-ctilt'u-rfst, not -u-ral-ist. 

ailantus — a-Mn'tus, not -thus. 

ftil'ment, not -munt. 

In pronouncing such terminal, unaccented 
syllables as ment^ cent, ance, ence, stant, ent, al, 
less, ness, etc., it is as important to avoid making 
the quality of the vowel too apparent as it is to 
avoid saying munt, sunt, unce, stunt, unt, ul. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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luss^ nus8, etc. If the one is slovenly and yul- 
gar, the other is pedantic and affected. 

Aix-la-Chapelle — aks'-la-slia'p6l'. 

Ajaccio — a-yat'cli6. 

fil'a-bas-ter, not al-a-bfls'ter. 

grlas'. 

k I'anglaise^ — a' lang'glaz'. 

9.1-bi'no. 

9,1-bu'men, not ftrbu-men. 

fil'co-rdn, not al-co'ran. 

dl'cove, or g,l-c6ve'. 

aldine — 3l'dln, or al'din. 

Al'der-ney. 

Al-ex-An'drine, or fil-egz% 

ftl'ge-bra, not -brft. 

dl'ge-bra-ist, or fil-ge-bra'ist. 

The second is the marking both of Webster 
and Worcester in all except their later unabridged 
editions, which accent the first syllable. 

ali-as, n^t a-li'as. 

alien — ^aVyen, not a'li-en. 

alienate — ^ryen-at. 

The syllable-lovinff Kenrick and Perry pro- 
nounced this word dle-en-dt. See bestial 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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gl-le'giaLUce. 



Webster's dictionary has always made this a 
word of four syllables, the later unabridged edi- 
tions excepted. 

^'le-go-rist. 

allegro — g^l-le'gro, or g,Ma'gr6. 

al-l6p'artliy ; al-l6p'a-tliist. 

al-ltide', not -lijd. See adduce. 

^l-ly' ; i>^v aLl-lieg'. 

This noun is frequently pronounced &Vly^ in 
accordance with the general custom of changing 
the accent of words used both as nouns and 
Terbs. But Walker shows that this is a violation 
of a stronger analogy, since "it is a universal 
rule to pronounce y like e in a final unaccented 
syllable." Therefore this accentuation is errone- 
ous, and it is altogether unauthorized. 

almond— a'mund. 

alms — ^amz, Tiot almz, nor ftmz. 

gl-p^'a, nx)t al-a-p4k'a. ^ 

alpine — Arpin, or (better ?) -pin. 

al'so, not Ol'so. 

fil-ter-ca'tiQn, nx)t al-, hut al- as m alum. 

^1-ter'nate, noun and adj,j not al-. 

arter-nate, or ^1-ter'nate, verb. 
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^.l-ter^n^-tive, not al-. 
g,-lu'mi-iiiim, not a-lft'-. 
gl-ve'o-lar, or fil've-p-lg^r. 
9,l-ve'9-late, or al've-9-late. 
al'ways, 710^ arwuz, nor orwuz. 
amateur — a'ma-tur'. 

As many ways have been set down for pro- 
nouncing this word in English as there nave 
been English dictionary-mtuters. The fact is, 
the exact sound of the last syllable can not be 
represented with any characters we have at com- 
mand. This word is semi- Anglicized. 

In pronouncing French, it is of the first im- 
portance to bear in mind that it is a compara- 
tively unaccented language ; that the difference 
in the quantity of the syllables is due rather to 
a prolongation of the vowel-sounds of the long 
syllables than to their receiving a greater stress 
of voice. 

ftm'ber-gris. 

There is a class of words, mostly of French 
and Italian origin, in which i retains the long 
sound of c; as, ambergris^ antique^ bombazine, 
capuchin, caprice, critique, gabardine, haber- 
dine, quarantine, ravine, routine, fascine, fa- 
tigue, intrigue, machine, magazine, murine, 
palanquin, pique, police, tambourine, tontine^ 
oblique, etc. Brazil, chagrin, and invalid for- 
merly belonged in this list ; now, however, they 
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if not universally, pronounced 
rt. 

ambrosia — am-bro'zhe-a, or am-bro'zha. 

ameliorate — a-mel'yo-rate. 

a'mftn'. 

This is the only word in the language that 
has necessarily two consecutive accents. Walker. 
— A number of compound words are to be ex- 
cepted ; as, back-slide^ strong-hold, way-lay, etc. 
Worcester. — The first syllable, however, of these 
words receives more stress than the second, hence 
it is hardly proper to say that they have two 
consecutive accents. 

a-me'na-ble, not a-m6n'-. 

amende honorable (French) — a'mOngd' 

6n'6'ra-br. 

a-m6n'i-ty, not 9,-me'ni-. 

amour (Anglicized French) — a-mor'. 

amour propre (Fr.) — a'mor' prtipr^ 

g^n-deh'ro-nigm. 

an-c6s'trail. 

Ease of utterance has transferred this accent 
from the first to the second syllable. 

anchor — tog'kur. 
an-cho'vy 
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ancient — ^ftn'shent, Tiot fin'-. 

to'cil-la-ry, not an-cil'. 

An-dr6m'e-da. 

andiron — dnd'i-um. 

aneurism — ^ftn'u-rizm. 

fin'ec-do-taL 

anew — ^rnu', not a-nu^ 

angel — ^an'jel, not an'jl, nor fin'jtiL 

angular — ^dng'gu-lar. 

dn-i-mal'cule, pl.j dn-i-mfircules. 

fin-i-mfil'cu-ltim (L.^jpl.j fin-i-mfircu-la. 

an-ni'hi-late, not an-ni'late. 

annunciate — an-nlin'she-at. 

anonymous — a-nftn'e-mtis, not -wi-mtts. 

g,n-6th'er, not a-ntith'-. 

an'swer. See advance. 

ant, Tiot dnt. 

antarctic — fint-ark'tic, not -art'ic. 

4n-te-pe-ntilt'. 

There is no authority for saying An-te-pSnUU ; 
6till, that is what the recognized pronunciation 
of this word will be sooner or later, probably. 
We already have authority for saying pe'nult^ 
instead of pe-wUlf, 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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ftn'ti, not 4ii'ti 

ftn'ti-mo-ny. 

9,n-ttii'9-my. 

The penultimate o of these two words, it will 
be seen, is marked in both cases alike — i. e., ac- 
cording to the dictionaries. Who will contend 
that the sound of the vowel is, or should be, the 
same in both words? In the first word it is the 
Towel of a long syllable ; in the second, of a short 
one. See absolutory, 

an-ttp'o-daiL 

ftn-ti-po'de-an. 

an-tip'o-deg, not to'ti-podz. 

anxiety — ang-zi'e-ty. 

anxious — ^gk'shus. 

a'p6x, n^t a,p'ex. 

Aph-ro-di'te. "i, 

dp'i-ceg. 

9rpOd'o-sis. 

apologue — ^iip'o-l6g. 

apostle — a-p6s'sL 

4p-9-the'o-sis, n^t dp-o-the-o'sis. 

dp-9-the'9-size. 

4p-p^ra'tus, or dp-pgrra'tus. 

See Key to Pronimciation p. 6. 
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ap-pAr'ent, not ap-pir'ent. 

aip-pSriate, not 4p'. 

g,p-p6n'di-ces. 

appreciation — ap-pre-she-a'shun. 

ap-pr6n'tice, not ap-prin'tis. 

dp'pro-ba-tive. 

a'pri-c6t, not ftp'ri-c6t. 

apron — ^a'pum, or a'prun. 

Though a large majority of the authorities, 
and the best current usage, favor the first pro- 
nunciation, it will not be denied that it looks 
very like a corruption. 

k propos (Fr.) — a pro'po'. 

dp'ti-tude, not -tud. 

The u of altitude^ amplitude^ assiduity^ as- 
sume, attitude, astute, attribute (the noun), etc., 
has its long sound slightly abridged. The care- 
less generally pronounce it u. See adduce. 

aqueduct — ^ak'we-dtikt. 

aquiline — a,k'we-Kn, or -lin. 

The authorities and usage are divided with 
respect to the i of this and a few other words, 
alkaline, uterine, etc. 

Arab, not A'rdb. 
Ar'a-bic, not A-ra'bic. 

See Key to Pronunciation^ p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



27 



Sr-bii'tus. 



In the latest edition of Webster's dictionary 
the accentuation of this word, to make it accora 
with the Latin, is changed from that recom- 
mended here to ar'bu-tus. Usage and authority, 
however, not only in English but also in Ger- 
man, decidedly favor placing the accent on the 
penult, which is certainly the more euphonious 
accentuation to the English ear, and the one 
that undoubtedly will prevail. 

ar'^ha-igm. 

archangel — ark-fin'jeL 

When arch^ signifying chiefs begins a word 
from the Greek and is followed by a vowel, it 
is pronounced ark — as in archangel^ architect^ 
archive^ archipelago^ archiepiscopaly archceology^ 
etc. ; but when arch is prefixed to an English 
word, it is pronounced so as to rhyme with 
march — as, archbishop^ archduke^ archfiend, 

ar'^he-type. 

ar-€hi-di-fic'9-naL 

ar-ehim-e-de'an. 

Ar-€hi-me'des. 

archival — ar-ki'val. 

archives — ar'kivz. 

arctic — ^ark'tik, not ar'tik. 

Bee Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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ard'u-otts, not ar'dotis. 

are — ar, not ftr. ' 

a're-a, not a-re'a. 

9rre'9-la, not d-re-ola. 

fi-re-6m'e-ter. 

firre-o-m6t'ric. 

ar'gand. 

ar'gen-tine. 

jL-ri-M'ne. 

Arian — ^a'ri-an. 

A-ri'on. 

A-ri'us, or A'ri-us. 

a-ris'to-crat, or ilr'is-to-crfit 

Arkansas — ^ar'kan-saw. 

This is now, by act of the State Legislature, 
the legal pronunciation. Usage was long divide^ 
between this and ar-k&n'sas. 

ar-ma'da, or ar-ma'da. 

ar'mis-tice. 

a-ro'ma-tize. 

arquebuse — ar'kwe-btis, not -bus. 

ar-rear' ; pl.y gx-rearg'. 

ar'se-nic. 

See Key to Pronvmciation, p. 6. 
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Ar'te-n^. 

ar-tifl-cer. 

ilr'ti-S9,n. 

gj3-b68'to8, not az-. 

As'^hgm. 

Asia — ^a'she-a, not a'zha, nor &'zhe-a. 

Asiatic — a-she^t'ic, not -zhe% 

as-kance'; ^.s-kant; grslant. 

The second a of these three words is incor- 
rectly marked (a) by Worcester. 

^-pftr'a-gfis, not sparrowgrass. 

As-phalt', not -phalt. 

as-pir'9,nt. 

fis's6ts, not as-sSts'. 

associate — as-s6'she-fit, not ^.s-so'shat. 

association — gs-so-she-a'sliun, or -se-. 

gs-sttmp'tion. 

assure — a-sliiir', not -shur'. 

^-sur'ance. 

asthma — ast'ma, as'ma, or az'ma. 

§LS-tr6g'rgrphy ; fc-tro-l6g'ic, 

fis-tr9-n6m'ic. 

§r8jhi'de-t6n. 

See Key to Pronvmciation, p. 6. 
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ate, not 6t ; imp. of to eat 

Ath-e-ne'um. 

dt-l^n-te'an, not at-la,n'. 

h toute force (Fr.)— a' tot' fdrs'. 

h tout prix (Fr.) — a' to' pre'. 

attach^ (Fr.)— a'ta'sha'. 

The diphthong au usually has the sound of 
broad «, as in fall^ walk (a). When, however, 
it is followed by n and another consonant, the 
best usage generally changes the sound to that 
of a in far^ father (a) ; for example, in aunt^ 
craunch, daunt^ flaunt^ gaunt ^ gauntlet^ haunch^ 
haunt, jaunt ^jaundice, launch, laundry, saunter, 
staunch, taunt. The words taunt, laundry, and 
laundress are often, and the words cauliflower, 
laudanum, laurel, and vaunt are generally pro- 
nounced with the au like broad a (a), as in 
audacious. In laugh and draught the diph- 
thong has the sound of a in far, and in hautboy 
the sound of long o. 

Aubert — o'bar'. 

au-da'cious, not -dfch'us. 

au fait (Fr.)— 6 fa. 

Au-ge'an. 

aunt, not kni. 

au-re'9-la, not au-re-6'la. 

au revoir (Fr.) — 6' rtiv'w&r'. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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gu-ric'u-lgr. 

au'rist 

au-ro'ra bo-re-fi'lis. 

ftus-cul-ta'tion. 

au-tli6r'i-ty, not thaw-. 

au-t6n'9-my. 

au'tpp-sy. 

auxiliary — awg-zil'yat-re. 

grvaunt', or ^vaunt'. 

fiv'e-nue, not -nu. 

a-ver', 

a-verse'. 

aversion — ^a-ver'shun, not -zhun. 

A'vSn, not dv'pn. 

aw'ful, not aw'fl. 

awk'wgrd^ not awk'gxd. 

9rwry', not aw-ry'. 

axiom — ^ftx'e-tim. 

axle — dk'sL 

ay, or aye (meaning yes) — ^L 

aye (meaning always)^ 

to'ote, 07* a-zote'. 

azure — a'zhur, or ftzh'ur. 
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B. 

This consonant, preceded by m or followed 
by t in the same syllable, is generally silent ; as, 
lamh^ limb, comb, dumb, climb, bomb, tomb, doubt, 
debt, subtle, etc. Succumb is said to be one of 
the exceptions; in this country, however, it is 
generally pronounced without the b. 

ba-cil'lus. 

bade — bM, not bad. 

badinage — ba'di'nazh'. 

bagatelle (Fr.)— ba'ga'tgl'. 

b^rco-ny. 

The accent has shifted from the second to 
the first syllable within these twenty years. 
Smart (1836). — Con'template is bad enough, but 
baVcony makes me sick. Rogers, 

ballet (Fr.)— baria'. 

This word is generally pronounced b^lle, 
which is neither English nor French. There 
is no good reason why it should not be Angli- 
cized and pronounced b^^l'let, in accordance with 
the recommendation of several of the orthoepists. 

balm — bam, not bdm. 
Balmoral — bal-m6r'al. 
barsam. 

See Key to Pronvmciation, p. 6. 
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bal-sdm'ic, not bal-. 

Balzac — bdrzdk, not bal'% 

b^riia'n^L. 

banquet — ^bdng'kwgt. 

Ba-rdb'bas, 7iot bar'^rbas, 

Bar-ba'doeg. 

Barring. 

barouche — ^ba-rosh', not -rocli'. 

b^rel, not -ill. 

Bartholdi — ^bar-tSl'de. 

ba-salt', not -zalt', 

bas-bleu — ba'-bltili'. 

Those that do not know the French pronun- 
ciation well are advised to use the English word 
blue-stocking^ as good English is always better 
than bad French. 

bgrshaw'. 

ba'sic. . 

bas'i-lg^r. 

bfiss' re-lief , not ba-. 

Bas'tfle'. 

bath, not bdth ; pl.y bathg. 

battue (Fr.) — bat'tu'. See ruse de g. 

bayou — ^bi'o. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6 
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Beaconsfield — ^b6k'unz-feld. 

Beatrice Cenci (Italian) — bft-a-tre'clia 

chfin'che. 
Beauchamp (Eng.) — ^bech'm. See St. 

John. 
Beauclerk (Eng.) — bo-clar. 
Beaumarchais — ^bo-mar'sha'. 
beau monde (Fr.) — bo' maund'. 
beauteous — bu'te-tts. 
beaux-esprits (Fr.) — ^bo'-zfe'pre'. 
be-cauge', not be-c6z'. 
bedizen — be-di'zn, or be-diz'n. 
bedstead — bSd'stftd, not -stid. 
Be-6rze-bttb, ^not bsrze-blib. 
Beethoven — ba'to-fen. 
been — ^bin. 

• Pronounced hen in England by many care- 
ful speakers ; their highest authorities, however, 
mark it bin. If the English were as much 
accustomed to consult the dictionaries as we 
are, the pronunciation bm would probably be as 
general with them as it is with us, since this 
IS the pronunciation recommended by Walker, 
Smart, and several other distinguished English 
orthoepists. 
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be-gOne', not -gawn. See accost 

be-half, not -hAf . 

be'lie-m6th. 

behoove. 

Whether written with one o or with two, 
this word is pronounced he-hdbve\ and not be- 
hove'. 

bel-esprit (Fr.) — bsr-as'pre'. 

Bel-fast'. 

Be'li-al. 

bellows — bsrius, or bgWoz. 

Smart says: "Though generally considered 
as a plural, some authors join bellows to a verb 
singular; and this will justify the pronunciation 
beVlus?^ Walker remarks : " The last syllable 
of this word, like that of gallows^ is corrupted 
beyond recovery into Zw«." 

In England there is a tendency to return to 
what was undoubtedly the original pronuncia- 
tion of this word, namely, bU'loz, Both the 
New Imperial Dictionary and Stormonth's so 
pronounce it. This is one of many cases in 
which individual taste may with perfect pro- 
priety be consulted. An acquaintance with the 
facts makes one bold to do as one lists. 

Bel-ob-chis-Mn'. 
be-neath', not -neath'. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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B6n.gal'. 

Bentham — ^bgnt'm. See St. John. 

bSn'zine. 

This is the dictionary pronunciation for what 
is generally, if not universally, called Mn-zen'. 

be-queath', not -queath'. 

Beranger — ^ba'rOng'zha'. 

ber'ga-mot. 

Berkeley — ^barkle. See St. John. 

Berlin, not ber-lin'. 

The latter pronunciation is neither English 
nor German, since the Germans say bdr-Un'. 

bestial — ^bgst'yaJ. 

That pronunciation that makes the smaller 
number of syllables of such words as plagiary^ 
genial, cordial, bestial, facial, peculiar, amelio- 
rate, etc., is the easier of utterance and far the 
more euphonious. For these reasons it has 
always been, and doubtless always will be, con- 
sidered the more desirable. 

bestrew — ^be-strrj', or -stro'. See strew* 
B6th-sa'i-da. 
be-tr6th', not -troth'. 
be-tr6th'al, not -troth'-. 
be-tr6th'ment, not -troth'-. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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bgv'el, not b6v'L 

bib-li-6g'ra-phy. 

Bicester — ^bis'ter. See St. John. 

bicycle — ^bi'ce-keL 

bi-6n'ni-§i'l, not bi-. 

bi-fAr'cate. 

bi-Mr'cat-ed, n/)t -id, nor -M, 

Making id or ud out of terminal ed is one of 
the most objectionable, as well as one of the 
most common, of faults. The mangling of the 
terminal unaccented vowels is more offensive to 
a cultured ear than the misplacing of an accent. 

billet-doux (Fr.)— be'ya'do'. 

The plural (billets-doux) is pronounced, in 
French, precisely like the singular. 

Bingen — bing'en, not bin'jen. 

bi-nSc'u-lar, or bin-oc'-. 

bi-no'mi-al, not bi-. 

bi-Sg'rgrphy, not bi-. 

bip'g^r-tite, or bi-par'tit 

bird. See adverse. 

Bis'marck, not biz'-. 

At the end of a syllable, 5, in German, has 
invariably its sharp, hissing sound. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



38 



big'muth. 

bi-tu'm6n, not bit'u-men. 

bivouac (Fr.) — biv'wftk'. 

blackguard — blftg'gard. 

Bl^k'stone. 

bMs'phe-motis, not blds-phe'motis. 

bla'tant, not bla'-. 

blase (Fr.)— bla'za'. 

bleat — blet 

bl6ss'6d, adj. 

There are some participial adjectives, and 
some adjectives not derived from verbs, in which 
the e of the last syllable is commonly sounded ; 
as, aged^ beloved^ blessed^ cursed^ deuced^ wicked^ 
toinged^ etc. The pulpit affectation that sounds 
the ed of the imperfect tense and the participles, 
when reading the Bible, is going out of fashion. 

blithe. 

Blucher — ^blu'cher. 

As no one ever has indicated, or ever will in- 
dicate, with any character at our command the 
true pronunciation, or anything near it, of this 
name — the correct orthography of which is 
Bluecher — and as no one ever will pronounce it 
correctly that does not pronounce German, would 
it not be well to Anglicize it and have done with 
it? We have no sounds in English that have 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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any likeness to the German ue and ch. Blu'cher 
has the merit of sounding like something — Eng- 
lish — ^which is one merit more than Uook'er has, 
for that sounds like nothing. 

bliie, or blue. 

The Century, Stormonth, and two or three oth- 
ers give the u of this word the sound of long oo, 

Blumenthal — ^blu'men'tal. 

Blythe, or Blyth— bli. See St. John. 

boatswain — bo'sn. 

Boccaccio — b6k-ka'cli6. 

Bohun — bon. See St. John. 

Boileau — ^bwalo'. 

bold'est, not -ist, nor -ust. 

Bologna* — ^bo-lOn'ya. 

bomb — ^bom, or b6m. 

bom-bard'. 

bombast — bom'b^t, or b6m'-. 

This is the accentuation of all the later au- 
thorities, save one; it is permitted by Worces- 
ter, and is the pronunciation generally heard in 
this 'country. The o of this word is the o of 
8on^ done^ won^ also of bomb and its compounds, 
which is precisely like short u. To pronounce 
the of bombast short (b5m) is to yield to the 
influence of the unschooled. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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Boleyn — bobrin. 
Bolingbroke — bSling-brobk. 
bombazine — ^bttm-ba-zine'. 
bom-bj^c'i-noHs. 

The only difference between the first o of this 
word and the o of bombast^ bmnbazine, etc., is 
that here it is touched a shade more lightly. 

Bonnat — btin'na'. 

bonne — ^btin. 

bonne bouche — btin boosK 

bSn'net, not btin'-. 

booth, not booth. 

Borghese — ^bor-ga'za. 

B6r'ne-6. 

B6s'po-rlls. 

Btts'ton, not baws'ton. 

B6th'well. 

Bouguereau — bo'ger'o'. 

Boulanger — bo'l6ng'zha'. 

boulevard (Fr.) — bo'le-var', 

bouquet (Fr.) — bo'ka'. 

bourgeois (Fr.) — ^borzh'wa'. 

bourgeoisie (Fr.) — borzh'wa'ze'. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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bourn, or bourne — bom, or bom. 

" I have differed from Mr. Sheridan and Dr. 
Kenrick in the pronunciation of this word. 
They make it sound as if written loom ; but if 
my memory fail me not, it is a rhyme for mourn 
upon the stage, and Mr. Garrick so pronounced 
it." Walker, — Worcester, Webster, Smart and 
five others agree with Walker, while some five 
or six of the lesser lights agree with Sheridan. 

Bouvier — ^bo-ver'. See St. John. 
Bowdoin — bo'dn. 
bowsprit — bo'sprit, not bow'-, 
brtod' new, not brto. 
bra-vA'do, or -va'do. 
bra'vo, nx)t bra'-, 
breeches — ^brich'ez. 
breeching — ^briching. 
brfiiii'ren, not br6th'er-6n. 
breviary — brev'ya-re, or bre'vi-a-re. 
brevier — ^bre-vee'r. 
brew — bru, not bru. 
brewer — bru'er. 
brig'and, nx)t bri-gind'. 
brig'an-tine, not -tin, nor -ten. See 
infantine. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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bristle — ^bris'sL 

brochure (Fr.)— bro'shur'. See ruse 

deg. 
br6'g§in. 

bro'mine, or -min. 
bro'mide, or -mid. 
br6n-€hi'tis. 
brooch — broch. 
brftth'el. 

Brougham — ^brdo'§,m. 
bruit — ^br^t. 
bruige. 

Buchan— blik'n. See St. John. 
Buddha — bud'a,o/' bud'a. 
buoy — bwo^. 
bureau — ^bu'ro. 
bureaucracy — bu-ro'krat-se. 
Btir'gun-dy. 

burJgsque', v&rh and adj. 
bAr'lgsque, Twun. 

business— biz'nes, not -ntis. See ailment. 

Bysshe — ^bish. 

The middle name of the poet Shelley. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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a 

This letter is hard, and sounds like i, before 
fl, 0, and u ; soft, and sounds like «, before «, t, 
and y, except in sceptic and scirrhuSy and their 
derivatives, in which it is hard, like k. 

When ce or a are preceded by the accent, 
and are followed by a vowel in the next syllable, 
the c combines with the e or i to form the sound 
shy as in ocean, social, tenacious, etc". Sometimes 
the c alone has this sound, or rather the e or i is 
used twice. First it combines with the c to 
make the sound sh, then it takes on its usual 
sound, as in sociology — so-she-oVo-gy. 

In discern, suffice, sice, and sacrifice, and their 
derivatives, c has the sound of z. It is silent in 
czar, victuals, indict, and their derivatives, and 
also in terminal scle, as in muscle, etc. 

cabaret— ka'ba'ra'. See amateur. 

cabriolet — ka'bre'o'la', 

cachet — ka'sha^ 

cgrcSpb'o-ny. 

ca-daVer (L.), or -da'ver. 

Cadi— ka'di. 

caB-gu'ra. 

cafe (Fr.)— ka'fa'. 

cg-f-felne. 

See Key to Fronuociation, p. 6. 
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Cairo — ^in Egypt, ki'ro ; in the United 

States, ka'ro. 

caisson — ^ka'son. 

This word is generally marked by orthoepists 
kd'soon' or Tea! soon ; but it has become thoroughly 
Anglicized, and should be pronounced according 
to English analogy. The above marking is be- 
lieved to conform to good usage. 

Caius — ka'yus. 

Calais (Fr.)— kala'. 

Pronounced, if Anglicized, TcaXis ; but I have 
no recollection of ever having heard it so pro- 
nounced, except as the name of a town in Maine. 

ca-lash', Tiot -lash'. 

cg,l-cm'grble. 

cal-cine', or c^rcine, verb. 

The dictionary authority for the second mark- 
ing is very slight. The preference shown for it 
in this country is due to its having been so 
marked in the earlier editions of Webster. The 
latest edition only permits it. 

c3l'ci-ttm. 
cardron, Tiot dSM-. 
calembourg (Fr.) — ^kal'Sm'bor'. 
calf — caf , Twt cdf . 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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cfi'liph, not ca'-. 

cal-is-thgn'ics. 

calk — kawk, not kawlk. 

cg^Mig'rgrphy; 

Cg,l-]i'o-pe. 

The pronunciation often heard, when the 
word signifies a musical instrument of recent 
invention, is unauthorized. 

calm, palm, psalm, almg. 

ca-l6r'ic. 

ca'lyx, or cdl'yx. 

ca-mgro-pard. 

cdm'phor, not -fir. 

Canaanite — ca-nan-ite, 

canaille — cA'nie'. 

The last syllable is very like a running 
together of long i and long e. 

cftn'cel, not cto'sL 

ca'-nine. 

This word, like most dissyllabic adjectives, 
should be accented on the first syllable, like 
feline^ for example, despite the dictionaries. 

cfin-thAr'i-deg. 
caoutchouc — ^kob'chobk. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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cAp'il-la-ry. 

Cftpu-ghin'. 

cilr'at. 

carabine. 

carbonaceous — ^kar-bp-na'slius. 

cft'ret, not cftr'-. 

careme (Fr.) — ^ka'ram'. 

Citr-ib-be'an, 

cdr'i-cat-ure, not -ca-ture, nor -cg^cliiir, 

cdr'i-cg,t-u-ilst, -yu-rist. 

Worcester's and Webster's marking of these 
words is -ca-tur^ which robs them of the y sound 
heard in tribute^ verdure^ creature^ credulous^ 
and many other words, and without which they 
have, if pronounced as marked {ture)^ a thin, 
prim, pedantic, mincing ring that is anything 
bat pleasing. See literature. 

car'mine, 

car-niv'o-ra, not kar-ni-v6'ra. 

ca-rftt'id. 

carrousel (Fr.) — ^kftr'rdb'zSr. 

carte blanche (Fr.) — kart blOngsL 

carte de visite (Fr.) — kart de ve'zet'. 

car'tsr (Fr.), not car'tfil, nor car-tSl'. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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Car-thar^n'i-?,n. 

car'tridge, not kilt-, 

ca-ry-ftfi-deg. 

ca'se-ine. 

case'ment, not -mttnt. 

caseous — ka'se-tis, 

ca-si'no (It) — a little Tiouse. 

cfis'si-mere, nx)t \&z!'. 

cassino (game) — kas-se'no. 

cfts'tel-lan. 

castle — ^kas^, not kas'tl. 

casual — ^kAzh'u-aL 

casualty — ^kfizh'u-al-te. See accurate. 

casuistry — kazh'u-is-try, 

catalogue — ^kftt'^rlttg, not -log. 

cat-a-ma-ran'. 

Incorrectly marked in the old editions of 
Worcester, cq'tdm'q-r&n. 

cAtch, not ketch, 
catechumen — kftt-e-ku'men. 
Cau-ca'sian, not kau-ka'zh^/U. 
Cau'ca-stis. 
caVe-At, not \&v'. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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caviar (Fr.) — ^kaVe'ar', 

Cay-6nne', not ki-6n'. 

Cecil — sSs'il. 

celestial — se-lfest'yal, not -Igs'cligl. 

c6l'i-barcy. 

This is the marking of all the orthoepists 
except Webster, who gives the preference to 
se'liVa-se, 

cSriar, not stiller, 

cellular — c6ryu-lg,r. 

ce-m6nt', or cfem'ent (noun). 

Until recently the second was the dictionary 
pronunciation of this word, the first that of 
popular usage. Now, however, the first is au- 
thorized by the International, the Century, the 
Imperial, Foster, Hunter, Stormonth, and Smart, 
and it is quite sure to be by the forthcoming 
Standard. 

c6m'e-t6r-y, not c6m'e-try. 

centime (Fr.) — sawn'tem', 

cSn-trif u-g^-lj ^^^ cgn-tri-fu'gal, 

cSn-trip'e-tal. 

ce-phal'ic, not c6pli'g,l-ic. 

ce-rftmlc. 

ce'rate, not c6r'-. 
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cere'ment, not ce're-. 

"ButteU 
Why thy canonized bones, hears'd in death, 
Have burst their cerements ! ^^— Hamlet. 

Not " canoniz'd bones, hearsed in death," as 
it is generally read. 

cer'tain, not cerf n. See advertisement 
ce-riile-9»n, not ce-ru'-. 
Qha-grin'. See ambergris. 
-ehiQ-ce-d6ii'ic. 
^hftl-cfed'o-ny. 
chardrQn, or chal'dron. 
challis — sMlly. 
Cham — \&ai. 
cham'ber, nx)t chftm'-. 
chamois— ^shtoa'wa'. 
chan'cer-y, not chan'-, nxyr clito% See 

advance. 
€lia'5s, not -tis. 
chapeau — ^sha'po'. 
§ha-rade'. 

This word has been fully Anglicized. If we 
broaden the second a, we should do likewise with 
the first. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. tf. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



50 

charge d'affaires — shar'zhft' differ', 

ch&r'y, 07* cha'ry. 

chasten — chfis'sn, not chfts-n. 

clifis'tise-mgiit, not chfis-tiz'-a 

ch&teau en Espagne — sha'to' ttn'as'pfin'. 

Cherubini — ka-ru-be'ne. 

chestnut — chgs'nut. 

chew— chu, not chu. 

chiaro oscuro (It.) — ^ke-a'ro Ss-kij'ro, 

^hi-ca'go. 

Qhi-ca'ner-y, not chk 

chick'en, not cWck'n. 

chirdrgn, not chirdum. 

chimpanzee — chim-pftn'ze, or -pftn-ze'. 

Smart accents the last syllable. 

Chi-nege', 

€hi-rftp'9-dist. 

chig'el, not chiz'L 

Qhiv'al-ric, or §hi-vftrric. 

§hiv'al-rolls, not chi-v^rrotis. 

Qhiv'al-ry, not chiv'- (antiquated). 

^hlo'ilde, or ride. 

According to Smart and Cull, chemical terms 

See Key to Pronuociation, p. 6. 
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ending in ide should have the i long ; all other 
authorities, however, mark it short. 

€horer-ic. 

Cholmondeley — chlimle. See St. John. 

choose — chuz, not chuz. 

Chopin — sho'ptog', not cho'pin. 

^ho'rist, not ehbr^- (antiquated). 

€h6r'is-ter. 

chose (Ft.) — shoz. 

chough — chtif. 

^hres-tOm'a-thy. 

christen — ^kris'sn. 

christening — kils'sn-ing. 

Christian — kristYan. 

Christianity — krist - yfin'e - ty. See 

bestial. 
Christmas — kris'mas, not krist'-. 
€hr6n-Q-l6gic. 
ci€'g,-trice, not -trice, 
cicerone — sis-e-ro'ne (AngKcized). 

The maker of this little book would take 
occasion to say here that, in his judgment, it is 
always well to make one's pronunciation, when 
speaking English, as English as permissible. 

Bee Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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ciliary — sil'y^riy. 

cinchona^in-ko'na. 

Cincinnati — sin-sin-na'ti, not -nAt't4. 

Cir'ce. 

cir'cum-st?.nce — ance as in instance. 

cis-arpine, or (better ?) -pin, 

cit'g,-d6l, not -dtiL 

cit'rate, not ci'trgite, 

civ'il, not civl, nor civ'til. 

civ-il-i-zfi'tion, not -i-za'tion. 

The antepenultimate vowel in the termina- 
tion -ization is always obscure. 

clAn-dSs'tine. 

clapboard — ^klftb'bord, or kMp'-. 

cMr'i-pn. 

clasp, class, 

clds'sic, clds'si-fy. 

cleanly (adj^ — ^klfenle. 

cleanly (adv.) — klen'le. 

cl6m'en-cy, not -tin-. 

clerk. 

In England pronounced kldrk ; in America, 
except on the stage, klSrk. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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clew — ^klu, not klij. 

cliche (Fr.)— kle'sha. 

cli-mac-t6rlc, 

cli-mftt'ic. 

The vowel i is often long in the initial sylla- 
bles t, hi^ ch% cli, pr% tri, though not under the 
accent, as in ideals biography^ chirologyy cU- 
maticy primeval^ trihunal^ etc. 

cl6tli. 

. Before th^ st, and ss, the letter o is frequently 
sounded aw in this country, as in cloth, brothy 
losty costy mosSy dross y etc., which is accounted 
inelegant ; it is not more objectionable, however, 
than a palpable effort to make the vowel short. 
See accost. 

c6-ftd'ju-t9,iit, 

Knowles and Webster both said co-ad-ju'tanty 
but the later editions of the Webster Dictionary 
only permit this pronunciation. 

c6-aLd-ju'tor, 

c6cli-i-ii^al'j 0^ c6cli'i-iieal, not koch'-. 

c6ck'aL-trice, notAvi^. 

Cockbum— co'burn. See St. Jolm. 

cocoa — ko/ko. 

c6'di-fy. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



54 

coexist — ^ko-egz-ist'. 
coffee — ^k6f' f e, or kauf f e. 

When first introduced into England written 
kaufee or kauphy, which proves that the second 
marking represents the sound under which the 
berry first became known. 

c6f 'fin, not kauf 'n. See accost 

cognac (Fr.) — ^kon'yftk'. 

c6g'ni-ztoce. 

There is good authority for pronouncing this 
word c6n*i-zdnce\ but this pronunciation finds 
little favor in America. 

c6g-n6'men, 

colander — ktiran-der. 

Colbert (Fr.)— kol'bar'. 

Coleridge — ^korrij. 

cpl-la'tipn, not ko-la'tipn. 

c6l-9S-8e'um. 

Colquehoun — cp-hon'. See St, John. 

c6ruin-ba-ry. 

column — ^k6]'um, not -yum, nor -ytim. 

com'bat, or c6m'bat 

The question here is whether the o shall have 
the sound of o in come or of o in from. Walker, 
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Worcester, Smart, and others prefer the o in 
come ; Webster and others, and popular usage, 
the in from. The stage has always followed 
Walker, making the o very short ; but, though 
this may perhaps be considered the more elegant 
mode of pronouncing the word at present, the 
longer o will doubtless eventually prevail. 

com'baLt-ant, or c6iii'-. 

cpm-Mt'ive-iigss, oi* com'bat-ive-ngss. 

Ease of utterance has put the accent on the 
second syllable of this word, where, despite the 
dictionaries, it is pretty sure to remain. 

Com^die Frangaise — kom'a'de' frOng'- 

comely — kftmly, not kom'-. 

c6iii-iiiftn-dant'. 

The pronunciation of this word is a compro- 
mise between the French and the English. 

comme il faut (Fr.) — ^kom el fo. 

cpm-mgnd'a-ble ; in versey often c6m'-. 

"'Tis sweet and commendable in thy nature, 
Hamlet." 

" Silence is only commendable 
In a neat's tongue dried and a maid not vendable." 

commensurable — kQm-mfin'shu-ra-ble. 

See Key to Prouunciation, p« 6. 
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c6iii^meiit, verb cmd nown. 

cpm-Mg'er-ate. 

c6m'm9ii-al-ty. 

c6m'm9ii-w6alth, or c6m-m9ii-w6altli'. 

c6iii'iiiu-iiism ; c6m'mu-iiist. 

c6m'paL-ra-ble. 

com-par'a-tive. 

cpm-pa'tri-Qt, Tiot -pftt% 

CQm-peer', 

com-pgll'gd, participial adjective. 

" Finding ourselves too slow of sail, we put 
on a compelled valor." — Hamlet, 

C9m-p6n'sate, or c6iii'pen-sate. See con- 
summate. 
' com-pla'c6nt. 
complaisance — ^kOm'pla-ztoce'. 

Worcester accents the last syllable of this 
semi- Anglicized French word ; Webster the first, 
placing a secondary accent on the last. In French, 
whatever difference there is in the quantity of 
the three syllables is due to the vowel sound of 
the last syllable being somewhat drawn out. I 
fail to see any good reason why it should not be 
wholly Anglicized, and pronounced kom-^Za'- 
zance. 
* ___^ • - 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 0. 
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cOm'plai-gant, or com-plaigant'. 

c6m'pl6x, not cpm-plgx', 

c6iii'pro-mise. 

comptroller — kon-trorer, 

c6m-pur-ga'tor, or c6m'. 

c6m'rfide, or com'rade, or -rdd. 

The authorities are divided on this word 
somewhat as they are on coinbat^ which see. 
The last marking of the second syllable, though 
not sanctioned by the dictionaries, certainly is 
by etymology and good usage. 

con amore (It.) — ^k6n S-mo'ra. 
concave — ^kOng'kav, Tiot -kav, 
C9n-c6n'trate, or c6n'cen-trate. See con- 
summate, 
conch — k6ngk. 
concierge — k6ng'se-arzli'. 
con-cise', not -cize'. 
cpn-clude', not -clud'. See aptitude, 
con-clu'sive, not -ziv. 
concord — k6ng'k6rd. 
Concord (town) — kOng'kurd. 
concourse — k6ng'k6r8. 
con-cuT3i-nage. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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con-dolence, not c5n'dQ-. 
conduit — ^kon'dit, or kftn'dit. 
cpn-fgss'or, or cOn'fess-or. 

The latter accentuation is antiquated. 

c6n'fi-dant, or c6n-fi-dtot'. 

c6n'fine, noun. 

con-fine', verb. 

con-fis'cate. See consummate. 

cOn'flu.ent, not con-flu'% 

conge (Fr.) — ^kOng'zlia'. 

congenial — kon-jen'yal. 

There is abundant authority for making this 
a word of four syllables; but, fortunately, few 
people follow it. See bestial. 

c6n'ge-ner. 

congeniality — kon-jen-yfill-ty. 
Congo — ^k6ng'g6. 

congregate — k6n'gre-gate, or kOng'-. 
congress — k6ng'gr6s. 
congressional — ^kon-gr6sh'un-al, 
'con-jure', solemnly to enjoin^ to ad- 
jure. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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c6ii'jure, to injhwnce hy magic. 

" What is he whose grief 
Bears such an emphasis ? whose phrase of sorrow 
Conjures the wand'ring stars, and makes them 

stand 
Like wonder- wounded hearers?" 

Which word does Hamlet use here? From 
time immemorial the stage has said that he uses 
the second. In other words, according to the 
stage, Hamlet accuses Laertes of playing hocus- 
pocus with the stars. 

connaisseur (Fr.) — con'a'sAr', 

The orthography of this word is made to con- 
form to that of the modern French, because ai 
represents the sound of the syllable, and oi does 
not. The sound of the last syllable can be only 
approximated with English characters. The tir 
of /wr, however, somewhat prolonged, is very 
near it. 

conquer — ^k6ng'ker. 
conquest — k6ng'kw6st. 
conscientious — k6n-she-6n'slifts. 
c6n'serv'a'toire', -twahr (Fr.). 
c6n-serVa-tor, or c6n'ser-va-tor. 
cpn-serv'aL-to-ry. 
cpn-sid'er-a-ble, not -sidYa-ble. 
cpn-sign'or, or c6n-sign-6r'. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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cpn-sis'to-ry, or c6ii'sis.to-iy. 

c6n-s6ls. 

The important point in pronouncing this 
word is to make the o of both syllables short. 
As for the accent, it seems to be quite imma- 
terial where it is placed. 

coTi-spir'g,-cy, not -spi'-. 

construe. 

General usage says that this word should be 
accented on the second syllable, in common with 
nearly all the two-syllabled verbs in the lan- 
guage. In the long list of verbs beginning with 
con there are but two, I believe^ — conquer and 
conjure — that we accent on the first syllable. 
Sooner or later the lexicographers will have to 
yield to usage and sanction construe'. 

coii:Sume'. 

c6n'sum-niate, or con-sttrn'mate, verb. 

Those that prefer, in common with nearly 
all the orthoepists except Webster, to accent the 
second syllable of such three-syllabled verbs as 
contemplate^ compensate^ confiscate^ constellate^ 
demonstrate^ despumate^ expurgate^ and extirpate^ 
will perhaps think it well to except consummate 
in order to distinguish it from the adjective. 
See demonstrate, 

con-t6m'plate, or cftn'tem-plate. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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c6n't6nts, or con-t6iits'. 

The penultimate accent of this word is not 
only well-niffh universal in this country, but is 
sanctioned by the International, the Century, 
j Worcester, and others. 

contour — ^k6n'tobr'.* 

c6n'tra8t, noun. 

C9n-trast', verb. 

cpn-trib'ute, nx)t c6n'tri-bute. 

cOn'trite. 

Smart, Scott, Perry, Baily, and Johnson ac- 
cent the second syllable, but Walker insisted 
that this was not in accordance with the best 
usaffe, though he thought the second syllable 
ought to have the accent. 

c6n'tro-vert, nx)t cSn-trp-vert'. 

c6n'tu-ma-cy. 

c6n'tu-me-ly, n^t con-tu'me-ly. 

conversant. 

All the dictionaries in general use accent cow- 
versanti exemplary^ obligatory^ and peremptory 
on the first syllable, yet all the English-speaking 
world, except the few that chance to know how 
the modern orthoepists mark them, accent them 
on the second. The dictionary accentuation is 
as difficult as it is unnatural, the case of con- 
versant excepted, and ought, in my judgment, 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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to be abandoned, not only because it is diflBcult, 
unnatural, and unpopular, but also because, if 
we go back to the dictionaries published a hun- 
dred years ago, we find that the weight of au- 
thority was then decidedly on the side of the 
second-syllable accent. I have recently consulted 
twelve dictionaries published between the years 
1730 and 1799, with the following result: Con- 
versant is accented in ten of them on the second 
syllable ; exemplary in all of them on the second ; 
obligatory in eight on the second ; and peremp- 
tory in seven on the second. Walker, whose 
dictionary appeared in 1791, accented all four 
words on the first syllable, and the later orthoe- 
pists appear to have been content to follow his 
example. If Walker's accentuation was ill-ad- 
vised, as the result, it seems to me, clearly proves, 
then we shall do well to allow usage, seconded 
as we see by ample authority, to be the umpire, 
and say, con-vSr'sant, ex-im'pla-ry (egz-), oh- 
lig'tt'to-ryy and per-Smp'to-ry. 

Walker believed that where the authorities 
are divided, "analogy being as precarious as it is, 
usage should be the umpire. 

cOn-ver-sa'tion, not -za'-. 
con- verse', verb ; c6n'vei*se, noun. 
c6ii'verse-ly, o?* con-versely. 
c6nVert. See advertisement. 
c6n'v6x, not con-v6x'. 
cpn-voy', verb ; cSn'voy, noun. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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coop'er, or coop'er. 

Smart says : " Cooper and its compounds are 
doubtful (with respect to the sound of oo) except 
in common speech, which, in London at least, 
invariably shortens them." 

Common speech means uncultured, nonpains- 
taking speech, which certainly is not a desirable 
model ,to copy after. The lower orders, the 
world over, are slipshod in their articulation. 
The most sonorous vowel sounds in the German 
language are never, by any chance, made by the 
common people, simply because they require a 
little greater effort than approximate sounds that 
suffice. Cdbper for cooper — like hdbp for hoop, 
rSbt for ro^St, sdbn for soon, soot for soot, rdbf 
for roof, hSbf for hoof, wunt for won't, hiim for 
home, hUl for whole, etc. — is probably one of 
those corruptions that it is wisdom to avoid. 

coquetry — co'ket-ry. 

This, I think, is not only general usage, but 
is what general usage should be, the dictionaries 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

coquette— c9-k6t'. 
c6r'al, Tiot co'ral. 
cordial — ^kdrd'yal. See bestial 
! c6rd-ial'i-ty, -yal'-i-ty. 
Cp-re'a. 
Co-ri-o-la'nus, or -la'nus. 

^ See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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corkscrew — ^kdrk'skru. 
cornet. 

This word, when used to designate a musical 
instrument, is accented on the second syllable, 
though not so marked in the dictionaries. 

cp-ro'nal, or c6r'9-nail. 

Preference is given here to the first marking, 
because it more fully brings out the vowel sounds 
and conforms to the primitive coro'na. 

Corot — ^ko'ro'. 

corps d'annee (Fr.) — kor dar'ma'. 

corps diplomatique (Fr.) — kor de'plo'- 

ma'teek'. 
cer'ri-dor. 

cor-ro'sive, not -ziv. 
cdrse, or corse. 

The second pronunciation, though preferred 
by Worcester and many other orthoepists, is 
rarely heard in this country. 

cortege (Fr.)— kdr'tazh'. 
corvette (Fr.)— k6r'v6t'. 
C9S-m6g'r?i-phy. 
c9S-in6p'o-lite. 

See Key to PronunciaUoii. p. 6. 
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c6s'tume, or cps-tume'. 

Usage has done to this word what it has done 
to contents^ detail^ and penult — it has shifted 
the accent from the second to the first syllable. 

coterie (Fr.) — ko'te-re', 

coun'sel, Twt coun'sl. 

coup d'etat (Fr.)— ko da'ta'. 

coup6 (Fr.)— ko'pa'. 

Courbet — ^kor'bfi'. 

courier — ko're-er. 

courrier (Fr.) — ^ko're'ft'. 

courteous — ^kAr'te-tis, 

Of the half dozen ways the orthoepists have 
given us to pronounce this word in, this one is 
the most modern, and the most in accord with 
ffood usage. We may say kort'yus or kHrt'yus^ 
having Smart as authority for the first and Ful- 
ton and Knight for the second; but both are 
becoming antiquated. Webster said kor^te-Hs, 
but the kor has been changed to Mr in the 
later edition of his dictionary. 

courtesy — kAr'te-sy ; cwility, urbanity. 

courtesy — kiirt'sy; a physical move^ 

ment. 

The second is the external manifestation of 
the first. 

See Key to Pronunciatioo, p. 6. 
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courtier — kort'yer. 

Coutts — kots. 

c6v'er-l6t, not -lid. 

cov'ert. 

cov'et-ofts, Tiot -e-chlis (antiquated). 

cow'§,rd-ice, Tiot -ice. 

Cowper. 

The poet is said to have pronounced his name 
cooper. 

coyote — ^koi-yot'. 

crto'ber-ry, not crftm'-. 

creature — kret 'yur. 

creek, not krik. 

Creighton — cra'tpn. 

cr6m'a-to-ry, 

cre'ole. 

cre'o-sote. 

crescendo — cres-sfen'do. 

crew — kru. 

Crichton — cre'tpn. 

crin'o-line. 

Cromwell — ^krom Veil, or kr6m'% 

cru'ci-fix. 

* J * 
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crude. 

The vowel u preceded by r in the same syl- 
lable often has the sound of long oo. 

cru'61, not -il, nor -ttL 

crupper. 

In America this word is generally pronounced 
krup'per^ as Webster marks it. In England, 
kriipper^ as the orthoepists generally mark it, 
which would make it an exception to the rule. 

crusade. See tirade. 

cu'ctim-ber, not kpw'- (antiquated). 

cuirass — kwe'rfis'. 

cuirassier — kwe'ras-ser'. 

cuisine (Fr.) — kwe'zen'. 

cu'li-na-ry, not kliri-. 

cuneiform — ku-ne'e-f6rni. 

cupboard — ktib'burd. 

cu'po-la, not cu'pa-lo. 

Curagoa — ku-r^so'. 

cu-ra'tor. 

cur-ric'u-ltim (L.). 

cAr'so-ry, nx)t -zo-. 

cur-tair. 

curtain — ^kiir'tin, not kAr'tn, 
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cy-clo-pe'g,ii. 

cy-lin'dric. 

cynosure — si'np-slinr. 

Not zhuvy as Smart very absurdly would 
have us say. True, the 5, being between two 
vowels, is soft in the French, but as we Angli- 
cize the orthoepy of the word in every other 
respect, this is a very insufficient reason for 
making the s soft and following it with the 
sound of h in English. About half the orthoe- 

Eists prefer sin to si ; but Smart is alone with 
is z. 

czar — zflr'. 

czarina — zftr-e'na, 

czarowitz — zdr'9-vitz, not -witz, 

Czemy — char'ne. 



D. 

This consonant is silent only in the words 
Wednesday^ handkerchiefs and handsome. 

daguerreotype — dg,-g6r'o-tip, or da- 

gar'o-tip. 

The first is the dictionary marking ; the sec- 
ond is what the marking should be. The name 
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of the discoverer of the process was Daguerre 
{dagdr)y hence the correctness of the second 
marking. 

dahlia — dal'ya, or darya. 

damned — dfl,m'ned. 

In serious speaking this word, like cursed^ 
should always be pronounced in two syllables. 
Thus in Othello : 

" But what damned minutes tells he o'er, 
Who dotes, yet doubts, suspects, yet strongly 
loves ! " 

Here, however, the measure would demand 
the additional syllable. 

ddn'de-li-on, not dto'de-lin. 
Worcester accents the penult of this word. 

Da'nish, Twt Danish. 

da'ta, or da'-. 

da'tum, or da'-. 

daub, not d6b. 

D'Aubign^ — do'ben'ya'. 

daunt, not dawnt. 

deaf— d6f. 

Webster alone of all the orthoepists pro- 
nounced this word ^e/*— a pronunciation that 
now is considered very inelegant. 

Qee Key to Pronunciation p. 6. 
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debenture — de-b6nt'yur. 

de bonne grace (Fr.) — de b6n gras. 

Dgb'p-rah. 

The Hebrew and the German accentuation 
is on the second syllable, de-ho'va, 

deboucher — dfi'bo'sha'. 

debris (Fr.)^-da'bre'. 

d6but (Fr.) — da'bii'. See ruse de g. 

As the sound of the French u can not be 
represented in English, even approximately, or 
made by English organs of speech without much 
practice, the safer plan is to Anglicize both syl- 
lables of this word, and call it simply de-hu'^ or 
to avoid using it at all. 

debutant, debutante (Fr.) — da'bti'- 
tttng', dfi'bli'tSngt'. See ruse de g. 

As in the case of deiut^ we would recommend 
that these words be Anglicized in sound, and 
both pronounced dSb-u-tdnf. 

dSc'g^de, not de-kad'. 

de-cfi'dence. 

decalogue — d6k'g,-lttg, not -log. 

de'cent, not de'stint. 

de-cid'u-otis. 
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de-ci'sive, not de-ciziv, nor -ci'ziv. 

dgc-li-nfi'tion. 

de-cli'votts. 

d6c'o-r§,-tive. 

This is the only accentuation of this word 
that is likely to be sanctioned. 

de-c6'rotts. 

The authority is small, and is becoming less, 
for saying dec'o-roiis, which is, really as incorrect 
as it would be to say sSn'o-roUs. 

de-cr6p'it, not -id. 

d6c're-to-ry. 

de-dfec'o-rotiLS. 

de-d1ice', not -dns'. 

de-M'cate. 

dSf-al-ca'tion, or de-ffl,l-ca'tion. 

d6f i-cit, n^t de-fig'it. 

defile, n^oun. 

The usual mode of pronouncing this word in 
English — the pronunciation in French is da'- 
fe'la! — is de-flle\ Smart, however, accents it 
on the first syllable, de'flle^ which pronunciation . 
is permitted in the later editions of Webster. 
This accentuation, in my judgment, is greatly 
to be preferred. See tirade. 
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de-fin'i-tive. 

d^gage (Fr.)— da'ga'zlifi'. 
deglutition— d6g-lu-tish'un. 
d^goiit (Fr.)— da'go'. 
De la Ram6 — ^ra'ma' (Ouida). 
Delaroche— de la rosh'. 
del-ec-ta'tiQD, or de'lec-ta'tion. 
delinquent — de-ling'kwent. 
delude', not -lud'. 
de-lu'§ion, not -lu'-. 
d6m-o-ni'^-cal, or de-mo-. 
de-mftn'strg,-ble. 
de-mftn'strate, or dgm'pn-strate. 

" There is a prevailing propensity to accent 
this word on the first syllable — a propensity 
that ought to be checked by every lover of the 
harmony of language." — Walker. 

"A similar 'propensity' extends to contetn- 
plate, confiscate, constellate, consummate, despu- 
mate, expurgate, and extirpate. Dr. Webster 
places the accent on the first syllable of all these 
words ; the English authorities, with little varia- 
tion, place it on the second syllable." — Worcester. 
See consummate. 

de-m6n'str^-tive. 
dfem'on-stra-tor. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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denouement (Fr.)— da'no'mttng'. 

denunciate — de-ntin'she-at. 

, depot — de'po. 

This word is so thoroughly Anglicized that it 
is in doubtful taste to pronounce it a la /ran- 
paise-y but, Anglicized, if we give the vowels 
their long sound, the syllables still have nearly 
the same quantity. 

d6p-ri-va'tion. 

dgr'e-lict 

de-ri'sive, not -ziv. 

dernier (Fr.) — dern'ya'. 

derVis. 

Descartes — da'kart'. 

DesgoJBPe— da'gof . 

deshabille (Fr.)— da'za'be'ya. 

d6s'ic-cate, or de-sic'cate. 

de-gign', or de-sign'. 

The second pronunciation is seldom heard, 
and is certainly not euphonious, though the 
weight of authority is in its favor. 

d6s'ig-nate, not d6z'% 
de-slst', or -zist'. 
d6s'9-late, not d6z'-. 
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d6s-pe-rft'do. 

dfis'pi-cgrble, not d6s-pic'g,-ble. 
* des-pli'mfite. 
deg-gert'. 

The manner in which this word has been 
Anglicized is extraordinary. The French pro- 
nunciation is da!sdr\ the second syllable some- 
what prolonged. One of the esez in French 
serves only to make the other s sharp, as, were 
there only one, it would stand between two 
vowels and consequently be soft, i. e., have the 
sound of our z. Now, in Anglicizing the pro- 
nunciation of the word the silent s and the 
sharp s have, both of them, been made soft, and 
the second syllable, contrary to English analogy, 
has been strongly accented. The English pro- 
nunciation should be des'ert. The sharp s would 
sufficiently distinguish it from the English word 
dS^'ert. 

dgs'tine, not -tin^ 

desuetude — dfes'we-tM. 

d6s'ul-to-ry. 

de-tair, verb. 

de'tail, or de-tail', noun. 

Preference is given to the first marking by 
the later English authorities, and in the latest 
edition of Webster. 
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dSt-es-ta'tion. 

This is the marking of both Worcester and 
Webster, and is to be preferred to de-tes-td' tiouy 
if for no other reason than because it avoids the 
long e, which is the vowel sound that it costs 
the greatest effort to make. 

detour (Fr.)— dfi'tor'. 

de trop (Fr.) — de tro. 

d6v'9.s-tate. 

d6v-g.8-ta'ti9n. See detestation. 

devoir (Fr.)— dttv-war'. 

dew — dli, Tiot du. 

diaeresis— di-6r'e-sis. 

di-al'o-gist. 

di-al'9-gize. 

dialogue — di'§,-l6g, not -lawg. 

di'a-mond. 

Di-a'na, or -a'na. 

di-dph'a-nouS. 

di-to'to-le. 

di'grtribe. 

This word is pronounced dVa4rl-le by Smart, 
and di-dfre-be by several orthoSpists. 

di'et-a-ry. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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dif-fu'sive, not -ziv. 

di'gest, nov/n. 

digitalis. 

digression — d i-gr6sh'un. 

di-late', not di-late'. 

di-l6m'ma, n^t di-. 

dil-et-Mn'te (It.)— pi, .ttoU 

di-lu'tipn, not -lu'-. 

din'g.r-€liy. 

di-65'e-ga,n, or di-9-§e'g9,n. 

The first accentuation is that of about two 
thirds of the orthoepists. A still larger propor- 
tion make the s sharp, but this puts too much 
of the unvocal into the word to be pleasing. 

Di-9-ine'des. 

di-o-ra'ma, or -rft'-. 

diph-the'ri-g^— dip- or dif-. 

diph'thSng— dip', or dif'-. 

Worcester and Smart prefer the former, the 
International and the Century the latter. 

diplp-mit. 

dip-lQ-mit'ic, nx)t di-plp-. 

di-plo'ma-tist, not di-pl6'-, nor dip'lp-. 

di-r6ct'ly, not dk 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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di&— dis, or diz. 



" When the accent, either primary or second- 
ary, is on this inseparable preposition, the s is 
always sharp and hissing ; but when the accent 
is on the second syllable the 5 will be either 
hissing or buzzing, according to the nature of 
the consecutive letter. That is, if a sharp mute, 
as j9, ^, i, or c hard^ succeed, the preceding s 
must be pronounced sharp and hissing, as dis- 
pose^ distaste^ etc. ; but if a flat mute, as S, dy 
or g hard^ or a vowel or a liquid, begin the next 
syllable, the foregoing s must be sounded like Zy 
as disburse^ disdain^ etc. ; but if the secondary 
accent be on this inseparable preposition, as in 
disbelief, etc., the s retains its pure hissing 
sound." — Walker. 

In accord with Walker, Smart says : " As to 
the pronunciation of this prefix, the s is un vocal 
[i. e., sharp or hissing] if the accent, primary or 
secondary, is on the syllable; but if the next 
syllable be accented and begin with a real vowel 
(not u) or a vocal consonant [i. e., flat mute], 
the s is sounded z, unless the word is connected 
with a principal word in which the s is unvocal ; 
for in such case the derivative follows the primi- 
tive." 

Following the example of Walker, Smart, and 
Worcester, I give the preference to the z sound 
of the s in the words coming under Walker's 
rule. I do so in the hope that this sound in 
these words will finally prevail, as it is far the 
tnore pleasing sound to the ear ; yet I can not 
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deny that the popular tendency is in the other 
direction. ^Hissing sounds always lessen the 
melody of a language. One of the chief reasons 
that the Italian language is more melodious than 
the Spanish is because the soft s abounds in the 
Italian and is absent in the Spanish. The word 
Cdsa^ for example, is much more pleasing to the 
ear in Italian than in Spanish in consequence 
of the s having the sound of z in the Italian. 
So in Germany. The dialects of the south, in 
which the soft s is absent, are incomparably less 
pleasing to the ear than the dialects of the 
north, m which s, beginning a syllable and fol- 
lowed by a vowel always has the sound of our z. 
The hiss, then, is a sound to be avoided rather 
than cultivated. 

di§-a'ble, or dis-a'ble. 

dig-arm', or dis-. 

dig-as'ter, not dis-. 

dig-Mnd', or dis-. 

dig-bArse', or dis-. 

dis-card', not dis'card. 

discern — diz-zem'. See sacrifice. 

discernment — diz-zem'ment. 

dis'ci-pline, not di-cip'lin. 

disclosure — dis-klo'zliur. 

dis'count, or dis-count', verb. 

Webster stands almost alone in accenting the 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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first syllable of this word ; but, if I do not err, 
this accentuation conforms to prevailing usage 
both here and in England. 

discourteous — dis-kAr'te-tis. 

dis-cr6p'an-cy, or dis'cre-pto-cy. 

dis-dain, m* dis-. 

dig-eage', not dis-. 

dis-fiAn'cliise, or -chiz. 

dis-g6rge', or dis-. 

dig-grfice', or dis-. 

dig-guige', or dis-. 

dig-gtist', or dis-. 

dishabille — dis'a-biL 

Anglicized orthography of this word demands 
that the first, and not the last, shall be the ac- 
cented syllable. With the accent on the last 
syllable it is a mongrel. 

dishevelled — di-sh6v'ld. 
dig-hftn'est, or dis-. 
dig-h6n'or, or dis-. 
dig-in'ter-est-ed, or dis-. 
dig-join, or dis-. 
dig-jtinc'tive, or dis-. 
dig-like', or dis-. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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dis-l6d^e, or dis-. 

dig-loy'9.1, w dis-. 

dig-may', or dis-. 

dig-ndss', or dis-. 

dig-mount', or dis-. 

dig-6r'der, or dis-. 

dig-own', 07' dis-. 

dis-pog-ggss', or dls-pgs-sSss'. 

dispossession — dis - ppz - zfesli'un, or 

-sfesli'-. 
dis'pu-ta-ble, or dis-pu'ta-ble. 

" It is undoubtedly to be wished that words 
of this form preserved the accent of the verb to 
which they correspond ; but this correspondence 
we find entirely set aside Kn lamentable^ com- 
parable^ admirable^ and many others, with which 
disputable must certainly be classed." — Walker, 

dis'pn-tdnt, not dis-pu'tant. 
Disraeli — diz-r^'el-e. 
dig-robe', or dis-. 
dis-s6m'ble, not diz-z6m'ble. 
dissociate — dis-so'she-fit. 
dis'so-lute, not -lut. 
dig-g6lve', nx)t dis-sftlve'. 

., r- 
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dis-sj^riai,-ble, or dis'syl-lairble. 

distich— dis'tik. 

distingu^ — des'ting'ga'. 

distinguish — dis-ting'gwish. 

dis'trict, not des'-. 

di-vto'. 

di'verse-ly. 

di-vert', not di-. 

di-v6st', not di-. 

docile — dSs'il, nx)t do'sil, nxyr do'sil. 

Webster said do'sil^ but the editors of his dic- 
tionary now mark the word dMil^ in conformity 
with present usage. 

dOc'u-mSnt. 
does — dtiz. 
dttg, not daug, nor the other extreme^ dtig. 

See accost, 
doge. 

dolce — dol'cha. 
dttl'o-rotis. 
dSl'men. 
Dom (Port.). 



See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 

/ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



82 
dttm'i-ne, not do'mi-ne. 

donkey — dftng'ke, not dting'ke. 

DSr'ic, Tiot Do'ric. 

dost— dtist, not dost. 

doth — dtith, not doth. 

double-entendre — ddb'bl-Ong'tOng'dr. 

douche (Fr.) — dosh. 

doughty — dOw'te. 

dra'ma, or drdm'a. 

And then there is an abundance of unheeded 
authority for saying drd'md. 

dram'grtAr-gy. 

draught — draft. 

dromedary — drtim'e-da-ry, not drttm % 

drSss. See accost. 

drought — drowt. 

drouth — drowth. 

"This word is written drouth^ instead of 
droughty l?y some old English writers ; and this 
form is still used in some parts of England and 
Scotland, and by many persons in the United 
States." — Worcester, " Our old writers, perhaps 
more correctly, write and pronounce drought,^'* 
— Smart, "It is improperly written drought,''^ 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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Richardson. " People of education in America 
have always avoided using the word drouth^ con- 
sidering it a mere vulgar corruption of drought. 
Mr. Webster, however, defends drouth as the 
genuine word, and condemns drought as a cor- 
ruption." — Pickering. 

Druid, not Dru'id. 
du'bi-olis, not du'-. 
dilc'tile, not -til. 
du'el, not du'L 
duke, not duk. 
duly. See adduce. 
Duse — dooz'e. 
dy'ngin-ite, or dfn^m-ite. 

Opinions seem to be pretty equally divided 
with regard to the correct pronunciation of this 
word. As I very much prefer dy'nasty to dyn'- 
astVy to be consistent I give the first place to 
dynamite; and, then, the fact that the y is 
under the accent should go for something. In- 
ternational and Century both prefer the long i. 

dy'ng^m-o. 
dynas-ty. 

Smart and some others say dMas-te; and 
this^ pronunciation is quite common, though by 
many considered very incorrect. 

See Key to Promiiiciation, p. 0. 
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dj^s'en-tSr-y, not diz'-. 

dys-pgp'sy. 

Worcester and half a dozen other orthoepists 
accent the first syllable. 



E. 

This vowel, the most frequent in the lan- 
guage, has two principal sounds : long as in eve^ 
short as in end. 

In the languages of continental Europe it 
generally has the sound of a in fate or of e in 
met^ according to position. In French, when 
unmarked, it is silent in many positions, and in 
many others it has a peculiar and unrepresent- 
able sound, which when distinct approaches that 
of short u in sum^ and when slurred that of ob- 
scure e in over. 

east'waird, not east'ard. 

eau de vie (Fr.) — 6 de ve. 

Ecce Homo — Sk'se ho'mo. 

^claircissement — ^a-klfir'sis-e-ment. 

6clat (Fr.)— a'kla'. 

6c-o-ii6m'ic, or e-co-nttm'ic. 

fec-o-nOm'i-cg,!, or e-co-ii6m'i-cal. 

The first is the marking of a majority of the 
orthoepists, but the second gains ground. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 8. 
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6c-u-m6ii'i-caL 

e€-ze'ma, or ee'ze-ma. 

i E'den, 

Most words ending in en drop the e in pro- 
nunciation, as dozen ^doz'n), soften (sof n), often 
(ofn), etc. The e in such words is sounded 
more frequently by unschooled pedants than by 
the careless. Some of the words in which the e 
should be sounded are aspen^ chicken^ hyphen^ 
kitchen^ lichen^ and marten. The e is also com- 
monly sounded when preceded by /, m, ?^, or r, 
as in woolen^ omen^ linen^ siren, barren; but 
fallen, stolen, and swollen drop the e. As for 
Bden, sloven, sudden, heathen, bounden, and mit- 
ten, some speakers suppress and some sound the e. 

e'dile. 
e'en — en. 
e'er — ar. 

effort, or effort, 
ftf-front'er-y, not -fr6nt'-. 
ef-fu'sive, not -ziv. 
e'go-tigm, or gg'o-tigm. 

Walker, Smart, and two or three others, pre- 
ferred to shorten the vowel by joining it to the 
g, and Walker thought this pronunciation would 
finally prevail ; but that does not at present 
seem probable. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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egregious — e-gre'jtis. 

There is an abundance of authority for mak- 
ing this a word of four syllables, but, if I do 
not err, there is no one nowadays that heeds it. 
Worcester, Webster, and the Century say e-gre'- 
juSy and give no alternative pronunciation. See 
oestial. 

either — e'tier, or i'liier. 

Smart says that between e'tJier and I'ther 
there is little in point of good usage to choose. 
The latest edition of Webster's dictionary says 
that analogy, as well as the best and most gen- 
eral usage, is decidedly in favor of e'ther. See 
neither, 

"For the pronunciation i'ther and ni'thery 
with the i long, which is sometimes heard," says 
Mr. Eichard Grant White, " there is no author- 
ity, either of analogy or of the best speakers. It 
is an affectation, and, in this country, a copy of 
second-rate British affectation. Persons oi the 
best education and the highest social position in 
England generally say eether and neether.^^ To 
this Dr. Fitzedward Hall replies : " On the con- 
trary, the analogy of eider^ height^ and sleight 
favors the pronunciation ither and nlther ; and 
so the words either and neither are, perhaps, 
most frequently sounded by cultivated English- 
men and Englishwomen." 

eleemosynary — 6l-e-m5z'e-na-re. 

There is good authority for sounding the s 
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sharp, but there is more authority for sounding 
it soft. 

e-Wgi'&Cy or 6l-e-gi'ac. 

There is abundant authority for the second 
marking, but for the most part, in this country, 
the word is made to conform to the rule that 
words ending in ia^ iac, ial^ iaUy eous, and ious 
have the accent on the preceding syllable; as, 
demoniac^ regalia^ melodious^ etc. 

6l-e-gi'§rcal. 

6l-e-phitn'tine, not -tin. 

616ve (Fr.j— a'lav'. 

eleven — e-l6v'n. 

Elgin — srgin, not -jin. 

gri-gi-ble, not e-lig'i-ble. 

6Ute*(Fr.)— adet'. ' 

E-liz'9,-b6th-an. 

This is the dictionary pronunciation of this 
word ; ease of utterance, however, generally, and 
very properly, I think, puts the accent on the 
penult — e-Uz-q-bUh'an, 

Ellen— eirgn, not 611'n, nor gll'tin. 
6lm, not 61'tim. 
6l-o-cu'tion, Tiot 6l-e-. 
61oge (Ft.)— a'lozli'. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 0. 
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elongate — e-l6ng'gat. 

N'j ending an accented syllable before g^ ky 
hard c or chy or qu, often has the sound of ng ; 
as in anger y ankle^ rancor^ anchor^ banquet^ etc. 

6ro-qu6nce, not -kwlince. 

e-lu'ci-date, not -lu'-. See aptitude. 

e-lii'sive, not -ziv. 

elysian — e-lizli'yaii, or e-lizli'e-an. 

elysium — e-llzh'yiim, or e-lizh'e-tim. 

emaciate — e-ma'she-at. 

em-balm', not -Mm'. 

embrasure — em-bra'zbur. 

fem-en-da'tipn, not e-m6n% 

e-merge'. See advertisement. 

e'mir. 

emollient — e-mbVyent. See bestial. 

em-pir'ic, or gm'pi-ric. 

The time was when the weight of authority 
was in favor of the second marking ; not so now. 

6m'pr6ss, not -pils. See ailment. 

6m-py-e'ma. 

6m-py-re'an. 

6n-ce-pha,ric. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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fin-chant', not -chftnt'. 

gn-€hi-rid'i-9n. 

en-cy-clo-pe'dic, or -pftd'ic. 

en-cy-clp-pe'dist. 

Eneid — e-ne'id. 

e-ne'ma, or 6n'e-ma. 

The first is certainly the general, and, as far as 
my observation goes, universal usage ; the second 
is the pronunciation of most of the dictionaries. 

e-ner'vate, or fen'er^vfite. 

The chief authority for saying Mer-vdte is 
popular usage ; nearly all the orthoepists say 
e-riMr'vdte. 

fen-fi-lade', or 6n'-. 

enfranchise — en-frto'chiz, or -chiz. 

fen'gine, not -jin. 

English — ing'glish. 

en-hance', not -hdnce. 

e-nig'ma. 

fen-ig-mat'ic, or e-nig-mat'ic. 

Though the weight of authority is against us, 
we nevertheless give the first place to Walker's 
and Stormonth's marking of this word. 

ennui (i'r.) — 6n'we'. 

See Key to Pronimciation, p. 6. 
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ensemble (Fr.) — 6ng's5ng'bL 

ensure — en-sliiir', not -sliur'. 

en-thu'si-figm, not -thu'-. 

entree (Fr.)— 6ng't^a^ 

enunciate — e-ntin'she-at. 

en-vSrop, verh. 

envelope, noun — 6n've-l6p, or 6ngVe- 

lop. 
enveloppe (Fr.) — 6ng've-l6p'. 
en-vi'rons. 
gp'au-l6t. 
e-pli6ni'e-ric. 
Ep-i-cu-re'ain. 

Webster alone of all the orthoepists gave this 
word the antepenultimate accent. 

epilogue — 6pi-l6g, not -log. 
epistle — e-pisl. 
6p'i-td,ph, not -taf . 
epizootic— 6p-i-z6-6t'ic. 
gp'o^li, or e'pO^h. 

The latter is a Websterian pronunciation, 
which is only permitted in the International, 
but is preferred by the Century. 

See Kej to Pronunciation, p. 6 
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equable — SkVg^-bl, or e'kwgrbl. 

Preference is given to Smart's and Stormonth's 
marking, though they stand alone. It is in anal- 
ogy with equity^ equitable^ equivoke^ etc., is more 
euphonious, and is believed to be more prevalent. 

equation — e-qua'shun, not -zhun. 

e-qugrto'ri-al. 

equerry — 6k'we-re. 

e'qui-n6x, not 6k'-. 

equipage — 6k'we-paj. 

equitable — 6k' we-ta-bL 

equivoke — 6k'we-v6k, or e'qui-vok, 

Er'^to. 

ere — Ar ; ere long — kx l6ng. 

Er'e-btis. 

er'got. See adverse. 

err — er. 

6r'rand, nx)t dr'tind, nor flr'ant. 

erudite — 6r'yu-dite, nx)t 6r'u-. 

This is one of the many instances in which 
t think it better to let the vowel take care of 
itself. Webster says the u of this word should 
have the sound of long oo, while Worcester says 
it should be sounded hardly at all. See accu- 
rate ; also querulous. 

See Key to Pronimciatioii, p. 6. 
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erudition — er-yu-dish'un. 
erysipelas — 6r-e-sip'e-l^, not ir-. 
6s-ca-pade'. 

escritoire (old Fr.) — Ss'cre'twdr', or, 
Anglicized, 6s'cre-tw6r. 

The orthoepists have all accented the last 
syllable, but this accentuation leaves the Angli- 
cizing of the word half done. 

68-9-t6r'ic. 

espionage — 68'pe-9-n4zli'. 

estuary — gst'yu-a-ry. 

^tagfere (Fr.)— a'ta'zhar'. 

eth-nOg'ra-phy. 

etiquette — 6t'i-k6t. 

etui (Fr.)— a'twe'. 

Eulalia — fi-u-la'le-a. 

euphemism — ^yu'fem-izm. 

euphemistic — ^yu-fe-mls'tic, 

Eu-rip'i-deg. 

Eu-ro-pe'an, not Eu-ro'pe-ai-n. 

Eii-rj^d'i-ce. 

eustachian — eu-sta'ehi-9,n. 

Eu-ter'pe. 

See Key to Pronunciation^ p. 6. 
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Sv-g-n-gSri-cal, or e-van-. 

The first marking is that of Walker and 
Smart ; the second, that of Webster, Worcester, 
and the Century. Preference is given here to the 
first, because it is thought to be more euphonious 
and more in accordance with good usage. 

e-va'sive, Tiot -ziv. 

evening — e'vn-ing, not ev'ning. 

6v'er-y, Twt 6v're. 

gv'i-d6nt, Tiot -dtint. 

evil — e'vl. 

ewe — yu, or yu. 

The first is the pronunciation set down by 
nearly all the orthoepists ; the second is that of 
the last edition of Webster. 

ex. 

The letter x in this prefix, wTien followed hy 
an accented vowel^ usually has the sound gz {x) ; 
sometimes, also, in the derivatives of such words, 
even though x stands under the accent, as ex'alta'- 
tion^ ex'emplary. 

When the accented vowel is preceded by A, 
universal custom drops the h if the sound of gz 
is given to the x. The h can be more easily 
aspirated when the x is pronounced as ks ; but 
the writer inclines to the opinion that the h is 
nearly always (from necessity) dropped in both 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 0. 
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cases — a point that the orthoepists seemr to have 
overlooked. 

e?-^t', e?-Actly, e^-ftct'Qr. 

exaggerate — egz-aj'er-fit 

ej-dg-ger-fi'tipn. 

ej-alt', 65-9,1-ta'tioii. 

ej-d-rn'me, ej-dm-i-M'tiQiL 

e?-am'ple. 

ej-fe^per-ate, ej-aa-per-a'tiQii. 

ex-c6rpt'. 

ex-cige', n^tm a/w? verb ; ex-cige'mg,!!. 

ex-clii'sive, 7i6>^ -klu'ziv. 

6x'cre-tive, or ex-cre'tive, adj. 

The first marking is Webster's, Worcester's, 
and the Imperial's; the second, Smart's, the 
Century's, and the International's. 

excruciate — eks-kru'slie-at. See accrue. 

ex-ciir'sion, not -zhtin. 

e?-6c'u-tive. 

e5-6c'u-tor, ej-gc'u-trix. 

6x-e-ge'si8. 

fex-e-g6t'ic-aL 

exemplar — egz-6in'pl9,r. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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exemplary. See conversant, 
exempt — egz-6mt'. 

The letter p is silent or very indistinct when 
it occurs between m and t in the same syllable, 
as in tempt,, exempt^ etc. 

ej-ert', ej-er'tion. 

exhale — eks-hale'. 

exliaust — egz-aust', or eks-haust'. 

exhaustible-egz-aust'i-bl, or eks-haust'-. 

exhaustion-egz-aust'yun, or eks-haust'-. 

exhibit — egz-ib'it, or eks-hib'it. 

exhibition — Bks-he-bish'un. 

exhilarate — egz-ira-mt, or eks-hiV^rat. 

exhort — egz-6rt', or eks-h6rt'. 

6x-hor-ta'tion, not 6gz-or-. 

exhorter — egz-6r'ter, or eks-h6r'ter. 

ex-hiime', Webster. 

e?-hume', Worcester. 

fex'i-g6n-cy, not ex-ig'en-cy. 

exile, noim — Sks'il. 

exUe, verb — 6ks'il, or egz-il'. 

The first marking is Webster's and Smart's ; 
the second, Walker's and Worcester's. 



^ See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



96 

ej-ist', ej-ist'ence. 

Sx'it, not fegz'it. 

ej-Og'e-notis. 

e?-6ii'er-ate, ej-On-er-a'tiQn. 

fex'o-ra-ble. 

e5-6r'bi-tant. 

e?-6r'di-1im. 

ftx-Q-t6r'ic. 

e?-6t'ic. 

ex-pa'tri-ate, ex-pa-tri-a'tion. 

Webster said eks-pat'- ; but the later editions 
of his dictionary mark the a long. 

ex-pert', adj. 

Sx'pert, or ex-pert', noun. 

The first is the accentuation that, I think, is 
destined to prevail. The second, however, is pre- 
ferred by several of our best authorities. 

6x'ple-tive. 

6x'pli-ca-ble, not ex-plic% 
6x'pli-ca-tive. 
ex-ploit'. 

ex-pl6'sive, not -ziv. 
ex-p6'nent, not -ntint. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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expos^ (Fr.) — eks'po'za'. 
ex-plir'gate, or gx'pur-gate. 
6x'qui-§ite, adj. and noun, not eks-quiz'it. 
fex-ta,nt', not gx'tant. 

The syllables of this word are properly about 
equal in quantity. 

ex-t6m'po-re, not -tSm'por. 

extinguisli — eks-ting'gwish. 

ex-tir'pate. 

ex-tir'pa-tpr, or gx'tir-pa-tpr. 

fex'tra, nx)t gks'tre. 

extraordinary — ex-tr6r'di-na-ry. 

Two or three of the older orthoepists said ex- 
tra-OT'di-na-ry, but this pronunciation has long 
been considered inadmissible. 

exuberant — egz-yii'ber-ant. 

gx-u-da'tipn. 

ej-iide'. 

ej-iilt', e?-1ilt'9,nt. 

gx-ul-ta'tipn. 

eyre — ar, or kr. 

eyry — a're, pr Ar'e, or e're. 

The first {d're) is supported by far the great- 
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est number of authorities. Webster said Vre^ 
but the later editions of his dictionary say d-re. 
Worcester says d're ; Smart, e'r^. 



Eytinge — St'ting. 



F. 

This letter has always the same sound except 
in the preposition of and its compounds, where 
it has the sound of v. It is never silent. 

In German, v has the sound of /. 

fagade (Fr.) — ^fa'sad'. 

facial — ^fa'shal. See bestiaL 

facile— f^s'il. 

ffic-sim'i-le. 

Fahrenheit (Ger.) — fa'ren-Mt. 

failure — ^faryur. 

fait accompli (Fr.) — ^fa'ta'cSng'ple'. 

fa'kir. 

falchion — ^faurchun, oi* -shun. 

falcon — ^faw'kn, not fitrkn. 

falconry — ^faw'kn-re. 

familiarity — ^f a-mil-ydr'i-te. See bestial 

fa-nit'ic, not fto'a-tic. 



See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



99 



ikr'Oy not fa'ro. 
fascia — ^f^h'e-a. 
* faubourg (Fr.) — f 6'bor' ; Anglicized, 
fo'borg. 
fau'cet, not ffe'-. 
fault, not f 6lt. 

The sounding of this word fSlt seems to have 
been one of Webster's innovations. Sheridan 
dropped the I and said fawt, 

Faure — ^for. 
faVor-ite, not -it. 
fSb'ri-fuge. 
fe'brile, or ffeb'rile. 

Smart is one of those that say feVril^ but he 
is with the minority. 

FSb'ru-a-iy, n^t -ru-. 

fecial — ^fe'shal. 

fSc'und, n^t fe'cund. 

f 6c'un-date, or f e-ctin'date. 

f6c-un-da'tion. 

feline. 

f6m'i-nine, not -nin. 

fgm'o-ral. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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feoff— fSf. 

ferrule — a metal rmg — ^f Sr'ril, or f 6r 'rul. 

fer'tile, not -til, 

ferule — ^ffer'ril, or f ftr'ruL 

This is according to the latest Webster, and, 
anomalous as the first marking may appear, it 
accords with the usage of our best speakers. 

fetich — ^fe'tish. 

fetichism — ^fe'tish-izm. 

fSt'id, or fe^tii 

fe'ti-sid. 

fi-dferi-ty, not fi-. 

fiery — ^fi're. 

figure — -fig'yur. See future. 

filet de bceuf (Fr.)— fe'la' de b6f . 

filial— fQ'yal, not firi-al. 

film, not fii'tim. 

fi-nale, not f e-Ml', nor fi-nal'. 

fi-nSnee', not fi'nance ; pl.j fi-nfin'ceg. 

fin-^Lii-cier'. 

This, much-used word is rarely pronounced 
correctly. There is no authority for fl-nan-cer' 
but popular usage. Perry said fe-ndn'se-er. His 
reason was, probably, because the word has four 
syllables in the French. 

See Key to Pronunciation p. 0. 
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finesse (Fr,) — ^fe'nSs', 

fiord (Swedish) — ^fe-6rd'. 

first, not f urst. 

fissure — ^fish'yur. 

flaccid — ^flak'sid, not flAs'id. 

flageolet— flaj'o-l6t. 

flambeau — ^flam'bo. 

flamingo — fla-ming'go, 

flatiron — fldt'i-urn. 

flaunt — ^flant, not flawnt. 

fleur de lis (Fr.) — flaiir de le. 

The sound of the diphthong eu in French is 
very like the sound of u in urge initiated with 
the long sound of a — i. e., with long a barely 
touched before sounding the 4. 

flew — flu, n^t flu. 

flexion — ^flSk'shun. 

floor — flor, not flo'a. 

Careless speakers often fail to articulate the 
letter r when it follows a vowel in the same syl- 
lable. 

flSr'id, fl9-rid'i-ty. 
flSr'in, not flo'rin. 
flo'rist, or flOr'ist 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 0« 
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flue, not flu. See adduce. 

flu'id, not flu'id, 

flute, n^t flut. 

folio — ^fol'yo, or fo'le-o. 

The choice between these two modes of pro- 
nouncing this word should, it seems to me, be 
easy. In my judgment, the third syllable is a 
superfluity. 

"I do not think this is a mere matter of 
choice. It comes precisely under your rule as 
to hestialy and is governed by a universal prin- 
ciple. — le-o is absolutely wrong, even if all the 
dictionaries give it — just as in genial^ cordial^ 
and in many other words." — Francis A, Tealh 

io'T&y. 

forbade — ^for-bM'. 

forecastle — for'kas-sl. 

f ore'f a-ther, not f or-f a'ther (antiquated), 

forehead — ^fOr'ed. 

Fdr'hM nowadays is hardly permissible. Yet 
there is a long list of orthoepists that favor this 
pronunciation. Smart among them, who says 
that fSr'ed is colloquial. 

foresaid — ^fore'sfid, not -sad, 

f 6r'est, not -ist. 

forge, for'ger, for'ger-y. 

I know of no authority for making the o of 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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these three words short, but I think it more than 
possible that the authorities will, some day, have 
to yield to the authority of prevailing usage. 

f or-g6t', not -git'. 

f6r'mi-da-ble, not for-Md'a-ble. 

fdrt'night. 

In the early editions of Webster's dictionary 
this word was marked forVnlt^ which possibly 
accounts for this pronunciation being so common 
with us. In England it is the universal custom 
to sound the i long. 

f6r'tres8, not fort'rfis. 

fortunate — ^f6rt'yu-nate. 

fortune — ^fdrt'yun. 

I leave the u of this word to the discretion of 
the speaker. The word has been pronounced by 
different orthoepists fdr'chun^ for'tun^ fdr'tun^ 
fdrt'yun^ fort'yun^ and fdrt'yun. It will be ob- 
served that in the utterance there is little differ- 
ence between the last three. 

fra'cas. 

The English still pronounce this word d la 
franQaise—frd'kd'. In America it was, very 
properly, Anglicized generations ago. 

frag'men-ta-iy, not frag-mgnt'a-ry, 
Francesca (It.) — fran-clias'ka. 
franchise — ^frdnchiz, or -chiz. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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frtoik-iii'cSiise, (yr frAnk'in-cSnse. 

The first marking is Webster's; the second, 
that of nearly all the other orthoepists. Ease of 
utterance, as well as the etymology of the word, 
will probably make Webster's marking generally 
preferred. 

frfi'ter-nize, frfit'er-nize, or fra-ter'nize, 

fra,t-ri-ci'dal. 

frdt'ri-cide, mot fra'. 

fre-qugnt', verb ; not fre'quent. 

The latter was the marking in the early edi- 
tions of Webster. 

Fr^re (Fr.)— Mr, 

Freycinet (Fr.) — fra'se'na'. 

fricandean (Fr.) — ^fre'kOng'do^ 

fricassee (Fr.) — fre'ka'sa'. 

This word may properly be treated as Angli- 
cized— /rfc-as-see'. 

fr6m, when emphatic ; otherwise, from. 

frontier — frOn'ter. 

Webster pronounced this word fron4er\ but 
this accentuation has been abandoned in the new 
editions, and Walker pronounced it fron'cMr. 

fr6nt'is-piece, not friint'% 
frOst. See accost. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6, 
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Froude — ^frdbd. 

fruc-ttf'er-otis. 

fru'gal. See accrue. 

fru-giv'9-roiis. 

fuchsia — ^fu'shi-a. 

fu'el, not ful, nor fu'iiL 

flil'cruin, 

f ftl'some, not foor-. 

The pronunciation fdbVsum is a discarded 
Websterian innovation. All the other orthoe- 
pists make the u short. 

furniture-^Mr'nit-yur, 

fu'tile, not -tiL 

future — ^fut'yur. 

In Webster we have the ultimate u of this 
word marked long, but this pronunciation will 
never, prevail ; nor should it. 



a 

This consonant has two sounds, one hard and 
one soft. It is hard before a, o, and w, except 
in gaol^ which is usually written as well as pro- 
nounced jail. 

Before e, t, and y it is sometimes hard and 

•See Key to PronunciaUoo, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



106 

sometimes soft It is generally soft in words 
from the Latin, Greek, and French, as in gentle^ 
geology^ gimit^ gymnast^ etc., and hard in words 
from the Saxon. These last are much in the 
minority. Some of them are gear^ get, gewgaw^ 
eager, gift, gig, gild, gird, girl, rugged, foggy, 
muggy, scraggy, etc. 

The g of ng is often pronounced as though 
doubled ; as in England, younger (ing'gland, 
young'ger). Before the verbal suflSxes ed, est, 
ing, er, it loses this double effect ; as in wing'ed, 
bring' est, sing'ing, hang'er. See N, 

gdb'ar-dine, gd^b-g^r-dine', or g4b'ar-diiie. 

Tlie first is Webster's, the second Worcester's, 
marking. Shakespeare accents the first syllable 
in The Merchant of Venice : 

"And spit upon my Jewish gabardine." 

Gade, N. W.— ga'de. 
Gaelic — ^ga'lik. 
gain-say', 
'gainst — ^ggnst. 
g&ir'isli. 
ga,ri-ot, 

gil'lant, hravey da/ring^ fine. 
gal-ldnt', polite and attentive to women. 
gallows — gdl'lus, or gdllOz. See bel- 
lows. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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galoche — ga-l6sh'. 

galsome — gawl'sum. 

ganglion — g4ng'gli-on. 

gangrene — ging'gren. 

gangrenous — gtog'gre-ntis. 

Ganz— gants, 

gaol— jail. 

gape— gap, or gap. 

The latter is the marking of Smart and sev- 
eral others, and is much followed in England. 

garden — gar'dn, or gar'den. 

Garibaldi — ga-re-Mrdi. 

garish, usually ^vritten g&ir'ish. 

garrote— gar-rSt'. 

gitr'ruJotis, not gar'yu-, nor -yu-. 

g&, not gftz. 

I gfc'e-otis, or gflg'-. 

The modem tendency is to sound the first s 
of this word sharp, and this is the pronuncia- 
tion sanctioned by both the Century and the 
International. 

gfis'o-line. 
gas-6m'e-ter. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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gasp, not gSsp. 

ga,th'er, not g6th'-. 

gaunt — ^gant, not gawnt. 

gauntlet — ^gantlet, n^t gawnt'-. 

Walker, Smart, Worcester, the International, 
and the Century pronounce this word as marked. 
For the pronunciation gawn there is some au- 
thority, but it is too slight to be considered. 
The sound aw in gauntlet^ haunt^ jaundice^ and 
similar words does not accord with good current 
usage. 

Gautier, Theophile — ta'6-f el' got'ya'. 

Geikie — ge'ke. 

g6n-e-flJ'o-gy, or ge-ne-fil'o-gy. 

g6n'er-al-ly, not g6n'rtil-ly. 

genial — jen'yaL See bestiaL 

genius — ^jen'yus. See bestial. 

ge'ni-tis, a deity ; pl.^ ge'ni'L 

Genoa — ^j6n'9-a, not je-no'a. 

gSn'tile. 

gSn'tle-mSn, not -miln. 

gents. 

Supposed to be an abbreviation of gentlemen. 
Pronounced — except by the very lowest orders — 
the most nauseating of vulgarisms. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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genuine — ^j6n'yu-in, not -in. 

ge-6g'ra-phy, not j6g'ra-f e, 

ge'p-mdn-cy. 

ge-6m'e-try. 

georgic— j6r'jic. 

G6r6me — ^zha'rom'. 

Gertrude — ger'trud, not -trud. 

gftr'und, not je'rund, 

gesture — ^j6st'yur. 

g6t, not git. 

gey'ger, or -ser. 

Stormonth and the Imperial are the chief 
authorities for giving this s its z sound. 

ghoul (Turk.) — gdbl. 

In the digraph gh at the beginning of a word, 
the h is silent, as in ghost^ ghastly^ etc. ; at the 
end of a word both letters are usually silent, as in 
high^ sigh, neigh, bough, through, borough, etc. 
In some words this digraph has the sound of /, 
as in. enough, tough, cough, laugh ; in some the 
sound of k, as in hough and lough. 

giaour (Turk.) — jowr. 
gib'bous, not jib'-. 

gi-gan-te'9,n. 

- 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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Gil Bias (Sp.)— hel bias, not zhel bla. 
gi-ra,ffe', not gi-. 
gird, girl, ^rth. 

The sound of i before r, resembling u in 
surge^ is precisely like the sound of e in ermine. 
See advertisement. 

glacial — gla'sh^ly or gla'slie-g^L See 

bestial 
glacier — gla'sher, or gla'slie-er. 
gl^rdi'o-ltis, not gla-di-6'lus. 
GMd'stone. 

glamour — ^glSin'or, or gla'mur, 
glance, gland, glass, glM. 
Glasgow — glSs'go. 
Glau'ber, n/)t gl6b'er. 
glisten — ^glis'n. 
Gloucester — ^gl6s'ter. 
glue, or glu. 

G6d, not gaud ; gSdlike, n/)t gaud'like. 
Go-di'va. 

golden — gold'n, not gol'dSn. 
g6n'd9-la, n^t gon-dc la- 
gone — g6n. 

Bee Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ill 

gdbge'ber-ry, or gobs'-. 

Said to be a corruption of gorseberry^ a name 
taken from the roughness of the shrub. 

gorgeous — gor'jiis, or gdr'je-iis. 

The Imperial and Stormonth make this a 
word of three syllables. 

go-ril'la, not gOr-rira. 

gOs'pel, not gaus % 

GOtli'am. 

G6th'9,m-ite. 

gouge— gowj. 

It will be a surprise to many to learn that, 
of twelve orthoepists, nine pronounce this word 
gooj^ a pronunciation that in this country, now- 
adays, is never heard. 

Gounod — go'no'. 

gourd — ^gord. 

Gourd is another word the pronunciation of 
which has recently changed. 

goAt (Fr.)— gob. 

gouvernante (Fr.) — goVar'naunt', 

gov-er-nftnte'. 

g6v'em-m6nt, not gtiv'er-miint. 



^ See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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g6v'eni-9r. 

Graef e — gra'f e, not grfif. 

grdm-i-niv'9-rous. 

gramme (Fr.) — gram. 

graii'g,-i7, not gra'ngrre. 

This word does not come from the English 
word grain, but from the Latin word granartum^ 
and, by our own analogy, has the antepenulti- 
mate vowel short. 

gr9,-niv'9"rous. 

gra'tis, or gra'% 

grease, noun — gres. 

grease, verb — grez, or gres, 

grea§'y. 

great. 

When Dr. Johnson compiled his dictionary, 
the greatest speaker in the House of Lords — 
Chesterfield — told him that^rea^ should be made 
to rhyme with state; and Sir William Yonge, 
the greatest speaker in the House of Commons, 
told him it should rhyme with seat, and that no 
one but an Irishman would pronounce it grait. 



grew — gru, not grn. 
gridiron — grid'i-iju'ii. 
griev'otis, not grev'i-iis. 



See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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griev'ous-ly. 
gri-mace', not grim'ftce. 
gri-mal'kin, not -maul'-, 
gri'my, not grlm'y. 
grisette (Fr.) — gre-z6t'. 
gristle — gris'L 
groat — grote, or graut. 

The pronunciation grot is preferred by the 
Century, the Imperial, Stormonth, and Hunter ; 
the International and Worcester prefer graut. 

grovel — grbv^ 

gru'el, not gru-. See accrue. 

guano (Sp.) — gwa'no. 

guardian — gard'e-an, or gard'yan. 

The second marking is Smart's ; the first, the 
International's, the Imperial's, and Stormonth's. 

guava — gwaVa. 

gu-ber-ng,-t6'ri-al, not gtib-. 

Guelfs — gw6lfs. 

guerdon — ger'dQn. 

guillotine — ^gillo-tin, or gil-lo-ten'. 

Takes its name from its inventor, Joseph Ig- 
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nace Ouillotin, Smart's gil-yo-Un* is somewhat 
nearer the French pronunciation. I do not see 
why it should not be Anglicized, hence I mark 
it as I do. 

guipure (Fr.) — ge'pur'. 
guitar — ^gi-tar', not git-tar'. 
Guizot (Fr.)— ge'zo'. 

The office of the u here is simply to make the 
g hard. 

gum-arabic — ^gftm-Ar V^ik, not -a-ra'biL 

Gumbert — gobm'bert. 

gfimg, n/)t goomz, 

gtin'st5ck, n^t -stauk. 

gtit'ta-per'cha, n/)t -ka. 

gym-na'si-tim, or -zhe-lim. 

gym-n^'tic. 

gypsum — ^jip'sum. 

gy'ra-to-ry. 

gyve — ^jiv, not giv. 

" Mr. Sheridan and Mr. Scott make thejr in 
this word hard ; but Mr. Elphinston, Dr. Ken- 
rick, and Mr. Perry, with more propriety, make 
it soft, as I have marked it." — Walker. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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H. 

This letter is merely an aspiration. It is 
silent in heir^ heiress^ herb, herbage, honest, hon- 
or, hour, and their derivatives. It is also marked 
as silent by several orthoepists in hospital, humor, 
and humble, and their derivatives. By some it 
is thought that there is an increasing tendency 
to sound the h in these words ; this is undoubt- 
edly true with regard to hospital, H is silent 
after initial g, as in ghost, ghastly, etc. ; after r, 
as in rhetoric, rhyme, etc. ; and also when pre- 
ceded by a vowel in the same syllable, as in oh, 
Jehovah, etc. 

The French talk about their aspirated A's, 
but thev never aspirate any. 

In German the effect of h in many cases is 
simply to prolonff the sound of the preceding 
vowel ; and in all the continental languages it 
has no effect after t. 

tfi'deg. 
Had you. 

" How often do people say * had jew,' * would 
jew,' 'could jew,' 'did jew,' 'and iew,' when 
they mean had you, would you, could you, did 
you, and you ; ' last cheer for last year, and 
'that chouth' for that youth! To keep clear 
of these absurd sounds, it is only necessary to re- 
member that initial Fin English is invariably 
pronounced like the u and the i of union, and 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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has never under any circumstances the power of 
any such consonant as J or Gft." — The Cultivator 
and Country Gentleman. 

Haeckel — hSck'eL 

halberd — hal'berd, 07' horberd. See 

halibut, 
halcyon — hdl'se-tin, or hal'she-iiiL 
half, not half, 
halibut— hal'e-btit, (yr hore-btit. 

The authorities, Smart, Stormonth, and the 
Imperial excepted, and general usage would 
have us say hdl'ibut; but since the spelling is 
hdl'ibut, why not pronounce it so ? 

halve, not halve. 

handkerchief — h tog'ker-chif ;pl.j -chif s. 

handsome — ^htod'sum, or hfin'sunu 

hAr'ass, not h^-rSs'. 

ha'rem. 

The Oriental pronunciation of this word is 
ha-refn^ 

haricot (Ft.) — a're'ko'. 
harlequin — ^harle-kwln, or -Mn. 

Nearly all the orthoepists projiounce the last 
syllable of this word khi. Why ? Because the 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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word comes to us through the French, in which 
the u is silent ? Inasmuch as in every other re- 
spect the word has been thoroughly Anglicized, 
it would seem that the pronunciation of this syl- 
lable should be Anglicized also. 

hau'-m6n'i-ca. 

H4r'ri-et, not har'-. 

hasten — ^has'n, not hSa'ten. 

tauncli — hanch. See gauntlet. 

taunt — hant. See gauntlet. 

Hause — ^how'ze. 

Hawaiian — ha-wi'y9,n. 

Hawarden — ^hard'n. See St. John. 

Hayti— ha'te. 

Haytian — ha'te-^n. 

he, pronoun — ^he. 

When emphatic, this pronoun is pronounced 
as marked ; otherwise the h is but slightly aspi- 
rated, and the vowel becomes obscure. See htm, 

" A man he was to all the country dear." 

— Goldsmith. 

" He who goes to bed, and goes to bed sober, 
Falls as the leaves do, and dies in October ; • 
But he who goes to bed, and goes to bed mellow. 
Lives as he ought to do, and dies an honest fel- 
low." 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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heard — herd, not herd. 

The pronunciation herd was sanctioned by 
Webster, yet before his time herd was the pro- 
nunciation of the more careful speakers. 

hearth — harth, not berth, except in verse. 

Previously to Walker's time there were at 
least three orthoepists — Elphinston, Johnston, 
and Buchanan — that pronounced the word Mrth. 

heather — hSth'er. 

heaven — hSv'n. 

He'bra-igm. 

He'bra-ist. 

He brew — he'brii. 

He'be. 

h6b-e-tu'di-nott8. 

Hfic'a-te. 

This is the classical pronunciation ; but Shake- 
speare, six times out of seven, makes it two sylla- 
bles — Mk'qt. 

H6c'u-ba. 

he-gi'ra, or hSg'i-ra. 

height — hit. 

Hei'ne, not hine. 

Final e in German is never silent. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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lieinv> hfi'nus. 
Hergn, Twt Hgrtin. 
H6re-na. 

heliochromy — ^he-li-6k'ro-my. 
Hellenic — ^hel-lgn'ik, Webster; heMe'- 
nik, Smart ; hSlle-nik, Worcester, 
helm, not hgriim. 
helot, or hfel'ot. 

Hemans — hgm'anz, not he'manz. 
hemistich — h6m'i-stik. 
her — ^her. 

So pronounced when emphatic ; otherwise the 
h is but slightly aspirated and the vowel becomes 
obscure. See hm. 

hgr'ald — he?' as in heretic and aid as in 

Donald, not httr'rtiid. 
he-r&l'dic. 
herb — erb. See advertisement. 

Smart, Stormonth, and several others say Mrbj 
but the h is never pronounced in this country. 

herbaceous — ^her-ba'shus. 
herbage — er'baj, or her'baj. 
her-biv'o-ra. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. & 
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lier-T^iv'pr-olis. 

Her-cu'le-an. 

herd. See advertisement. 

hereof — ^her-5v', or -Off'. 

The dictionaries generally favor the second 
sound, but the first is certainly much the more 
grateful to the ear, and then — if I do not err — it 
accords with the best usage. 

herewith — her- with', w -with'. 

Her-mi'o-ne. 

He-r6d'o-tus. 

h6r'9-ine, not he'rQ-in, ruyr he'ro-in. 

h6r'o-ism. 

Hertford — har'f Qrd. See St. John. 

Hes-pfir'i-deg. 

h6t'er-o-d5x. 

h6t-er-6p'g,-thy. 

Heyse — hi'ze. 

hi-a'tus. 

hi'ber-nate. 

hiccough — ^hik'kup. 

hi'e-rar-ehy. 

hi-er-o-glj^ph'ic, not hi-ro-. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



121 

tigh'way. 

him, pronoun — him. 

When not emphatic, the h is but slightly 
aspirated, and the vowel becomes very obscure. 
In ordinary conversation initial h is frequently 
dropped entirely, in the pronouns, by those whose 
articulation is least faulty. There are not a few, 
however, that, when they appear in public and 
are " on their mettle," studiously avoid slurring 
the pronouns, and consequently are careful to 
aspirate the h distinctly in his^ her, he, and hirrty 
no matter whether the thought demands that the 
pronoun should be emphasized or not; but in 
their endeavor to be nicely correct, they simply 
succeed in being pedantically wrong. This error 
seriously mars the delivery of many actors and 
public readers, making their elocution stilted and 
unnatural. Many of them slur my, not unfre- 
quently making it me, in fact, when the y should 
retain its long sound ; but they seem to think it 
would be a heinous offence to treat the other 
pronouns in a like manner. Pronouns in which 
the letters should have their full value are met 
with only at considerable intervals. 

hi-la'ri-otis, or hi-. 
hi-Mr'i-ty, or hi-. 
Hiii'd(5b, 07* Hin-dob'. 
Hindostan — hin-dos-iAn'. 
Hin-do-stftn'ee. 

See Key to Pronunciation p. 6. 
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Mp-pp-pOt'a-Dalis. 

hir-sute'. 

his, pronoun — hiz. See him. 

' The bosom of his Father and his God." — Oray. 

^^ His was a life of toil and penury, while 
mine is a life of ease and plenty." 

his'to-ry, not his'try. 

his-t6-ri-6g'ra-pher, 

Mth'er-most. 

The in most is always long. 

hoar'hound, not -hoTin. 

h6J'ly-h5ck, not -hauk, 

hftro-caust, not ho'lp-. 

hOm'age, nx)t 5in'-. 

homely, not htimly. 

homestead — home'stSd, not -stld. 

h6m-i-l6t'ic. 

h6m-i-l6t'ics. 

ho'moe-o-path. 

h6-moe-6p'a-thy, not h5'moe-o-pitth-y. 

ho-mo-ge-ne'i-ty. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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h6-m9-ge'ne-oti8. 

Smart says hdm-p'je'ne'&s, but all the other 
orthoepists make the o long. 

honest — On'est, not -ist, nor -list. 

" B-onest, honest lago," is preferable to " hon- 
iisty honust lago," some of our accidental Othellos 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

honi soit qui mal y pense (Fr.) — 6-ne 

swa ke mal e p5ngss. 
hoof. See cooper, 
hook. 

The only pronunciation of this word ever 
heard nowadays is hd6k, yet more than half of 
the older orthoepists pronounced it hook. 

hoop. 

Tlie pronunciation hdop, often heard in this 
country, is supported by very slight authority. 
Webster so pronounced it, but his dictionary 
now only permits it. 

ho-ri'zon, not hSr'i-zon. 
h6r'o-sc6pe, not ho'ro-scope. 
hors de combat (Fr.) — 6r de kawng'ba'. 
hdrae-ritd'ish, not -rfid'ish. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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liOs'pi-tgrble, not hos-pit'^rble. 

hOs'pi-tgbl, not Ss'pi-tal (antiquated). 

hostler — ^h6sler, or Osier. 

The first marking is supported by current 
usage, the second by the majority of the diction- 
aries. 

Hotham — htit'm. See St. John. 

hough — h5k. 

hound — hownd, not hown. 

housewife — hous'wif, or htiz'zif. 

As applied to a little workbag used by women, 
the word has the latter pronunciation; but it 
seems to be now seldom used in this sense. 

hOv'el, not hOvl. 

hov'er, not h6v'-. 

Some of the older orthoepists said hMer^ but 
the pronunciation is now decidedly old-fashioned. 
It is more frequently heard in ifingland than in 
' this country. 

humble — ttm'bl, or htim'bL 

There is a growing tendency to aspirate the 
h of this word ; all the later dictionaries — the 
International, the Century, the Imperial, and 
Stormonth — aspirate it. The like is true of the 
h in humor and humorist. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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tumor — ^yu'mur, or hu'mur. 

Smart pronounces this word hu'mur when it 
means moisture, as in a man's body, and yu'mur 
in the other senses. 

liumorist — ^yn'mor-ist, 07' tu-. 

ttiu'dred, not htin'durd (antiquated). 

hungry — ^hting'gre, not hting'ger-e. 

Iiy-dr6m'e-ter, 

hy-drOp'^rthist. 

hy-dr6p'a-thy, not hi'dr9-pilth-e. 

ty'gi-ene. 

hy-gi-6n'ic. 

hy-me-ne'al. 

liy-per'bflrtpn. 

hy-per'bp-la. 

liy-per'bQ-le, not ti'per-bol. 

hy-per-bo're-an. 

hy-per'tro-phy, 

li3?p-o-€h6n'dri-dc, or hi'pp-. 

The second is the pronunciation of the Cen- 
tury and of the Imperial. 

hj^p-o-^hQU-dri'a-cal, or bi-po. 
bypociisy — he-p6k're-8e, not hi-p5k'-. 

8ee Key to PronunciaUon, p. Q. 
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lifp-Q-CTiVi-caly not hi-pQ-. 

typ-o-der'mic, or lii-pp-. 

hj^p-9-g3s'tric, or hi-po-. 

hypothenuse — hi-pSth'e-niis, not -niiz. 

This word is very frequently — ^perhaps most 
commonly among mathematicians — ^pronounced 
Mp'dt'e-nuse ; but Smart is the only orthoepist 
that sanctions that pronunciation. 

hy-p9-th6t'ic, not liip-9-. 



I. 

This vowel has two principal sounds, a long 
and a short, as in di7ie and din. It has also three 
secondary sounds, heard in manw«,^r,and ruin 
respectively. 

I. 

This pronoun, in common with all the other 
pronouns of the language, and a long list of the 
particles, is touched more or less lightly when 
it is not emphatic. Unemphatic, it becomes i in- 
stead of i. 

lachimo — yitki-mo. 
ichneunaon — ik-nu'niQn. 
i-c6ii'o-cl^t. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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i-de'a, Twt i'de-a, nor i-der'. 

ides — idz. 

id-i-o-sj^n'cr^-sy, not id-i-os-in'crgrsy. 

idle— I'dL 

idol — i'dol. 

idyl— rdiL 

ig-no-ra'mu8, or -ra'mus. 

il-lu'sive, nx)t -ziv. 

il-lu'so-ry. 

il-ltis'trate, not illus-trate, 

il-ltis'trat-ed, not illus-trat-ed. 

il-liis'tra-tor. 

im'age-ry, or im'arger-y. 

The latter is preferred by Walker, Smart, 
Worcester, Stormonth, the Imperial, and one or 
two others; but usage is decidedly in favor of 
the former. 

imbecile — ^im'be-cil, -bSs'il, or -be-sel'. 

The first mode given here of pronouncing this 
word is the most correct, the second the most 
unusual, and the third the most pedantic 

imbroglio (It.) — im-broryo. 
im-brue'. See accrue. 
Im-me'di-ate, not im-me'je-at. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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Im-me'di-ate-ly. 



Walker permitted im-meyf-ate'lify but this 
pronunciation is now antiquated. 

im-merse'. See advertisement. 

im'mi-n6nt. See ailment. 

impartiality — im-par-she-fil'i-te. 

im-p6c'caL-ble. 

impecunious — ^im-pe-cun'ytts. 

im-per'fect. See advertisement 

im'pi-olis. 

im'pi-otts-ly, not im-pi'% 

im-plft'ca-ble, not im-plftk'-. 

im-por-tune', not im-p6r % 

im'pre-c§rto-ry. 

im-pri-ma'tur. 

im-pr6v-i-sa'tion. 

im'prQ-vige. 

im^pro-vig-er. 

These words have, I think, retained traces of 
their French origin long enough. I venture to 
mark them according to English analogy, and 
according to, at least, popular American usage. 

inappreciable — ^in-ap-pre'she-a-bl. 

6ee Key to Pronuaciation, p. 6. 
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in-au'gu-rate, not in-au'ger-ate. 

in-cSn'di-ariy. 

Smart and four or five others make this a 
word of four syllables, pronouncing it in-sM' 
dyar-e, 

in'€lio-ate. 

in-ci'sive, not -ziv. 

in-ci'sQr. 

incisure — ^in-sizli'yur. 

in-clSm'eii-cy, not -lin-. 

in-clude', not -Mud'. 

in-clu'sive, not -ziv. 

The Century, Stormonth, and one or two 
others, sound the u like long oo. 

iii-c6g'ni-to, Tiot iii-c6n'-. 

in-CQm-mgn'su-ra-ble (-shu-). 

iii-c6m'pa-ra-ble, Tvot -kprn-pAr'-. 

*' This is one of the words in our language,'* 
says Walker, " whose accentuation astonishes for- 
eigners and sometimes puzzles natives. What 
can be the reason, say they, that comparalle and 
incomparable have not the same accent as the 
verb compare? " They were so accented by Ash. 

incongruent — in-kOng'gru-ent. 
incongruity —in-kon-gru'i-ty. 

See Key to ProQuneiation, p. <L 
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incongruous — in-kOng'gra-otis. 
in-cQn-venience, -ven'yens. 
in-con- ven'ient, -ven'yent. 
Walker and Smart say in-kon-ve^ne-int 

in-cor-po're-al, not in-c6r'po-r^l. 

in-crease', verb ; in'crease, noun. 

For the noun the ultimate accent is becoming 
antiquated. 

incursion — in-klir-shun, not -zhun. 
in-de'cent. See ailment, 
in-de-co'rotts. 

This pronunciation is not only more soporous 
than in'dic'O'roUs^ but it is preierred by all thfe 
principal authorities. See decorous. 

indenture — in-d6nt'yur. 
In'di-an, or ind'yan. 
in'di-ca-to-ry, not in-dic'-. 

If this word were much used, the accent 
would probably be changed to the second sylla- 
ble, indie' atory. Indeed, we have now slight au- 
thority for this accentuation. 

indict — in-dit'. 
indictable — ^in-dit'a-bl. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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in-dig'e-notts. 

indiscernible — ^in-diz-zem'i-bl. 

in-dls'pu-ta-ble, or in-dis-pu'ta-ble. 

For the second accentuation we have the au- 
thority of the Century. 

indocile — in-d6s'iL 
in'dus-try, not in-dtts'-. 
inequitable — in-6kVe-ta-ble. 
inertia — in-er'she-a. 
inexhaustible — ^in-egz-aust'i-ble. 
in-6x'o-ra-ble, Tiot in-ex-6^-. 
in-6x'pi-arble. 

in-6x'pli-ca-ble, not -ex-plik -. 
in-6x'tri-cg,-ble. 
in'fan-tile, or in^f an-tile. 
In'f ?.n-tine, or in'f an-tine. 

It seems to be a matter of little importance 
whether we make the ultimate i of many words 
ending in He or ine long or short. For my own 
part, 1 have a decided preference in some cases. 
For example, I very much prefer to hear the 
short i in juvenile^ mercantile^ infantile^ liber- 
tiney and uterine. On the other hand, I prefer 
the long i in Alpine, Argentine, and brigantine. 
In pronouncing many of the words in i7ie or He 
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individual taste may be allowed to govern, but 
by no means in pronouncing all of them. 

in-fSc'und. 
in-fer'ai-ble. 
in'fi-del, not in'fi-dl. 
in-firm'. See advertisement. 
Ingelow — ^ln'je-l6. 
in-gen'iotis. See bestial. 

Several of the orthoepists make this a word 
of four syllables. 

in-ge-nu'i-ty, not -nob'-. 
in-g6n'u-otis. See accurate, 
ingratiate — in-gra'she-at, not in-gra'shat. 
in-h6s'pi-ta-ble, not in-hos-pit'grble. 



Smart says In-e-mVcal, Walker says that 
when the word first came into use (about 1780) 
the vanity of showing its derivation from the 
Latin inimicus^ where the penultimate i is long, 
and the very oddity of pronouncing this i long 
in inimical^ made this pronunciation fashion- 
able. 

initiate — in-ish'e-at. 
in most, not in'mtist. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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in-nate', or in'Mte. 

It seems to be of little importance which syl- 
lable is accented. Late authority favors the 
first. 

in'iiQ-cent, not -sttnt See ailment 
innoxious — m-n6k'8lius, 
inofficial — ^in-Qf-fish'al, iiot -Q-fisli'-. 
in-6p-p9r-tune'. 

There is little authority, at present, for in- 
op'pgr-tuney but I greatly err if this will not 
some day be the accepted pronunciation of this 
word. Its French origin is not a sufficient rea- 
son for giving it its present un-English accentu- 
ation. 

in-qui'ry, not in'qui-ry. 
insatiable — ^in-sa'she-a-bL 

The Century and the Imperial make only four 
syllables of this word — in-sd'sha-bh 

in-sa-ti'e-ty. 
in-scru'ta-ble, 
in-sec-tiv'9-roli8, 
in'sScts, not -seks. 
in-sid'i-otis, n^t -yu-iis. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6 
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insition— ^in-sizli'un, or sisli-. 

The dictionaries are largely on the side of the 
second marking, but, if I do not err, usage is de- 
cidedly on the side of the first. 

in'so-lSnce, not -lunce. 

in-8t6ad', v/yt -stid', 

in'stgp, Thot -stip. 

in'stinct, vvoun ; in-sttnct', adj. 

in-sti-tti'tion, Tvot -tu'-. 

in'stru-mSnt, not -mtint. 

in-su'per-a-ble, not -8tip'% 

insurance — in-sliur'ans. 

insure — ^in-shur'. 

in'te-gr^l. 

in'ter-est, verb^ not in-ter-6st', 

in'ter-est, nouUy not in'trest. 

in'ter-est-ed, not in-ter-6st'ed. 

in'ter-est-ing, not in-ter-6st'ing. 

In the dictionaries some stress on the third 
syllable, in the verb and its derivatives, is indi- 
cated by marking the e as distinct — &st ; and that 
was formerly the prevalent pronunciation. But 
the most careful speakers now generally make the 
third syllable as obscure in the verb and partici- 
ples as they do in the noun. 

a ___^ , 
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in'ter-im. 

in-ter-l6c'u-tor, not in-ter-lQ-cu'tor. 

international — in-ter-nftsh'un-^bl. 

in-ter'p9-late. 

in'ter-stice, or in-ter'stice. 

The authorities here are about equally divided. 
The International and two or three others accent 
the second syllable ; but Walker, Worcester, and 
the Century accent the first, which is more in 
conformity with usage and with analogy. 

interstitial — ^In-ter-stish'al. 

in-tgs'tine, not -tine. 

in-trigue', noun and ve7'hy not in'trigue. 

in-trp-duce', not -dus'. See aptitude. 

in-trude'. See accrue. 

in-tri}'siQn. 

in-tru'sive, not -ziv. 

in-tu'i-tive. See adduce. 

inure — in-yur'. 

in'va-lid. See ambergris. 

inveigle — in-ve'gl, not -va'gL 

inVen-to-ry, n^t in-v6n'to-ry. 

Johnson and Kenrick both said inve/^tory, 
but nowadays this pronunciation is never heard, 
unless it is from the most unlettered. 
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iii-v5c'airto-iy, or In'vo-cairto-ry. See in- 
dicatory. 
I-6-lto'the, 
I-6'ne. 

i'o-dide, or -dide. See chloride, 
i'o-dine, or -dine. 

The authorities are about equally divided with 
regard to this ultimate L The Imperial says I'od- 
id and t'od-in. My impression is that the long 
i will ultimately prevail. The Century and the 
International mark the i short. 

Iowa — i'o-wa. 

Iphigenia — ^if-i-je-ni'a. 

i-rde'ci-ble. 

iron — i'urn. 

Four or five authorities have sanctioned Vrun> 

irony, adj. — i'um-e. 

irony, noun — i'run-e. 

irrational — ir-rfish'un-al. 

ir-r6f'ra-ga-ble. 

There is authority for saying ir-re-frdg'a'blj 
which certainly is much easier of utterance. 

ir-re-fut'a-ble, or ir-r6f' u-ta-ble. 

Here, though the first marking is that of the 
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majority of the orthoepists, and though it has 
the advantage of being the easier of utterance, 
the second marking may possibly be considered 
the more elegant. If we say incomparable, in- 
disputable, irrevocable, irre/ragable, etc., why 
should we not say irr^/utable ? Walker insisted 
that this should be the accentuation. 

ir-re-me'di-a-ble. 

ir-r6p'a-ra-ble, Tiot ir-re-p&r'gi-bl. 

ir-r6s'o-lu-ble. 

ir-r6s'pi-ra-ble. 

ir-r6v'Q-ca-ble, Tiot ir-re-v6'ka-bl. 

isinglass — i'zing-glas. 

Iglam, or islam. 

Ismail — is-ma-el'. 

isochronous — ^i-s6k'ro-ntts. 

is'9-late, is'o-late, or i'sQ-lat. 

The first marking is Walker's, Worcester's, 
and Smart's; the second, the Century's ; and the 
third, the Internationars. 

i-s6m'er-ism. 

Ig'ra-el. 

issue — ^ish'shu. 

isthmus — ist'mus, or is'mus. 

Italian — i-ta.l'yan, not i% 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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i-<Al'ic, not i-. 
i-tin'er-§bnt. 
i'vo-ry, not iv'ry. 
Ixion — ^iks-i'on. 



This consonant has always the same sound, 
and is never silent. 

In words in which d precedes a letter having 
or embodying the sound of y in an unaccented 
syllable, the sound of j is often substituted for 
the combined sounds of d and y — as soVjer instead 
of sold'yer^ and m6j'U'ldt instead of mdd'u-ldt — 
just as ch is substituted for the combined sounds 
of t and y in question^ nature^ etc. It is doubtless 
possible to preserve the pure sounds of d and y 
where they appear in these connections, but it is 
well-nigh certain that the most careful speakers 
generally fail to do it. 

Ja'cob, not ja'cop. 

Jic'Q-bin. 

Jacques (Fr.) — zMk. Jaques, in "As 

You Like It," is pronounced 

ja'qu6z, 
ja.g-u-ar',^ ja'gwar, not ja'gar. 
jarap, not jorup (antiquated). 
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Janauschek — ^yan'ou-sliSk. 

Janish — ya'nisli. 

jan-ty, Tiot jaun'ty. See gauntlet. 

Jto'u-a-ry, not j6n'-. 

JAp-an-ege', Tiot -ese'. 

jfis'mjne, or ja§'mine. 

' The first pronunciation is probably most fre- 
quently heard, and now it is that of the greater 
pumber of the authorities. 

jaundice— jan'dis. 

jaunt — jant. 

javelin — jdvlin. 

jean — jan. 

j6op'ard-ize. 

A modern word, not in good repute. The 
correct word to use i^ jeopard, 

jer-e-mi'ade. 

jerk. See advertisement. 

Je-ru'sa-lSm, not -za-. 

jet d'eau (Fr.)— zha' do'. 

Jew — ^ju, or ju. 

The Century, Smart, and Storraonth for 
the first; the International, the Imperial, and 
Worcester for the second. 
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jewel — ^ju'el, not jul. 

jew'el-er. 

Joaquin (Sp.) — wa-ken'. 

io-c6se'. 



jo-c6se. 

j6c'und. 

join. 

Until toward the close of the last century the 
diphthong oi was very generally pronounced like 
long i, Bsjine instead otjoiriy rile instead of roil^ 
etc. ; but now this pronunciation is confined to 
persons of the most limited culture. 

joist, not jist. 

jostle — ^j6s'sl. 

joust — ^jtist. 

This word is more frequently written as it 
is pronounced. The French pronunciation is 
zhgst. 

jovial — jov'yal. 

Or, in deference to the dictionaries, jo-vi-al^ 
though I think they are supported neither by 
usage nor by analogy. If we say jo'vi-al and 
cor'di-al^ we should say Ju'li-an and Lu'ci-an. 
See bestial 

jowl — ^jol, not jowl. 
Judaic. 
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jttdg'ment, not -mtint. 

Judic — zhu'dek (Fr.). See ruse de g. 

jti'gu-lar, Tiot jiig'-. 

juncture — ^jtingkt'yur. 

junior — jtin'yur. 

Stormonth would have us say /t^-n^-t^r, which 
I am as unwilling to do as I am to say cor^di-al. 

Ju'pi-ter, not ju'bi-. 

ju-ris-c6n'sult. 

jtts'ti-fi-ca-tive, or jus-tif' i-ca-^tiv. 

ju've-nile, or -nil. See infantine. 

The authorities for marking the i of this word 
long are all English, and then they are greatly 
in the minority. 

The vowel w preceded by j is often sounded 
like long oo by the Century and by Stormonth. 



K. 

This letter before all the vowels has one uni- 
form sound. Before 7i in the same syllable it is 
silent, as in kneel^ knit, know, etc. ; it is likewise 
silent after c, as in back, crack, haddock, etc. 

kangaroo — kfliig-ga-rdb'. 

8ee Key to Fronunciation, p. 8. 
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keelson — ^ksrson, or kel'-. 

ker'nl. See advertisement 

ket'tle, not MtU 

khan (Turk.) — ^kawn, or kitn. 

Khedive — ^kgrdev'. 

kiln — ^kil, Twt Mln. 

kind. 

When a, t, or % is preceded in the same sylla- 
ble by the sound of g or ^, many speakers, espe- 
cially in England and our Southern States, intro- 
duce a slight sound of e, as in car, card^ hind^ 
garden^ guards gtdde^ girl, sky^ etc. If not car- 
ried too far, this can hardly be considered objec- 
tionable, as it effectually corrects a certain gut- 
tural utterance of these words that the best usage 
is careful to avoid. 

kirk. 

Kirschwasser (Ger.) — kersh'vas-ser. 
kitch'en, Twt Mtch'n. 
knout — ^nowt. 

knowledge — nSVej ; nolej is very anti- 
quated, 
kraal — kral, kral, kra'al, or krfil. 

Here is a variety, certainly. Which is to be 
preferred I have not the faintest idea. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



143 



This liquid consonant always has the same 
sound. In many words it is silent, as in hahriy 
calm, half, calf, almond, jpalmer, walk, could, 
should, etc. 

la'bel, not Ift'bl. 

la'bpr-er, not la'brur. 

labyrintli — ^la,b'e-rintli. 

Ifteb'ry-mose, not -moz. 

Idc'Q-nlgm, Tiot Ift'cQ-. 

LaJla Rookh — ^la'la rook 

Mm'ent-a-ble, not la-mSnt'^-bl. 

lAn'dau (au as in haul). 

Landwehr (Ger.) — ^lant'var. 

The German w, find it where you may, is 
sounded like our v. 

Lange (Ger.) — ^lang'e. 
lang syne — Mng sin, not zul 
language — ^l^ng'gwaj. 
languid — Itog'gwid. 
languor — Mng'gwpr. 
La-6c'o-6n. 
la-pSr, not Mp'el. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. ff. 
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la-ryn'ge-aL 

la-ryn'ge-abn. 

la-rjhi-gftro-gist. 

last, not last. 

la'tent, w)t Mt'-. 

lath, (yr lath, not Mth. 

Lat'in, not Mt'n. 

Mt^tlce, w)t Mt'tns. 

laud'a-nlim, not l6d'-. 

There is authority for IM-^ but it is evidently 
a corruption. 

laugh — ^laf, not Mf. 

launch — lanch, not launch. See gaunt- 
let, 
laundress — lan'dres, not Iaun'% 
laundry — lan'dre, not laun'% 
laurel — ^lau'rel, on* l6r % 

lava. 

leaped — lept, or l6pt. 
leam'Sd, adj. See blessed, 
leeward — le'ward, or lu'ard. 
I6g'ate. 
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I6g-a-t6r'. 

le^gend, or iSg'end. 

The Century, the International, and Stor- 
month prefer Ug'end^ which would seem to give 
it the weight of authority. 

I6g'eii-da-iy. 

legislative — ^16 j Is-la-tiv. 

legislator — I6jls-la-tur, not -la't6r. 

legislature — 16 j 'is-lat-yur. 

For an obvious reason these three words are 
much mispronounced. There is small authority 
for the penultimate accent which ease of utter- 
ance generally gives them, and none for the ante- 
penultimate (le-gis'la-tive^ etc.) which some affect. 

Leigh — le, not la. 

Leipsic, in Saxony — lip'sik. 

Leipsic, in the United States — lep'sik. 

leisure — le'zhur. 

This is the only way of pronouncing this word 
that nowadays is admissible in this country. In 
England, however, lezh'ur is common, although 
sanctioned by only one modern orthoepist. 

Ifingtli, not iSnth. 

leniency — ^len'yen-ce, or le^ni-6n-ce. 

lenient — len'yent, or le'ni-6nt. 
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iSn'i-tive, not le'ni-. 

Leominster — ^l6m-8ter. See St. John. 

le'o-nine. 

Igp^er, not le'per. 

Leroux — le-roo'. 

I6s's6r, or Ie8-s6r'. 

le'thal. 

le-thar'gic, not iSth'ar-. 

Le'the, Le-the'an. 

lettuce — Ifet'tis. 

This looks to me very like a corruption. I 
can see no sufl&cient reason for not saying Ut'tus. 

Ifev'g^nt, le'vg^nt, or le-vint'. 

I6v-ee', a gathering of guests. 

levee — iSv'e, a hank along a river. 

Igv'el, not I6vl. 

leVer, or l6v'er. 

The second is a Webster pronunciation thai 
has already fallen into disuse, yet the Century 
sanctions it. 

Lever, Charles — ^leVer, not ISv'er. 

I6v'er-age, or le'ver-. 

Stormonth and the Imperial prefer to sound 
the e long. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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liaison (Fr.) — ^le-ft'zawng'. 

li'bel, not li'bl. . 

lib'er-tlne, not -tin. See infantine. 

licentiate — li-s6n'sbe-at. 

It will be observed that in this word the last 
vowel, which is two removes from the accented 
syllable, is left to take care of itself. This, it 
may be seen, has been the usual practice in the 
cases of all vowels similarly situated, especially 
when they were in the penult. This vowel is 
marked long (a) by Smart, and obscure (a) by 
Worcester. Smart says, then, that this a is like 
a in fate ; Worcester, that it is like a in sedative. 
Now, it is neither the one nor the other, but 
something between the two, which something it 
is safe to leave every one to find out for himself ; 
and whether the speaker brings out the quality 
of the vowel a little more or a little less than he 
perhaps should, may be set down as one of the 
least of sins against good usage. 

lichen — ^li'ken, or lich'en. 

The few English orthoepists who have given 
the pronunciation of this word are divided in 
relation to it ; but as a Greek and Latin word, 
it is pronounced ll'ken ; the French keep the ch 
hard, pronouncing it le'ken ; and the pronuncia- 
tion of li'ken appears to be supported by the best 
usage among American botanists. — Worcester. 

llc'or-ice, not -er-isb. 
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lien — ^le'en, li-en, or len. 

In the early editions of Webster's dictionary 
' this word was marked Un^ and now the Interna- 
tional has returned to this pronunciation, which 
certainly has the sanction of popular usage. 

lieutenant — ^lu-t6n'9,nt, l6f-, or l6v-. 

It is not easy to see why our orthoepists 
should differ so widely in their modes of pro- 
nouncing the first syllable of this word, since 
none of them seem to have made any effort to 
imitate its pronunciation in French. Preference 
is given here to the first marking — which is the 
International's and the Century's — because it 
comes nearest to what the orthography demands. 

lilac, not li'l6k, nor lal6k. 

lin'e-a-ment, Twt lin'i-ment. 

Care should be taken not to pronounce the 
second of these two words when the first one 
expresses what is meant. 

lingual — ^ling'gwal. 

Lin-nae'us, Lin-nae'an. 

lin'sey-woorsey, not -ze. 

listen — ^lis'n. 

literature — lit'er-at-yur. 

In my judgment this is a word in which the 
u should receive its full name sound. To rob 
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it of its y sound gives the syllable a thin, bodiless 
quality that is far from being pleasing. Webster 
says Ut'er-a-ture. See caricature. 

Ii-th6g'r§b-pher, li-th6g'ra-phy. 

litigious — li-tij'lis. 

li-tAr'gic. 

livelong — livl6ng, not liv'lftng. 

liv'er-y, not liv % 

livre (Fr.) — levr. 

loath, adj. — loth, not loth, no^* I6th. 

loathe, verb — loth. 

loathsome — loth'sum. 

lo-ca'tiQn, not 16% 

lOc'u-to-ry. 

logomachy — lo-g6m'a-ke. 

long' -lived, nx)t -livd. 

loth, not I6th. 

lough — l6k. 

louis d'or (Fr.) — lo'e dor, not dor. 

low, verb — ^lo. 

Walker said that in his opinion the giving of 
ow in this word the long sound of o was a nov- 
elty, and ought to be exploded. He said it 
should be sounded like ow in now^ yet the long 
has prevailed. 
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lu'cid, not 111'-. 

lu'ci-f er, not lu'-. 

lu'cre, not lu'-. 

Lu'cy, not lu'-. 

lu'di-crolis, not lu'-. 

luke'warm, not luk'-. 

lu-per'cg^l, m* lii'per-caL 

lute, not lut. 

Leave the latter pronunciation to Stonnonth, 
whose long double o's in allude^ lute^ adjudicate^ 
enthusiasm^ etc., form one of the distinguishing 
characteristics of his dictionary. 

Lu'ther-an, not lu'-. 

luxuriance — ^lligz-yu'ri-ans. See ex. 

luxuriant — ^Itigz-yu'ri-aint. 

luxurious — liigz-yu'ri-lis. 

luxury — ^Ittk'shu-re. 

ly-ce'lim, not li'ce-tim. 

Lyonnaise (Fr.) — le'lin'naz'. 



M. 

This letter has always one sound, except 
in accomptj accoumtant^ and comptroller, pro- 
nounced and usually written account^ account- 
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ant^ and controller. It is silent when it precedes 
n in the same syllable, as in mnemonics, 

Machiavelian — mfl,k-e-a-v6ryan. 
machinal — ma-slien'al, or mak'i-nal. 

The International, the Imperial, Smart, and 
Stormonth for the first; the Century and Worces- 
ter for the second. 

mach-i-na'tion, mftk-. 
mdc'ro-cftgni, or ma'cr9-c6gm. 
mM'am. 

Not unfrequently good taste is offended by 
the retention of the French word madame in 
translations. This is especially true of transla- 
tions for the stage. Few things are more dis- 
pleasing to a cultured ear than the unnecessary 
mixing of languages. 

madame (Fr.) — ^ma'dam'. 
Madeira — ma-de'ra, or -da'-, 
mademoiselle (Fr.) — madm'wa'zgl', not 

mM-lim-wa-zSl, nor mftm-zgr, which 

is exceedingly vulgar. 

In this word an Englishman encounters his 
greatest difficulty in the proper utterance of the 
last syllable, to which the Frenchman gives a 
very clear dental utterance, while the English- 
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man is wont to let the sound come from his 
throat. 

Ma-dras'. 

Maid-rid; 

ma foi (Fr.) — ma fwa. 

mfi'gi, Twt mag'i. 

magnesia — mag-ne'zhe-a. 

mag-nif 'i-cent, not -stint. See ailment. 

mag-no'li-a, not -norya. 

Magyar — ^mad'yar. 

mahout — ma-how't. 

main'ten-g^nce, Twt man-tan'g,ns. 

majolica — ma-yOri-ka. 

mal ^ propos (Fr.) — ^mal a pro'po'. 

ma-la'ri-a, not ma-la'-. 

Ma-lay'. 

m4l-e-ffic'tor. 

mall, a public walk — mSJ. 

mall, a wooden hammei' — maL 

In Walker's time this word seems to have 
been pronounced mil, "This word," he says, 
" is a whimsical instance of the caprice of cus- 
tom. It has not only changed its deep sound 
of a in all into the a in alley ^ but has dwindled 
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into the short sound of e in mall^ a walk in St. 
James's l^ark, where formerly they played with 
malls and balls, and whence it had its name; 
and, to crown the absurdity, a street parallel to 
this walk is spelt Pall Mall and pronounced pell 
mell, which confounds its origin with the French 
adverb ^^te mele.^^ 

mai-ma'. 

mftrn'mil-la-iy, not m§bm-mil'a-re. 

mto-da-rin', not min'da-rin. 

mfin-drag'o-ra. 

manage (Fr.) — ^mg^'nazh'. 

ma'neg, not m&nz. 

mango — mftng'go. 

ma-ni'a-caL 

Mto-j.to'ba. 

manoeuvre — mai-nu'ver, not ma-nii'-. 

mto'Qr, not ma'nor. 

mftn'Qr-house, not mft'nor-. 

mto'sird' roof. 

mansuetude — ma,n'swe-tud. 

mantua-maker — mfin'tu-mfik'er. 

mg,-rfis'mus, not -rfls'-. 

Marat (Fr.)— ma'ra'. 

The French a, unless it is under the circum- 
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flex accent, is not broader than the a in fastj 
grasp. 

marchande de modes (Fr.) — mar'- 
shangd' de mod'. 

The letter o in French generally has the sound 
of in son, won, done, or of o in or, nor, for, 
except when under the circumflex accent (o). 
Hence we should say, for example, Mf a Id mod, 
not mod. 

marchioness — ^mar'shun-Ss. 
mtol-gold, not ma're-. 
m&r'i-tal, not mar'-. 

Both Smart and Knowles pronounce this word 
ma-rVtal, 

mir'i-time. 

mar'jo-ram. 

Marjoribauks — ^marcli'Mnks. See St. 

John, 
mar'ket, Vjot -Mt. 
Mar'mo-ra. 
mar'vel, not marVl. 
mas'cu-line, not -lin. See infantine, 
mask, not mflsk. 
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massacre — ^mfe'sg,-ker. 

massage — ma-sazh'. 

mas'ter, not volM-. 

ma.t'iii, not ma'tln. 

ma'trix, not mit'% 

ma'tron, not mfit'-. 

mfit'ron-abge. 

mfi'tron-al, or mftt'rQn-al. 

mit'ron-ize. 

ma'tron-ly, nx)t mftt'-. 

mdt'tress, not mat-trfiss'. 

mg^-tu'ti-nal. 

There are several authorized ways of pro- 
nouncing this word. 

Mauch Chunk — mawk chunk. 

mau-so-le'um. 

mauvais goAt (Fr.) — mo'va' gob. 

mauvaise honte (Fr.) — moVa' zaungt. 

mayonnaise (Fr.) — ^ma'y6n'az'.. 

may'or-al-ty. 

measure — ^mSzh'ur, not mazh'% 

mechanist — ^m6k'an-ist. 

Medici (It.) — ma'de-che. 
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me-di§'i-naL 

Dr. Johnson was of opinion that this word 
should be accented on the penult, mM-i-cVnal^ 
and so it has been frequently accented by the 
poets. 

mediqne — mSd'e-sln, not mfed'sn. 

me-di-eVabl, or m6d-. 

mediocre — me'de-o-ker. 

me-di-6c'ri-ty. 

Sheridan's pronunciation of this word was 
me-j6h're'ty. 

m6d'ul-la-ry. 

Smart, Stormonth, and one or two others, say 
m^'duVla-ry. 

meerschaum (Ger.) — mar'showm. 

The au has the sound of ow in oivl^ and there 
is little, if any, difference in the quantity of the 
syllables, as is often the case with compound 
words. 

mei-6'sis. 

Smart and Craig accent the first syllable. 

Meissonier — ma'son'ya'. 

meliorate — mePyor-at. 

A small minority of the orthoepists make this 
a word of four syllables. See bestial. 
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mSrp-dra-ma, or -dra-ma. 

The second marking is supported by abundant 
authority, but few, if any, seem to heed it. All 
the authorities mark the e short. 

Mel-p6m'e-ne. 

memoir — m6m'w6r, or me'mw6r. 

A hundred years ago this word was univer- 
sally accented on the second syllable ; now it is 
universally accented on the first. 

m6m'o-ry, not mSm'iy. 

manage (Fr.) — ^ma'nazh'. 

menagerie (Fr.) — ^m^'nazh'e-re'. 

menagery — ^me-n4zh'e-re, or -nij'. 

mSn-in-gi'tis, not me-nin'gi-tis. 

mer'can-tile, m* -til. See infantine. 

The pronunciation that makes the i long of 
mercantile^ juvenile^ and of some other words 
that end either in He or in ine^ has in this coun- 
try become antiquated. In England, where they 
have greater respect for age, they still frequently 
make the i of these words long. See infantine, 

mer'chant. See advertisement. 

Sheridan pronounced the e of this word like 
the a in march^ and as late as about 1770 this 
was the general pronunciation. In the course 
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of the next twenty years the sound of a wore 
away and the sound of e was fully established. 
Sermon^ service^ etc., were also pronounced with 
the sound of a, and clerk still is so pronounced 
in England, and sergeant is still universally so 
pronounced. 

mercy, merd, merge, mermaid. 

mesmerism — m6s'mer-izm. 

The dictionaries tell us to sound the first s of 
this word and of its derivatives like z^ which is 
contrary to the prevailing custom, etymologically 
incorrect, and not euphonious. 

mesne — men. 

messieurs — mas'jrdr'. 

The English orthoepists have marked this 
word in no less than ten different ways, agreeing 
in only one thing — that the final s should be 
sounded. Now, tliis s is absolutely silent ; so is 
one of the other eses. The first syllable is per- 
fectly represented by mds^ and the second syl- 
lable is very nearly represented by yUr, If, in 
pronouncing this syllable, the speaker irruigines 
a long e between the y and the u, and then, hav- 
ing prepared the organs of speech to sound it, 
goes directly to the H, he will perhaps get the 
sound of the syllable somewhat more perfectly. 
The sound of the r is very short and obscure. 
See monsieur, 

messuage — mgs'swaj. 
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mSt-al-lAr'gic, 

mfet'al-lAr-gy. 

m6t-arin6r'phose, not -phoze. 

me-te-6r'o-lite. 

metonymy — ^me-t6n'e-me. 

m6t-ro-p6ri-t9,n. 

mfez'zariime, 

mi-a§'ma. 

Michaelmas — mik'el-mas. 

mi'crobe, 

mi'cro-scope, not mic'ro-. 

mi-cro-scttplc, not -scop'ic. 

mi-cr6s'co-pist, or mi'cro-sco-pist 

The authorities are about equally divided with 
regard to the accent. The International accents 
the second, the Century the first syllable. 

mi'Cr6s'co-py, not mi-cro-sc6p'y. 

mid'wife-ry, or mid'wife-ry. 

Mi-ka'do. 

Milan, 

We Anglicize the orthography of this proper 
name : why should we not do likewise wijbh the 
orthoepy? Bryce, Earnshaw, and Thomas say 
MifaUy while Wright says Mi-lan^ neither of 
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which is any more like the Italian pronunciation 
me-Wno than ml'lan is, while ml'lan has the 
advantage of having one full vowel sound. In 
Shakespeare's time it seems to have been pro- 
nounced me'lan. See " The Tempest." 

milch, adj.j not milks, 

Millais— mil'la'. 

Millet, E.— meria'. 

millionaire — ^mil-yuii-Ar'. 

Milnes — mllz. 

mi-m6t'ic. 

min-er-arp-gy, not -Oro-gy. 

miniature — mln'i-at-yur. 

This word has had " a time of it." The au- 
thorities have said, each in his turn, that it should 
be pronounced mWl-at-yur^ min'it-yur^ min'ya' 
ture^ min'i'Q^'ture^ mWe-iur^ min'it'Chiir^ mm'' 
e-q-iur, inin'e-a-ch'&r, and mWi-tur, The fifth 
and the last, which are probably intended to be 
the same thing, and the second and the sixth, 
ignore the a entirely. These four markings are, 
at the best, but the record of vulgar usage. 

Min'o-taur, 
mx'niis, not min'us. 
mi-nute', or mi-nute', adj, 
minute, noun — min'it, 
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mir'arcle, not m6r'-. 
mi-rilc'u-loiis, not mi-, 
mi'rage. 

The French pronunciation of this word is 
meWdzh'. It is time, it seems to me, that we 
shouldpronounce it according to English anal- 
ogy. The introducing of foreign sounds in 
speaking always affects the ear unpleasantly. 
The retention of frdUca! by the English seems 
to me absurd. 

" As low my fires of driftwood burn, 
I hear that sea's deep sounds increase, 
And, fair in sunset light, discern 
The miVo^e-lifted Isles of Peace." 

— John Greenleaf Whittier, 

mirtli. See advertisement, 

mis'g^n-thrope, 7iot miz'-. 

mischievous — ^mis'che-vtis, notmis-ehe'-. 

" The old authors, and the modern vulgar, 
accent the second syllable of mischievous.^^ — 
Smart. 

mis'chiev-ous-n6ss. 
misconstrue. 

This word, despite the dictionaries, is gener- 
ally accented on the last syllable, and this ac- 
centuation, I am confident, will, sooner or later. 
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be accepted by the lexicographers. Mis-cin'- 
strue will never prevail, nor is it desirable that 
it should. See construe. 

misfortune — ^mis-f6rt'yuii. 
mi-86g'grinist, 

ini-s6gV^y- 

misogynist — me-s5 j 'e-nist. 

misogyny — me-s6j'e-ne, 

mistletoe — miz'zl-to. 

mit'ten. 

The Century, the Imperial, and Stormonth 
drop the second t. 

mnemonics — ne-m6n'iks. 

mobile — ^mo-bel', or mo'bil. 

The first is the pronunciation of Walker and 
Worcester, and is always heard in the name Mo- 
bile ; the second, that of the Century, the Inter- 
national, the Imperial, and Stormonth. Smart 
says mob'il 

m6ck, not mauk. See accost, 

mOd'el, not mOd'l. 

M6d'e-na. 

mOd'est, not -ist, nor -list, 

moisten — mois'n, not -ten. 
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mo-l6c'u-lar. 

mbVe-cvle. 

m6l-es-ta'tion. 

Moli^re — ^moryar'. 

M6n'§,-c6, not Mp-na'co. 

mSii'ad, mo-nM'ic. 

m6n'as-t6r-y, not -te-ry. 

mon'e-ta-ry. 

mongrel — ^mllng'grel, 

m6n-o-c6t-y-le'don. 

mo-nOg'a-moiis. 

mo-ii6g'9,-my. 

m6n'o-grAm, n^t mo'no-. 

iii6ii'o-gra,ph, not mo'no-. 

m6n'o-l6gue, n^t mo'no-log. 

mSn-o-ina'ni-a, 

mSn-o-ma'ni-ac. 

m6n-9-syl-Mb'ic, 

monsieur (Fr.) — ^mos'yAr'. 

This marking perfectly represents the pro- 
nunciation of the first syllable of this word, the 
t> being like the o in son. The second syllable is 
like the second syllable of the plural. The r in 
both cases is^ really a silent letter, but with its 
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aid the pronunciation of the syllable is better 
represented to the English eye than it could be 
without it. It is marked obscure in order that it 
may be merely hit^ and not dwelt upon. Care 
should be taken to give the syllables the same 
quantity. See messieurs, 

MontecucuK — mSn-ta-ku^ku-le. 

morale (Fr.) — mo'rfil', 

morceau ; pl.j morceaux (Fr.) — m6r's6'. 

mdr'ga-nat'ic. 

m6r'i-biind, not mo'ri-, 

Morpheus — m6r'f e-iis, or mdr'fus. 

morphine — mdr'fin, not m6r-f en'. 

mdr'sel, not mdr'sl. 

mdr'tal, not mdr'tL 

Mosenthal — mo'zen-tal. 

MSg'lem, not M6s'-. 

mSths, not mSthg. See truths. 

mo'tion-lSss, not -liis. See ailment. 

mountain-^moun'tin, not -ting, nor -tn. 

mountainous — moun'tin-iis. 

muezzin — mwed'zin. 

mtil-ti-pli-ca'tion, not -pi-. 

mtirti-tude, not tud. See adduce. 
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Miincliausen — ^mlin-chaw'zen, 

mu-nigl-pal, not mu-ni-cip'al. 

Murat (Fr.) — ^mu'ra'. See ruse de g., 

also Marat. 
mAr'der-er, not mAr'drer. 
mtis-co-va'do, 
mu-ge'um, not mu'ge-um. 
miisli'rdom, not -ri5biL 
mtis-taghe'. 
my — ^mi, or mi, never me. 

When, from being used in contradistinction 
to another personal pronoun, my is emphatic, the 
y has its full, open, long-i sound. Thus we would 
say, " Is this m^ ink, or yours f " But when there 
is no such emphasis — and there is but rarely — the 
y has the sound of obscure i, as in mi-nute' and 
miraculous, which is very nearly the sound of y 
in many, only, etc. " My [mi] ink is as bad as 
my [mi] pen,^^^ These rules, however, are and 
should be departed from in certain cases where 
we would express respect or emotion. " My [mi] 
brother shall know of this.'' " Sir, this lady is 
my [mi] wife." " Ay, madam, she was my [mi] 
mother ! " Say mi in these sentences, and they 
become commonplace ; you take all the soul out 
of them. 

myself — ^misfelf. 

The length of the first vowel depends on the 

l l* ; 
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stress given to the word — the more stress the 
longer the vowel. 

myrmidon — ^mer'me-dSn, not mir% 
mythology — me-thSl'p-je, not mi-th6r% 



N. 

This letter has two sounds : one simple, as in 
man^ ten^ not ; the other compound, as in thanks 
banquet^ anxious^ pronounced thangk^ bang'quet^ 
angk'shus. The sound of ng is really a distinct 
and simple alphabetical element, unlike that of 
either constituent of the digraph. When final 
after I or m^ n is silent, as in kiln^ condemn^ 
solemn, hymn, limn, autumn, etc. 

naiad — ^na'ygd. 

naif (Fr.) — ^na'ef , masculine. 

naive (Fr.) — mi/ qy\ feminine. 

naively — na-e v le. 

naivete (Fr.) — na-ev'ta'. 

na'ked, not nfeck'ed. 

nape, not n^p. 

naphtha — nilp'tha. 

nfir-rate'. 
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nto'cent, not na'sent. 

nas'ty, not nfts'ty. 

na'tgrto-ry, 

national — nftsh'un-g,!, not na'shun-g^L 

The first marking is that of all the orthoepists 
except Webster, and his mode of pronouncing 
the word is not even permitted in the new edi- 
tions of his dictionary. 

nationality — ^nSsh-un-Are-te. 

nature — nat'yur. 

nausea — ^naw'she-a, not naw'se-a. 

nauseous — ^naw'shus, not naw'se-tis. 

ng^-vlc'u-lar. 

near'est, not -ist 

n6c-ro-l6g'ic. 

ne-crOrp-gy. 

nfec'tar-ine, not -ine, nor -en. 

ne'er — jiAr, nx)t ner. 

neglig6 (Fr.) — na'gle'zha'. 

neither — neither, oi' ni'tJier. 

There is very little dictionary authority for 
saying ni'ther, but of late years this mode of pro- 
nouncing the word seems to be preferred by some 
of our most careful speakers. See either. 
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Ne'me-an. 

Smart, Stormonth, and Hunter accent the 
second syllable. 

NSm'e-sis. 

nephew— nfev'yu, or nfef yu. 

" This word is uniformly pronounced nh'vii 
by the English orthoepists ; but in the United 
States it is often pronounced nSf'fu. Smart re- 
marks that ' jt? with A, in almost all cases, is pro- 
nounced/. In Stephen, this sound is vocalized, 
that is, converted into v ; and likewise in nephew^ 
almost the only word in which the combination 
occurs that is not immediately referable to a 
Greek origin.' " — Worcester, 

The later editions of Webster give nifyu, re- 
marking that the English dictionaries uniformly 
mark it nh'yu. The latter, to my thinking, is 
the more euphonious pronunciation of the word. 

The Century, the Imperial, Smart, Worcester, 
and Stormonth prefer mv'yu. 

nfep'o-tigm. 

Nfept'une, vot nfep'tune. 

nerve. See advertisement. 

nestle — n6s1. 

nSth'er-niost. 

neu-rargi-a. 

neu'ter, neu'tral, not nu'-. 
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new — nu, not nu, 
New-found'land. 

This accentuation is believed to accord with 
the best usage. 

New Orleans — ^nu or-lenz'. 

This, in the opinion of the writer, is the better 
mode of pronouncing the name of the American 
city. Besides harmonizing with the spirit of the 
English language, it is easier of utterance and 
more euphonious than drHe-anZy which is a mon- 
grel pronunciation at the best. The pronuncia- 
tion that prevails in the South, however, is rm 
6r'le-a7iz, 

news — nuz, not nuz. 

newspaper — ^nuz'pa-per, not nuz'% 

niaiserie (Fr.) — ne'a'ze-re'. 

, ni'ce-ty, not nis'te. 

The second was Webster's marking of this 
word, but this pronunciation is now not even 
permitted T^y his editors. 

niclie, not nish. 

nic'o-tine, not -ten. 

ni'lii-li§m. 

ni-tr6g'e-nous. 

noblesse oblige (Fr.) — no'blfes' o'blezh'. 
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ii6m'^. 

The Imperial is the only authority for mak- 
ing the long. 

no-mM'ic. 

no'men-clat-ure, or no-men-clat'ure. 

n6m'i-na-tive, not n6m'na-tive. 

nSn'age. 

nonchalance — n6n'sLg,-lan8. 

nonchalant — n6n'sha-lant. 

There can be no objection, I think, to Angli- 
cizing these words, especially as the French pro- 
nunciation offers insurmountable difficulties for 
those that do not pronounce French. 

none — ^ntin, not non. 

nook, or nook. 

nOt'a-ble, industriouSj careful^ bustling. 

not'^rble, remarkablej memorable. 

nothing — ^niith'ing, not n6th'% 

Notre Dame (Fr.) — no'ter dam. 

nSv'el, not n6vl. 

n6v^'el-ty, not n6v'l-ty. 

novitiate — no-vish'e-at. 

no'wayg. 

Johnson says of nowise, " This is commonly 
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spoken and written by ignorant barbarians no* 
ways?'* — ^" These ignorant barbarians . . . are 
Pope, and Swift, and Addison, and Locke, and 
several others of our most eminent writers." — 
Dr, GampheU. 

noxious — nSk'shus, 

nu'di-ty, not nu'-. 

nuisance — ^nii'sans. See adduce. 

nuncio — ^ntin'she-o. 

nuptial — ^nttp'shal, Twt -chal. 

nu'tri-mfent, not nu'tri-mttnt. 



O. 

This vowel has seven sounds, as in note^ nofj 
soriy move^ wolf^ nor^ and major. 

o'a-sis, pl.j o'a-seg ; 07* 9-a'sis, pL^ o-a'seg. 

The Imperial permits o-d'sis, and this accent- 
uation is preferred by the Imperial, the Century, 
and two or three others. 

oath — 6th ; pi., oathg. 

6b'du-rate. 

obeisance — o-ba'sance, or o-be'-. 

The weight of authority is in favor of the 
first marking ; usage, in this country at least, 
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would seem to favor the second, which is prob- 
ably owing to Webster's influence. Walker em- 
phatically preferred the first, for the reason that 
ei when under the accent is most frequently pro- 
nounced like long a, and the corresponding ey 
always, except in key, 

6b'e-lisk, not 6'be% 
o-bQse', not -bez'. 

o-bSs'i-ty- 
6'bit, or 6b'it. 

The first marking is much to be preferred, 
but here, as in many other cases, the second 
marking is given as a matter of information, and 
as an incentive to the student to think and ex- 
amine for himself. And then I am not unmind- 
ful that there are few things in which it is more 
dangerous to be dogmatic than in the pronun- 
ciation of English. 

obligatory. See conversant. 

All the later authorities — the Century, the 
International, the Imperial, and Stormonth — 
accent the word on the first syllable. 

oblige — o-blij'. 

"When Lord Chesterfield wrote his Letters 
to his son, the word oblige was, by many polite 
speakers, pronounced as if written oUeege — as 
if to give a hint of their knowledge of the 
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French language ; nay, Pope has rhymed it to 
this sound : 

'Dreading even fools, by flatterers besieged, 
And so obliging that he ne'er obliged,'^ 
But it was so far from having generally obtained, 
that Lord Chesterfield strictly enjoins his son to 
avoid this pronunciation as affected. In a few 
years, however, it became so general that none 
but the lowest vulgar ever pronounced it in the 
English manner; but upon the publication of 
this nobleman's Letters, which was about twenty 
years after he wrote them, his authority had so 
much influence with the polite world as to bid 
fair for restoring the i in this word to its original 
rights; and we not unfrequently hear it now 
pronounced with the broad English i in those 
circles where, a few years ago, it would have 
been an infallible mark of vulgarity." — WalJcer. 
"Smart says: 'The word oblige^ which was 
formerly classed with marine^ etc., is now pro- 
nounced regularly.' John Kemble is said to 
have corrected the Prince of Wales (George IV) 
for adhering to the former pronunciation, by 
saying, ' It will become your royal mouth better 
to say oblige.'* " — Worcester, 

ttb-li-g6r'. 

ob-lique', 

obnoxious — ob-nOk'shus. 

ob-sc6n'i-ty, not ob-sce'ni-ty. 

6b'se-quieg, not ob-se'quieg. 

- •■^j 
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5b's9-lete, not 61>S9-Iete'. 

ob-trude', not -trade'. See accrue. 

ob-tru'sive, not -ziv. 

ob-ttise', not 'ivL^e'. 

Ob'verse, noun. 

pb-verse', adj. 

oc-ca'gion, not o-ca'gion. 

occlilt', not ftc'cult. 

oceanic — o-she-ftn'ic. 

Oc'tave, or 6c'tave, 

oc-taVo, or 6c-taV6. 

There is no dictionary authority for the sec- 
ond marking, and yet that is the pronunciation 
that seems to be preferred by many of our care- 
ful speakers — for the reason, doubtless, that they 
think it the more euphonious. 

oc-t6g'e-na-iy. 

6c'tu-ple, not oc-tu'ple. 

o-de'on. 

6'di-otis. 

The best usage now makes this a word o^ 
three syllables. 

off— ttl 

6f' f er, not au'f er. 
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Office, not au'fiis. 

official — pf-fisli'al, not 6-fisli'§L 

officiate — of-fisb'e-at. 

officinal — 6f-fis'i-naL 

The Century, strangely enough, drops one of 
the/'s. 

officious — of-fish'us, not o-fish'ua 

ftft. * ' 

6ften — ftf n, not ftf ten. 

o'gle, not 6gle. 

olden — old'n, not old'en. 

6-le-o-mfir'ga-rine, not -jgr. 

The letter g is always hard before a, except 
in gaol^ now disused in this country. 

o-Ub'a-ntim, 

ombre (Fr.) — awngl3r, not om'br. 

ftm'e-let, not 6m let. 

6ml-noiis, not o'mi-notis. 

omniscience — om-nish'ens. 

6n'er-olis, not o'n^r-otis. 

only, n^t tinly. 

6n'yx, or o'lifx. 

The second marking is that of the Interna- 
tional, Smart, Hunter, and Worcester, and from 
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the fact that Worcester gives no other we may 
suppose there was no other to give; but cur- 
rent usage, I have recently discovered, especially 
among persons not accustomed to consult the 
dictionaries, seems to favor the short o. Stor- 
month and the Imperial mark the o short, which 
is evidence that dn'yx is preferred in England. 
The Century also prefers myz. 

6'pabL 

6ph'i-o-mto-cy. 
ophthalmy — Of-thg^rmy. 
opinion — o-pin'yun. 

Some of the orthoepists caution us not to let 
unaccented o in such words as opmion^ observe^ 
oppose^ command^ conceal^ condition^ contain^ 
content^ possess^ police^ etc., degenerate into short 
or obscure u. •While it is well to heed their ad- 
vice, it is also well to remember that to make 
these o's too long is perhaps more objection- 
able than to make them too short. How un- 
pleasant, for example, to hear pedantic igno- 
rance say po'lice and po-sess ! An endeavor to 
avoid sounding the o like short or obscure u 
should be mjde with nice discrimination, as 
by making it too long one's utterance becomes 
pedantic, which of all elocutionary faults is the 
worst. 

ttp-o-derdoc, not -dir% 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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9p-p6'nent, not Sp'pQ-neiit. 

The latter, though often heard from tolerably 
correct speakers, is unauthorized. 

ftp-ppr-tune', or ftp^ppr-tune. 

orange — Sr'anj, not 6rlnj. 

o-rfing'-ou-tdng'. 

6r'€hes-tra, or or-«li6s'tra. 

Among the orthoepists that accent the second 
syllable of this word are Walker and Smart; 
but that pronunciation is rarely used by careful 
speakers. 

6r'€hes-tral, or or-€h6s'tral. 

6r'-ehid, 6r'€his. 

6r'de-al, not or-de'aL 

The latter is not even permitted by any of 
the orthoepists. 

6r'di-na-ry, not 6rd'na-iy. 

The second marking was permitted for the 
adjective and preferred for tne substantive by 
Walker, while Sheridan pronounced the word 
Or'ner-e, 

orgies — 6r'jiz, not -jez. 

6r'i-fice, not 6'ri-. 

oriflamme — or'i-fltoi, nx>t o'ri-. 
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9-rigl-nal, not -onaL 

Orion — o-ri'uiL 

orison — 6r'e-zun. 

9r-nate', or dr'nate. 

The International, the Century, Stormonth, 
Hunter, and Smart accent the second syllable. 

or-nate'ly, or 6r'nate-ly. 

o'ro-tttnd. 

The ultimate accentuation, o-ro-tUnd', is be- 
coming antiquated. 

Orphean — or-fe'an, or 6r'fe-an. 

The Century accents the first syllable. 

Orpheus— or'fus, or 6r'f e-tis. 

The first is the classic, the second the popular 
pronunciation. 

6r'tho-e-pist, or or-tho'e-pist. 
6r'tho-e-py, or pr-tho'e-py. 

One may say or-tho'epy and or-thd'epist on 
the authority of Wright, Clarke, Knowles, and 
Stormonth, and of Fulton and Knight ; and this 
is the pronunciation I should recommend, if I 
had the courage to do so in the face of such 
weighty authorities as Walker, Worcester, Smart, 
the Century, the International, and the Imperial. 

I am convinced from observation that, at the 
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least, nine persons in every ten pronounce these 
words with the antepenultimate accentuation, 
and that many persons have great difficulty in 
throwing the accent forward to the first syllable. 
These facts, added to the fact that analogy at 
the least permits the antepenultimate accent, in- 
cline me to think that the orthoepists make a 
mistake when they accent these words as they 
do. Personally, I very much prefer the dic- 
tionary accentuation ; the popular accentuation 
sounds -to me very inelegant, but I have no rea- 
son to believe that this is owing to anything but 
to habit. 

ostler — Os'ler. 
otium — o'slie-iim, 
outre (Fr.)— o'tra', 
overalls — 6'ver-alz. 
6-ver-seer'. 

All the later orthoepists make this a word of 
three syllables. 

6'vert, not 9-vert'o 

o-vip'a-rolis, not o-vi-pfi'rotis. 

6-v6-vi-vip'a-rotis. 

6x'ide. 

6'yer, not oi'er. 

Oj^s'ter, not 6rs'ter. 
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P. 

This letter has but one sound. It is silent 
when initial before ;^, 5, or t, as in pneumatics^ 
psalm, ptarmigan. It is also silent or very in- 
distinct when oetween m and t in the same syl- 
lable, as in tempt, exempt, etc. ; but when pre- 
ceded by m in the same syllable and followed by 
t or k in the next syllable it is more properly 
sounded, as in te^nptation, exemption, sumptuous, 
bumpkin, pumpkin, etc. In raspberry, receipt, 
sempstress, and corps it is also mute. 

pfieh'y-derm. 

pft€li-y-der'ma-touo. 

p9rcif-i-ca'tion, or p^-i-fi-ca'tion. 

pa-cif' i-ca-tor, or pdg-i-fi-ca'tor. 

The first marking is the International's, the 
Imperial's, the Century's, and Smart's ; the sec- 
ond, Walker's and Worcester's. 

pa-df'i-cgrto-ry. 

Paderewski — pa-der-6fs'ke. 

paean — ^pe'an. 

pageant — pfi j 'ent. 

Pd'jent is growing obsolete. It was Webster's 
pronunciation, but his dictionary now only per- 
mits it. 

pageantry — pftj'ent-re. 
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pal'g^je, not pfil'as. 

The latter smacks of preciseness, which is 
only another name for pedantry. 

palankeen — pfil-an-ken^ 

pa-la'ver, not p^i-lftv'er. 

Pal'es-tine, not -ten. 

paletot (Fr.) — pa'le-to'. 

parfrey. 

Pall Mall— p6l m6L See mall. 

. Hunter's pronunciation is pal mdll^ but he is 
quite alone. 

palm — ^pam, not pftm. 

Palmerston — ^pam'er-ston. 

Pam'e-la. 

pfin-a-ce'a. 

panegyric — pftn-e-jir'ik. 

Smart, Walker, Sheridan, and others pro- 
nounce this word pdn-e-jer'tL Worcester re- 
marks : " Though Smart pronounces squirrel and 
panegyric^ sqtiir'relKn^p&n'e-jir'ik^ yet he says, 
' The irregular sound of i and y in squirrel and 
panegyric we may hope in time to hear re- 
claimed ; a correspondent reformation having 
taken place in spirit and miracle^ which were 
once pronounced sp&r'it and mer'a-cle,^ " 
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pto'el, not pfln'L 

panorama — ^pto-o-ra'ma, or -rft'md. 

Paii-tlie'911, or Pfin'the-911. 

" Mark how the dread Pantheon stands, 
Amid the toys of modern hands, 
How simply, how severely great ! " 

— Akenside. 
" Hail, learning's Pantheon ! Hail, the sacred ark 
Where all the world of science does embark." 

' — Cowley. 
p4n't9-mime, not -mine. 

papier mAche (Fr.)— pap'ya' ma'shft'. 

pgrpy'riis. 

pairra.b'Q-la, not pftr-grbola. 

pftr'a£-fin, not -fen. 

paralogism — pa-ral'o-jizm. 

par'cel, not -slil. 

pftr-e-gttr'ic, not -gaiiric. 

parenchyma — ^p§rr6n'ke-ma. 

p&r'ent, or pa'rent. 

p4r'ent-age, or pa'rent-age. 

par-he'li-on. 

Pa'ri-ah, or pa'-. 

pa-ri'e-tal. 

Parisian — pgrrizh'yan. 
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Par-me-gftn'. 
Par'nelL 

Properly accented on the first syllable. 

" This tomb inscribed to gentle Pamell's name, 
May speak our gratitude, but not his fame." 

— Goldsmith. 
pdr'Ql (legal word). 
pa-role' (military worcT). 
parquet — par-k6t', o?* par-ka'. 

There is much more authority for the first 
pronunciation than for the second. 

partiality — par-she-al'e-te, or -shftl'e-te. 

par'ti-ci-ple, not part'si-pL 

part'ner, not pard'% 

par'tridge, not pit'-. 

Pascal — pas'kal'. 

pasture — past'yur. 

It is strange that Webster and Worcester, con- 
temporary authorities, should differ as widely as 
they do in marking the u of this word. Web- 
ster says it is long, which it certainly is not ; it 
is obscure, as Worcester marks it. 

pas'ty. 
pit'ent, or pa'% 
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pftt-en-tee', or pfi-ten-. 

According to nearly all the authorities, the a 
of these two words should have its short sound. 
In England the a is sounded long more fre- 
quently than in America. 

path, not pftth. 

pa'thfts, not pftth'os. 

pfit'ri-mo-ny, Twt pa'tri-. 

pa'tri-Qt, not pit'ii-. 

pa-tri-6t'ic. 

pa'tri-ot-igm. ^ 

pa'trpn, not pit'-.^ 

pftt'rpn-age. 

Smart and Stormonth sound the first a long. 

pftt'ron-al. 

Smart says paJtron-al^ but the balance of 
authority is decidedly in favor of making the a 
short. 

pa'trpn-gss, not pifrpii-. 

pfit'ron-ize. 

peculiar — ^pe-kul'yar. 

Smart says pe-ku'le-ar ; but there are few per- 
sons, surely, that will have the bad taste to imi- 
tate him. See bestial. 
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peculiarity— -pe-kul-yftr'i-ty. 

There is abundant authority for saying pe-hu- 
le-dr^e-ty. See bestial. 

pecuniary — pe-kun'ygrre. See bestial. 

p6d'a-g6g-igm. 

pedagogue — ^p6d'a-g6g, not -gog. 

pSd'a-go-gy. 

pe'dal, adj. ; pSd'al, noun. 

p6d'es-tal, not pe-d6s'-. 

PggVslis, m)t Pe.gas'us. 

peise — piz. 

pel-lu'cid, not -lu'-. 

pe-nfi'teg (Lat). 

pgn'cil, not p6n'sL 

Pe-ngl'o-pe. 

pen-in'su-la. 

penitentiary — pfin-i-tfin'sligrry. 

pe'ntdt, or pe-niilt'. 

pe-nu'ri-olis, not -nu'-. See adduce. 

pe'o-ny, n^ot pi'ny. 

perch. See advertisement. 

peremptory. See conversant. 

per'fect, adj. See advertisement. 
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per'f ect, or per-f6ct', verb. 

The latter pronunciation is the more com- 
mon, being in accordance with the general rule 
of change of accent in a word used both as a 
noun or adjective and a verb, as con'duct^ con- 
duct' ; but the weight of authority is in favor of 
the former. 

per'fume, noun. 

The ultimate accentuation of this noun, al- 
though there is authority for it, is little used in 
this country by careful speakers. 

per-fume', verb. 

per-fttnc'to-ry. 

perihelion — ^per-i-heryun. 

pgr'il, not -lil. 

pe-ri-ftd'ic, not p6r-i-. 

per'jure. 

per'mit, or per-Mt', noun. 

It is thought that the ultimate accentuation 
of this word will in time prevail. 

Persia — ^per'she-a, not -zhe-. 
Persian — per'shan, not -zhan. 
persiflage (Fr.) — ^per'se'flazli'. 
per-sist', n/)t -zist'. 
per'son. See advertisement. 
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per'son-age. 

per-86ii'i-:fy. 

per-spi-ra'tion, not pr6s-pi. 

per-sua'sive. 

The Imperial and Hunter sound the ultimate 
8 like z, 

pe-ruge'. See accrue. 

pestle — pSsl. 

pgt'al, or pe'tal. 

The second marking is becoming antiquated. 
It was Walker's pronunciation. 

Petruchio — ^pa-tru'ke-o. 

phaeton — fe'e-ton, not fe'ton, nor f e'ton. 

pharanx, or pha'Mnx. 

" The pronunciation ph&l'anx is the more 
general; hut phd'lanx is the more analogical." 
— Walker, 

Is Walker correct in saying that it is more 
analogical to make the a long ? Pha^ followed 
by a consonant, and under an accent — ^primary or 
secondary — is almost always, if not always, short. 
This marking is supported by Smart, the Impe- 
rial, and Stormonth, and by well-nigh universal 
usage. 

Pharaoh — ^ffi'ro, or fa'ra-6. 

pharmaceutic — ^far-ma-sii'tik, not -kii'-. 
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pharmaxjopoeia — far-ma-ko-pe'ya. 

pliil-an-tlir6p'ic, not phi-lam-. 

phil-o-l6glc. 

phi-l6ro-gy. 

pliil-9-§6pli'ic, or -s6pli% 

plileg-ma.tlc. 

Some of the earlier orthoepists accented the 
first syllable. 

ph6n'ic8, not pho'nics. 

pli6s'pli9-rtis. 

plio-t6g'ra^-pher, 

pli9-t6m'e-tiy. 

plir6ii-o-l6g'ic. 

phthisic — tiz'ik 

phthisis — ^thi'sis, or ti'sis. 

phj^g-i-6g'n9-my, not -6n'9-my. 

" There is a prevailing mispronunciation of 
this word, by leaving out the ^, as if the word 
were French. If this arises from ignorance of 
the common rules of spelling, it may be observed 
that g is always pronounced before n when it is 
not in the same syllable ; as, sig-nify^ indig-nity^ 
etc. ; but if affectation be the cause of this error. 
Dr. Young's ' Love of Fame ' will be the best 
cure for it." — Walker, 
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pi-a'nist 

pianoforte (It.) — ^pe-a'no-for'ta. 

pic-t6g'ra-pliy. 

picture — ^pikt'yur. See pasture. 

piebald — pi'bald. 

pied, adj. — ^pid. 

" Meadows trim with daisies pied, 
Shallow brooks, and rivers wide." . 

— Milton. 
pi'et-igm. 

pigeon — pidj'on, not -in. 

pin'cerg, Twt pin'cherz. 

pincli'bSck, not -bflx^k. 

piquant — pfkant. 

pis'mire, or pis'mire. 

pla'cgrble, not pMk'a-ble. 

pliic'ard. 

The dictionaries tell us to pronounce this 
word, both the noun and the verb, plq-kdrd*. 
Why ? Because it comes to us from the French ? 
A very poor reason, since in French it is pro- 
nouncea ^Za'Mr', which is as unlike pla-kdrd' as 
it is unlike the pronunciation that harmonizes 
with the language into which it is adopted, 
namely, plak'drd* In language, as in everything 
else, that that is neither " fish, flesh, nor fowl " 
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is distasteful. Mongrel pronunciations are as 
offensive to the ear as orthographical monstrosi- 
ties are offensive to the eye. 

plagiarism — ^plfi'je-rizna. 

plagiarist — ^pla'je-rist 

plagiary — plfi'je-re. See bestiaL 

plait — ^plat, not plet. 

plas'ter. 

plateau (Fr.) — pla'to'. 

pMt'i-na, or pla-ti'na. 

The Century bslj^ pla-ti'tid. This is sufficient 
to authorize this pronunciation, which does not 
seem to be in any way objectionable. 

pMt'i-nttm. 

plebeian — ple-be'yan, not ple'be-an. 

plebeianisni — ple-be'yan-izm. 

pl6b'is-cite — ^pl6b'is-sit. 

pl6b-is-ci'tum. 

Pleiades — ple'ya-dez. 

Pleiads — ^ple'yadz. 

ple'na-ry, or plSn'a-ry. 

"Some very respectable speakers make the 
vowel e in the first syllable of this word long ; 
but analogy and the best usage seem to shorten 
the e, as they do the a in granary. Kor do I see 
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any reason that the e should not be short in this 
word as well as in plenitude,^^ — Walker. 

We have Walker, Worcester, and seven other 
orthoepists for the second marking; the Cen- 
tury, the International, the Imperial, Stormonth, 
Hunter, Smart, and popular usage for the first. 

plenipotentiaiy — ^pl6n-i-p9-t6n'slii-a-re. 

pl6th'9-ra. 

ple-tli6r'ic, or pl6th'9-ric. 

The early editions of Webster's dictionary 
said pUth*o-riCy and the later editions permit this 
pronunciation. All the English orthoepists, ex- 
cept Ash and Crabb, accent the second syllable. 

plume, not plum. See adduce. 

po'em, not po'm. 

po'St-as-ter. 

poignant — poi'nant. 

po-lice', not p6-. See opinion, 

p6rii-wig, not -w6g. 

polonaise (Fr.) — porp-naz', not p6% 

polyglot — ^p6re-gl6t. 

P6l-y-lijhn'ni-a. 

It should be remembered that y, except when 
beginning a word, has the sound of i, and that it 
never has its name-sound when forming a sylla- 

* , '-^^ 
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13 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



192 , 

ble. Here the first y is unaccented and sounded 
like obscure i or obscure 6, which are hardly 
distinguishable. 

p6l-y-syl-l4b'ic. 

pSry-the-igm, 

p9-inade'. 

p6me'gran-9,te, or ppme-grfin'^te, 

Pompeia (Lat.) — ^ppm-pe'ya. 

Pompeii (Ital.) — p6m-pa'ye. 

Pompeium (Lat.) — ppm-pe'ytiiiL 

p6r'ce-lg,in. 

This is thg marking of Worcester, Webster, 
and Reid. Smart, the Century, and Stormonth 
BSkjpSrsldn] Knowles, ^ors7m ; Walker and the 
Imperial, pdr'se4dn, 

porte-monnaie — port'-mon-na'. 

p6r-t6iit', or p6r'tent. 

The Imperial, Stormonth, and one or two 
others accent the first syllable. 

po-gl'tion, Tiot p6-. See opinion. 

pos-te'ri-or, not pos-, nor p6s-. 

pSst'hu-molis. 

po'tai-ble. 

po'ten-tate, not p6t'-. 
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pot pourri (Fr.) — p6 por're'. 
prairie — ^pra're, not p6r-a're. 
prayer — ^pr&r. 
pre'toa-ble. 
prgb'end, not pre'% 
pre-bSnd'gi 
pr6b'en-da-ry. 
pre-ce'dence, not prgs'e-. 
pre-ce'dent, adj. 

" A murderer and a yillain : 
A slave, that's not the twentieth part the tytho 
Of your precedent lord 1 " — Hamlet. 

pr6§'e-d6iit, noun. 

pre-cise', not -cize'. 

pre-cise'ly, not pre-cise'-, nor -cize'-. 

pre-clude'. See adduce. 

prgd'^-to-ry. 

prSd-e-cSs'spr, or pre'de-. 

The International, Worcester, S*art, and 
Walker mark the fii'st yowel short ; the Cen- 
tury, Imperial, Storm onth, and Hunter mark it 
long. The Standard will mark it short, I hope. 

pre-dic'9,-tive, or pr6d'i-ca-tive. 
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pre-di-16c'tion, riot pr6d-i-. 

preface, noun and verbj not pre'fftce. 

pr6f'a-to-iy. 

pre'fect. 

prefecture — ^pre'fSk-tur, or prgf'ek-. 

Authority here is about equally divided, but 
the first is more in accordance with present 
usage'. 

pr6f er-a-ble, not pre-fer'-. 

prefigure — pre-fig'yur. 

prftlVcy. 

prgr^ite, not prelate. 

prSriide, or prelude, noun. 

There seems to be a tendency, of late, to 
sound the first e long. 

prelude', verb. 

Smart says prSl'ude^ but he is supported by 
Jameson only. 

" So Love, preluding, plays at first with hearts, 
And after wounds with deep-piercing darts." 

— Congreve. 

pre-ma-ture', not pr6m'at-yur. 

premier (Fr.) — ^prgm'ya'. 

pre'mi-er (Eng.). 
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c pre-p6s'ter-ofts, not -trtis. 

prSs'g-ge, noun. 

pr6s-by-6p'ic, not pr6z-. 

PrSsby-te'ri-an, not pr6s-. 

pr6s'by-t6r-y, not pre8-b;ft'e-ry. 

"This word is sometimes erroneously pro- 
nounced preS'hyt' e-ry — a mode that is not coun- 
tenanced by any of the orthoepists." — Worces- 
ter. 

prescience — pre'slie-6nce, or pre'shens. 

prescient — ^pre'she-Snt. 

prgg-en-ta'tion, not pre-. 

pre-s6n'ti-m6nt, not -z6n'-. 

pre-s6nt'ment. 

prSg'i-dfent, not -dilnt. 

prgs'tige. 

, prestige (Fr.) — ^pras'tezh'. 

pre-giimpt'u-oiis, not -ztimp'slitis, 

pre-t6nce', Tiot pre'tence. 

pr6t'er-ite. 

pre'tSxt, or pre-t6xt'. 

Until recently the second was the accentua- 
tion of nearly all the authorities ; now, however, 
the Century, the Imperial, the International, 



JSee Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



196 

Stormonth, and Hunter accent the first syllable, 
which accords with general usage. 

" My pretext to strike at him admits 
A good construction." — Shakespeare* 

pretty — prit'te, not pr6t'% 

pre-v6nt'ive, not -v6n't9»-tive. 

prima facie (L,) — ^pri'ma fa'shi-e, n^t 

fe'sha. 

pri'ma-ry, not -m6r-e. 

prin'cess, not prin-cSss', 

pris'tine, not -tiiu 

priVa-cy, not priv'-. 

The authority for the second marking is not 
only slight but antiquated. 

priv'i-ly. 

pr6'bg,-to-ry. 

pr6b'i-ty, not pro'-. 

The erroneous pronunciation is often heard, 
especially on the stage. 

pr6§'ess, nx)t pro'-. 

proofs verbal (Fr.) — ^pro'sa' ver'bfil'. 

pr6c'u-rartor. 

pro-diglous, 

pr6d'uce, not pro'-. 
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pr5d'uct, not pro'-. 

profile — ^pro'fel, -fil, or -fil. 

The first pronunciation is the Century's, Stor- 
month's, Worcester's, and Smart's ; the second, 
Walker's; the third, the International's and the 
Imperial's. Pro-fill is also authorized, and by 
some speakers may be preferred. 

pro-fuse', rwt -fuz'. 

pro'grfiinme, not pro'gram. 

prOg'ress. 

pr6j'ect, noun. 

pro-j6ct', vefrb. 

pro-j6c'tile, n^ot -til. 

pr6l-e-ta'ri-g,ii. 

pr9-lix', or pro'lix. 

The authorities here are about equally di- 
vided. 

" Should I at large repeat 
The bead-roll of her vicious tricks. 
My poem would be too proUx.^^ — Prior, 

pro-l6c'u-tyr. 

prolSgue, or pr6l'6gue. 

The second marking is that of Worcester, 
Smart, and Walker ; the first, that of the Cen- 
tury, the Imperial, the International, and of 
Stormonth. 
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prSm-e-nade', or -nade'. 
prp-miil'gate, Tvot prOm'ul-gate. 
prOm-ul-ga'tipn, or pro-mtil-, 
pro-miirga-tor. 

There is little authority for this accentuation 
— Sheridan only, as far as I know — but it would 
be fruitless, I think, to try to popularize prom- 
ulgator or promulgator ; and it would certainly 
be senseless in a speaker to give the word before 
an audience any but the antepenultimate accen- 
tuation. 

pronunciation — ^prQ-nttn-ce-fi'shun, hut 
not -ce-a'sliun. 

The majority of the authorities are in favor 
of the sound of sh ; Webster was not, but this 
sound has been adopted by the editors of the 
later editions of his dictionary. 

Wheaton in his " Travels in England " says : 
" I was not a little mortified at having my Yan- 
kee origin detected by my omitting to give the 
full sound of sh in the -wor^ pronunciation,'^^ 

Walker says: "The very same reasons that 
oblige us to pronounce partiality^ propitiation^ 
speciality^ etc., as if written parsheality^ propi- 
sheashun^ spesheality^ etc., oblige us to pronounce 
pronunciation as if written pronunsheashun,^^ 

Smart marks this word pro-nun-ce-d'shun^ yet 
he says in his " Principles " : " It is regularly pro- 
nounced pro-nun-she-d! shun^ and by all speakers 
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would probably be so sounded if it were related 
to any such verb as to pronunciate^ in the same 
way as association and enunciation are related 
to associate and enu7iciate. In the absence of 
any such related verb, most speakers say pro- 
nun-se-d^ shun^ and so avoid the double occur- 
rence of the sound of sh in the same word." 

It will not be denied, I think, that -ce-cishun 
is more grateful to the ear than -she-d'shun. 
Smart's marking represents, and I am confident 
will continue to represent, the prevailing mode 
of pronouncing this word. 

What was true of this word when the above 
note was written is not true now. All the 
late dictionaries pronounce the word as I have 
marked it. 

" The time was when the stage was justly held 
the model of pronunciation ; but that golden age 
of dramatic literature and dramatic life has long 
since passed away." — William Russell, 

propitiate — ^pro-pish'e-at. 

pro-gale. 

pro'ga-ist, or pro-ga'ist. 

For the one there is about as much authority 
as for the other. 

prQ-sce'ni-iiin, not -scSn'-. 
pr6s'per-otts, not prOs'piiis. 
pr6t'a-sis, not pro'- (antiquated). 
Walker and two or three others said pro-td'sis. 
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pr6'te-9.n, or pro-te'am. 

proWge (Fr.)— pro'ta'zha'. 

pro t6m'p9-re, Twt tSm'pore. 

prSt'es-tfi'tipn, n/)t pro'-. 

pr9-tli6n'9-ta-ry, Twt pro-thp-no'ta-ry, 

prp-trude'. See accrue. 

pr9-tr]j'sive, not -zlv. 

prp-tu'ber-ant. 

proven — ^prcSov'n. 

This word, incorrectly used tor proved^ is said 
to be a Scotticism. ^ 

pr9-v6c'^-tive, or pro-v6'cg.-tive. 

We have the Century, the Imperial, Stor- 
month, and Smart for the first marking; the 
International, Worcester, and Walker for the 
second. 

provost — ^prOv'ust. The chief or head 
of any body, as of a college. 

provost — ^pro-vo', or pr6v'ust. The 

officer of an army whose duty it 

is to arrest deserters, etc. 

Smart and some others pronounce the word, 
in both of its senses, according to the second 
marking, but in this country the military man 
is, I think, always called a,pro-vd'. 
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prow — ^prou, or pro. 

The latter is never heard, though sanctioned 
by Smart, Sheridan, and Jameson. 

) prowess — ^prou'es. 

prftde, pru'dence, prune. See accrue. 
Prussian — prtish'a^n, or prob'shan. 

All the later authorities prefer the first pro- 
nunciation. 

prussic — ^prfis'ik 

psalmist — sftm'ist. 

There is good authority for saying both b&V- 
mist and sal mist. 

psalmody — sAl'mo-de. 

Webster's pronunciation, which was sdm'o-dey 
is often heard from the mouths of persons that 
are commonly quite correct. 

psalms — samz, not sfimz. 
psalter — sgwl'ter. 

This is the marking of all the orthoepists ex- 
cept Smart, who says saVter, 

pseudo — su'do. 
pseudonym — su'dp-nim. 
pseudonymous — su-d6n'e-mus. 

See Key to Pronunciatioii, p. 6. 
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Psyche — si'ke. 

In Greek and Latin words that begin with 
iincombinable consonants the first letter is silent ; 
thus P in Psyche and Ptolemy is not sounded. 

psychomacliy — si-k6m'a-ke. 
ptarmigan — tar'mi-gabn. 
. Ptolemaic — t6l-e-ma'ik. 
pu'er-ile, not -iL 
puisne — pu'ne. 
puissance (from the French). 

,/ All the orthoepists, with one exception, accent 
this word on the first syllable. Why this is done 
it is not easy to see, since that accentuation makes 
the word most difficult of utterance, and because 
the last syllable, in French, is made most promi- 
nent by being drawn out in the pronunciatioix 
'somewhat like au in haul followed by nasal n 
and the sound of 5. It seems to the writer that 
the word, in English, should be pronounced pu- 
is' mns^ instead of pv/ is-s&ns. 
" Let for Sarmatia's tears of blood atone, 
^ And make her 2i.rmB puissant as your own.'' 

-^Campbell. , 
piim'ice, or pu'-. 

" This word ought to be pronounced pewmis. 
In nothing is our language more regular than in 
preserving the u open when the accent is on it 
and followed by a single consonant." — Walker, 
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We have at least three other words that break 
this regularity — cum'in^ duc'at^ and pun'ish. 
Pum'ice is as well established as pun'ish. We 
never hear a mechanic talk about his pewmis- 
stone. 

pttmp'kin. See P. 

punctilious — ^pttnk-til'yus, or -til'i-us. 

Piin-jaub'. 

pAr'port, noun and verh^ not pur-port'. 

pur-sue', not -su'. 

pursuit — pur-sut', n/)t -sftt'. 

pu'ru-l6nt. 

pustule — pttst'yul. 

put — ^pdbt, not ptit (very antiquated). 

pyg-me V, <>^ Pj^g'me-. 

There is very little authority for the second 
accentuation. Neither the Century nor the In? 
temational permits it. 

pyramidal — ^pe-r&n'i-dgl. 

pyrites — pe-ri'tez. 

p3h--o-t6€li'nics. 

p^^r'o-tfe^h-ny. 

Pj^th-a-go're-an, or Py-tliag-9-re'an. 

There is quite as much authority for the sec- 
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ond marking as for the first, but the first is in 
accord with English analogy. 



Q. 

This consonant is always followed by u. The 
digraph qu has usually the sound of kw, as in 
quaily quarts etc. ; but in many words from the 
French it has the sound of k^ as in coquette, mas- 
querade, etc. The termination que is also pro- 
nounced k, as in oblique, antique, etc. 

quadrille — ^kwa-dril', kw6d-iil', o/* kqi- 

drll'. 

We have the International for the first, the 
Century for the second, and the Imperial, Worces- 
ter, Stormonth, Smart, Walker, and Hunter for 
the third pronunciation. 

quaff, not qu6ff. 

quig'mire, not quOg'-. 

quan'da-ry, or -da'ry. 

Walker, Smart, Worcester, and Stormonth 
accent the second syllable of this word, but 
this pronunciation is becoming antiquated. In 
America it is seldom heard. 
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quar'rel, not quar'l. 
quash — kw6sh, not kwAsh. 
quassia — kw6sh'e-a. 

There is good authority for pronouncing this 
word in several ways. 

quay — ^ke. 

quelle sottise (Fr.) — ^k6l sot'tez'. 

quelque chose (Fr.) — kgl'ke shoz, not 

k6k shoz. 
querulous — qu6r'yu-liis. 

Both Webster (u) and Worcester (u) mark 
the u of this word, together with the t^ in a few 
other words, incorrectly. It is properly long, 
somewhat shortened. Forming a syllable by it- 
self, it is not affected by the r. See accurate. 

-kwi'nin, kwi-nin', kvrtn'in, or 



quinine — ^kwi 
kwin'in. 



Webster's mode of pronouncing this word, 
which is the first, seems to me much the most 
sensible of the many ways we have to choose 
from. This way is, without doubt, destined to 
prevail. 

qui vive (Fr.) — ke vev. 
quoit — kwoit, not kwat. 
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quoth — ^kwoth, or kwtith. 

" Mr. Sheridan, Dr. Kenrick, Mr. Scott, W. 
Johnston, Mr. Nares, Mr. Perry, and Mr. Smith 
pronounce the o in this word long, as in })oth\ 
but Buchanan short, as in moth. This latter 
pronunciation is certainly more agreeable to the 
general sound of o before th^ as in hroth^ frothy 
cloth^ etc. ; but my ear fails me if I have not 
always heard it pronounced like the o in doth^ as 
if written kw&th, which is the pronunciation Mr. 
Elphinstone gives it, and, in my opinion, is the 
true one." — Walker, 

True or not, it is now antiquated. All the 
later authorities sound the o long. 



R 

This letter is never silent. It has a peculiar 
influence on both the long and the short sound 
of the vowels. Sometimes it changes the short 
sound of a as in man into its Italian sound, as in 
/ar, and the short sound of o as in not into its 
broad sound, as in nor. It has a corresponding 
effect on the Aort sound of the other vowels. 
When r is preceded by a short vowel it some- 
times has the effect of blending the syllables. 
Thus the dissyllables higher, lower , motoer, rower, 
sower, and flower are pronounced precisely like 
the monosyllables hire, lore, more, roar, soar, 
andjlour. 
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rab'bi, or T&h'hl 

There is quite as much authority for making 
the i obscure as for making it long. Walker 
said that in reading the Scripture it should be 
sounded long. 

rabies — ra'bi-ez. 

racial — ^ra'shal. 

rfid'ish, not r6d'-. 

ragoAt (Ft.) — ^ra'go'. 

raillery — ^rftrere, or rftrer-e. 

This word is in no way allied to the English 
verb to rail ; it comes directly from the French 
word raiUeriey which is from the French verb 
raillery meaning to banter ; to laugh at, which 
is the source whence we get our verb to rally ^ 
having the same meaning. By pronouncing the 
first syllable of raillery like rail there is dang-er 
of perverting its meaning. Rdl^ it is true, is 
about as unlike the first syllable of the French 
word as rdl is. For the long a there is abun- 
dant authority. 



raisonn6 (Fr.) — ra'zon'na'. 

ra'jah. 

rancor — rftng'kur. 

ra'pi-er. 

rftp'ine, not r^rpen'. 
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raspberry — ^rftz'ber-re, not rawz'% 

rath'er, or rftth'-, Tiot rlith'-. 

The first marking represents, I think, the 
pronunciation that prevails among our better 
speakers. A hundred years ago the a in this 
word was sounded long by many good speak- 
ers, and some of the orthoepists so marked it. 
Walker permitted this pronunciation, though 
he preferred the short a. 

ratio — rft'sho, or rft'she-6. 

rfi'tipn, not rdsli'un. 

rational — ^rdsh'un-al. 

Rd'shun-al is no longer permitted by any 
orthoepist. The like is true of nd^shun-al and 
other words of similar orthography. Indeed, 
the making of the a in the first syllable of these 
words long was never countenanced by any of the 
English orthoepists. It was one of the many 
Websterian innovations. 

razure — raz'yur. 

re-al-i-za'tion, n^t -i-z4'-. 

re'al-ly, not re'ly. 

reassui'e — re-as-shur'-. 

rSb'el, not r6bl. 

recess. 

I leave this word unmarked for two reasons : 
Because I do not wish to mark it re' cess j in op- 
See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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Sosition to all the authorities; and because I 
oubt whether re-cess'^ when the word is used in 
its literal sense, is the prevailing pronunciation. 
That it is not the pronunciation that will finally 
prevail I am confident. 

r6(j-ep-tiv'i-ty. 

recherche (Fr.) — ^re'sher'slift'. 

r65-i-pr65'i-ty. 

rSc-l^iM'tion. 

re-cluse', noun and adj. 

" I all the livelong day 
Consume in meditation deep, recluse 
From human converse." — Philips. 
Sooner or later the accent of this word, when 
a substantive, and also of recess^ will probably, by 
general consent, be changed to the first syllable. 

r6c'9g-iiiz-arble, or rfic-pg-niz'a-ble. 

There is no lack of authority for the second 
marking, but in this country it is not heeded. 

re-c6g'ni-zance, not re-c6ii'-. 

r6c'9g-nize, n/)t re-k6g'niz, nor rfik'on-iz. 

r6c-ol-l6ct', not re-col-. 

rSc'on-dite, or re-c6ii'dite. 

The first marking undoubtedly represents the 
accentuation that does and will prevail. 
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reconnaissance (Fr.) — ^re'kdn'a'sangs'. 
This is the modern orthography of this word. 

reconnoissance — ^re-k6n'ni-sance. 
r6c-on-noi'tre, not re'-. 
re-c6rd', verb. 
rfic'prd-, noun^ not r6c'6rd. 

Some of the older writers accented this sub- 
stantive on the second syllable, as we see in the 
lines of Watts : 

" Our nation reads the written word, 
That book of life, that sure recorcV^ 

re-course'. 

When used in the sense of resort tOy this word 
is destined to be accented on the first syllable ; 
indeed, in this sense, I think, it is very gen- 
erally so accented now, and that, too, by good 
speakers. 

r6c're-ant, not re'-. 
r6c're-ate, to take recreation. 
re-cre-ate', to create anew. - 

re-crnit'. See accrue. 
• r6c'ti-tude. See adduce. 

recusant — re-kii'zant, or r6k'yu-zd,nt. 
re-d6mp'tion, not -d6m'-. 

It is Worcester's practice to drop the p of 
syllables not final, ending in emp. 
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r6d'9-lent. 

rfef'er-a-ble. 

re-f6r'ri-ble. 



"This word," says Worcester, "is given in 
many of the dictionaries in two forms, referrible 
and referable, and both are often met with ; but 
referrible is the form that seems to be the more 
countenanced by the dictionaries. Smart says, 
* Referable, which is to be met with, violates the 
practice of deduction from the verb.' " 

re'flgx, not re-fl6x'. 

rfef lu-6nt, not re-flu'ent. 

r6f use, or r6f uz. 

re-fut'a-ble. 

regime (Fr.) — ra'zLem'. 

re-lftx-a'tion, or r6l-. 

The later authorities, without an exception, 
sound the e long. The short e seems to me to 
be preferred. 

r6l'ict. 

relievo — re-le'v6. 

This word, thus given in the dictionaries, is a 
corruption of the Italian rilievo. Inasmuch as 
our own word relief has the same meaning in 
art, there is no occasion for a corrupt foreign 
form ; and. when the Italian word is used it 
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should have its Ii;alian spelling and pronuncia- 
tion — re-lyd'vo. 

re-me'di-^-ble. 

r6m'e-di-l6ss, or re-mgd'i-lfiss. 

Ease of utterance makes the second marking 
preferable, but the first is that of the great ma- 
jority of the authorities, and then the first re- 
tains the accent of the word it is formed from, 
which makes the derivative more easily under- 
stood. 

remoUient — ^re-mfiryent. 
re-m6rse'le88, not -Itiss. See ailment 
renaissance (Fr.) — ^re-na'sangs'. 
rendezvous (Fr.) — ^rOng'da'vob'. 
renew — re-nu', not -nu'. 
rentier (Fr.) — raunt'ya. 
renunciation — re-nttn-se-a'shun, or -she-. 

• • • 7 • 

See pronunciation. 
r6pVra-ble. 
r6p-ar-tee'. 

" A man renowned for repartee 
Will seldom scruple to make free 
With friendship's finest feeling." 

— Oowper. 
re-past', not -pfet. 
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repertoire (Fr.) — ra'par'twar'. 

r6p'er-to-ry. 

rfip'tile, not -tile (antiquated). 

rfep'u-ta-ble. 

re'qui-em, or rfek'we-em. 

Smart and Stormonth say riVwe-em^ and 
Worcester permits this marking. 

re-search'. 

rgg-ig-na'tion, not r6s-. 

rSs'in, iwt rgz'n. 

r6§'9-11i-ble. 

Those that, like the writer, are glad to have 
an authority for pronouncing this word re-zoVu- 
iUy find it in Sheridan. 

r6§-o-lu'tion, not -lu'-. See adduce. 

r6s'o-na,nce, not r6s% 

re-source'. 

" Pallas viewed 
His foes pursuing, and his friends pursued ; 
Used threatenings mixed with prayers, his last 
resource.^^ —Dryden. 

re-spir'a-ble. 
re-spir'a-to-ry. 
rfis'pite, not -pit. 
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re-spl6^'dent, Twt rfes-. 

restaurant — ^r6s'to-rant. 

In speaking English, to pronounce this word 
a lafrauQaisB is in questionable taste; it smacks 
of pedantry. 

restaurateur (Fr.) — ras'to'ra'tAr'. 

re-st6'rg;-tive, not rSs-to'-. 

re-giime'. 

r^sum^ (Fr.) — ^ra'zu'ma'. See ruse de g. 

re-tail', verb ; retail, noun. 

re'tail-er, or re-tairer. 

The International, the Century, and Worces- 
ter leave us to choose between these two accen- 
tuations. They, however, give the first place to 
re^ai'Zer, which is the pronunciation of the few 
only; retailer being, if I do not err, the pro- 
nunciation generally heard, and that is destined 
to prevail. 

rfitcli, 07* retch. 

The former is more heard in this country, and 
is preferred by all the later authorities, except 
Stormonth. 

re-trib'u-tive. 

r6t'ro-cede, or rS'tro-. 

All the dictionaries put the accent on the first 
syllable of this word ; but in nearly all other 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



215 

words of similar formation it is on the last, as 
intercede'^ supersede'^ etc. If this were as com- 
monly used as the others, we apprehend it would 
have been treated in like manner. • Nearly all 
the authorities would have us sound the first e 
long. 

rSt'ro-grade, or re'tro-. 

A large majority of the orthoepists give the 
second marking. The Century, Worcester, and 
Walker are the only ones of note that give the 
first. 

r6t'r9-sp6ct, or re'trp-. 

Here again the first pronunciation is au- 
thorized only by the Century, Worcester, and 
Walker. 

rfit'ro-vert, or re'tro-. 

rgv'el-ry, not -til-ry. 

revenue — r6v'e-nu, in prose ; re-vSSn'yu, 

in vet'se. 

" Do not think I flatter ; 
For what advancement may I hope from thee, 
That no reveuMe hath but thy good spirits 
To feed and clothe thee ? "- — Hamlet 

r6v'o-ca-ble. 
re-volt', or -v6lt'. 

" This word has Mr. Sheridan, Dr. Kenrick 
Mr. Perry, and Mr. Buchanan for that pronun-, 
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ciation which rhymes it with malt; but that 
which rhymes it with boU^ jolty etc., has the 
authority of Mr. Elphinston, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Scott, Mr. Nares, and W. Johi^ston, a clear anal- 
ogy, and, if I am not mistaken, the best usage, 
on its side." — Walker. 

rheum — rftm. 

rheumatic — ru-mAt'ik. 

rheumatism — ^ru'm^rtizm. 

rhubarb — ru'barb, not ru'% 

rib'ald. 

Richelieu — rish'el-yu. 

It is doubtful taste to pronounce this his- 
toric name after the French mode when speak- 
ing English. It certainly smacks a bit of ped- 
antry. 

righteous — ^rit'yus. 

ripe'ness, not -niis. See ailment. 

rige, verb. 

rige, or rise, noun. 

" This word properly takes the pure sound of 
8 to distinguish it from the verb, but does not 
adhere to this distinction so inviolably as the 
nouns use^ excuse, etc. ; for we sometimes hear 
' the rise and fall of the Koman Empire,' * the 
rise and fall of provisions,' etc., with the s like z. 
The pure s, however, is more agreeable to analogy, 
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and ought to be scrupnlously preserved in these 
phrases by all correct speakers." — Walker. 

Walker's recommendation is little heeded 
nowadays even by the most fastidious. 

risk, Tiot rSsk. 

rp-bllst', not ro'btist. 

" Survey the warlike horse ; didst thou invest 
With thunder his robust^ distended chest?" 

— Young, 
robustious — ^I'o-btist'yus. 

Eochefort — ^rosli'for'. 

r9-ma.nce'. 

Though ro'mance is often heard in cultured 
circles, it is not sanctioned by any of the orthoe- 
pists. 

" A staple of romance and lies, 
False tears and real perjuries." 

— Prior. 

R6m'o-la. 

rondeau (Fr.) — rSn'do'. 

root See cooper. 

rook, or rook. 

root, not root. See cooper. 

Roquefort — rpk'for'. 

roseate — ^ro'ze-at. 

rp-ge'o-la, not ro-ge-ola. 
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Eothscliild (Ger.)— rot'sMlt 
rou6 (Fr.) — ro'a'. 
route — ^rdbt. 

There is abundant authority for pronouncing 
this word 7'owt ; but this pronunciation is now 
very generally considered inelegant. 

*' Most of the orthoepists more recent than 
Walker give the preference to the pronunciation 
rooV^ — Worcester. 

routine (Fr.) — ^ro'ten'. 

Ru'beng. 

ni-be'9-la, not ru-be-o'lg,. 

Rubinstein — ^ru'bin-stin. 

ru'by, not ru'-. 

rude, not rude. See accrue. 

ruffian — ^rG.f 'yan. See bestial. 

ruffianism — ^rtif'yan-izm. 

Ru'ftis. 

rule, not rule. 

ru'mi-nate. 

ru'ral, not^ ru'-. 

ruse de guerre (Fr.) — ^ruz de gar. 

The vowel u has a sound in French that can- 
not be represented with English characters ; but 
it can be made by English-speaking tongues, and 
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in this wise : put the lips in position to sound 
long 00 and then, keeping the lips in position^ try 
to sound long e. The result will be the per- 
fect production of the French u or the German 
w = ue. 

Russian. See Prussian. 

Ruy Bias (Sp.) — ^rii'e bias, not bla. 



8. 

The usual or genuine sound of this letter is 
its sharp, hissing, or sibilant sound, as in alas^sun, 
same^ caps^ stuffs^ etc. It has also a soft sound 
like z^ as in does^ was^ ribs^ prices, dismal, etc. ' 

Combined with or from the effects of the suc- 
ceeding vowel, it has the sound of sh in words 
ending in sion preceded by a consonant, as in 
dimension, expulsion, etc. ; also in censure, sen- 
sual, fissure, pressure, sure, insure, nauseate, 
'nauseous, sugar, etc. 

It has the sound of zh in the termination sion 
preceded by a vowel, as in contusion, explosion, 
etc. ; also in many words in which it is preceded 
by an accented vowel and followed by the ter- 
mination ure, as in treasure, exposure, leisure, 
etc. ; also in a number of words ending in sier, 
as in hosier, etc. ; and finally in elysium, elysian, 
and ambrosia. 

In the German language, s, beginning a syl- 
lable and followed by a vowel, has the sound 
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ot z; B,t the end of a syllable it has invariably 
its sharp, hissing sound. 

saccbarine — sfik'^rrin. 

sag-er-do'tg,!, not sa-cer-. 

8ftc'ra-m6nt, not sa'crg,-. 

" This word, with sacrifice^ sacrilegej and sac- 
risty^ is sometimes pronounced with the a in the 
first syllable lon^, as in sacred ; but this is con- 
trary to one of the clearest analogies in the lan- 
guage." — Walker, 

sacrifice, verb — sAk're-fiz. 

In the words sacrifice^ suffice^ discern^ and sice^ 
c has the sound of z. 
" They talk of principles, but notions prize, 
And all to one loved folly sacrifice.^^ — Pope. 

sacrifice, noun — sdk're-fiz, or -fis. 

The second marking is authorized by Smart, 
Wright, the Century, and one or two omers. 

silc'ri-lgge, not sfi^'cri-. 

sdc-ri-le'giotis, Twt -lij'tis. 

sdc'ris-ty. 

s^rga'ciotis, not -gflsh'tis. 

said — sSd, not sftd. 

Sainte-Beuve — sdngt'-bSv'. 
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Sal'ic, not Saaic. 

sft-li-c^ric. 

sa'line, 07' sft-line', not -len. 

S9,-Ii'v9,l. 

sahnon— sdm'un. 

sfil'tgrto-ry. 

salve — sav, or salv, 7i(>< sdv. 

" Dr. Johnson tells us that this word is origi- 
nally and properly salf; which having salves in 
the plural, the singular in time was borrowed 
from it ; sealfy Saxon, undoubtedly from salvuSy 
Latin. There is some diversity among our ortho- 
epists about the 7 in this word and its verb. Mr. 
Sneridan marks it to be pronounced ; Mr. Smith, 
W. Johnston, and Barclay make it mute; Mr. 
Scott and Mr. Perry give it both ways ; and Mr. 
Nares says it is mute in the noun, but sounded 
in the verb. The mute I is certainly counte- 
nanced in this word by calve and halve ; but, as 
they are veiy irregular, and are the only words 
where the / is silent in this situation (for valve, 
delve^ solve^ etc., have the I pronouncea), and as 
this word is of Latin original, the I ought cer- 
tainly to be preserved in both words; for, to 
have the same word sounded differently to sig- 
nify different things is a defect in language that 
ought, as much as possible, to be avoided." — 
Walker. 
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sfil'ver, not saVer. 

Sgrmftr'i-taiii. 

sang froid (Fr.) — sang frwa. 

sanguine — sAng'gwin. 

sapphire — sftf 'fir, or sflf 'fir. 

The second pronunciation until recently had 
a great preponderance of authority in its favor ; 
but the first is now authorized by the Century, 
the International, and the Imperial. 

sfip'sa-go, not sap-sa'go. 

sarce'nSt, not sar'se-. 

Sar-dfin-a-pa'lus. 

sar'dme {a fish). 

sar'dine (a gem). 

sar'd9-nyx. 

sar-s^rpa-ril'la, not s^-9-. 

satiate — s3,'slie-at. 

s^rti'e-ty, not sft'she-ty. 

The pronunciation of this word seems anom- 
alous, from the fact that it is the only one in the 
language having the syllable ti under an accent 
followed by a vowel ; but this syllable regularly 
takes the accent, in analogy with society^ variety^ 
and all other words of similar formation. 

sftt'in, not sfit'n. 

See Key to Pronunciatioo, p. 6. 
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sfit'ire, 



This is the marking of the International, the 
Century, the Imperial, and Stormonth. Smart 
says sdi'er ; Worcester, sd'ter ; Walker, sd'Hr. 

sa'trap. 

Sdt'rap is becoming obsolete, though jjreferred 
by the Century. All the other authorities mark 
the a long. 

sat'ur-nine, not sa'tur-niiu 

: satyr — sa'tur, or sftt'ur. 

Smart was quite alone in marking the a shorl^ 
but now the Century, the Imperial, and Stor- 
month are with him. 

sau'cy, not B&s'e. 

sauer kraut (Ger.) — zow'er krowt 



*' The first mode of pronouncing this word is 
the most agreeable to analogy, if not in the most 
general use ; but where use has formed so clear 
a rule as in words of this fortn, it is wrong not 
to follow it. Mr. Elphinston, Dr. Kenrick, Mr. 
Nares, and Mr. Scott are for the first pronuncia- 
tion ; and Mr. Sheridan and W. Johnston for the 
IsLRt:'— Walker. 

The Century and the International are for 
the first the Imperial for the second pronun- 
ciation. 



See Key to Pronunciatioo, p. ik 
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The pronunciation s&s'sij^ now exceedingly 
Tulgar, was at one time countenanced by g<x)d 
usage, and was preferred by several orthoepista 
of the last century. 

savoir faire (Fr.) — sfivVar' far. 

says — s6z, not sfiz. 

sca'bi-olis. 

scfild, or scald, a Scandinaman poet. 

The authorities are about equally divided with 
regard to the sound of this a, 

scallop, verb a/nd noun — skoriup. 

" This word is irregular ; for it ought to have 
the a in the first syllable like that in tallow ; but 
the deep sound of a is too firmly fixed by custom 
to afford any expectation of a change. Mr. Sheri- 
dan, Mr. Scott, Dr. Kenrick, Mr. Nares, and Mr. 
Smith pronounce the a in the manner 1 have 
given it." — Walker, 

scarce, not skars, n/yr sk6rs (obsolete). 

There are many authorities for the second 
marking, but in this country the pronunciation 
may be considered antiquated. 

scfith. 

scathe — skath. 

scathing — skath ing. 

See K^y to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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scSn'ic. 



The Imperial, Smart, Stormonth, and Craig 
sound the e long, but this pronunciation is not 
likely to prevail. 

schedule — skgd'yul. 

The orthoepists give us seven or eight differ- 
ent ways to pronounce this word. This is the 
marking of the Century, the International, and 
Worcester. Smart says that shM'ule is a very 
irregular pronunciation, yet he reluctantly yields 
to British usage and so marks it, " in order," he 
says, "not to incur the effect of opposition." 
The pronunciation given is, I believe, universal 
in this country among good speakers. The Im- 
perial and Stormonth say sMd-. 

schism — sizm, not siz'ilm. 

" The common pronunciation of this word is 
contrary to every rule for pronouncing words 
from the learned languages, and ought to be 
altered. CA, in English words, coming from 
Greek words with x? ought always to be pro- 
nounced like k ; and I believe the word in ques- 
tion is almost the only exception throughout the 
language. However strange, therefore, shizm 
may sound, it is the only true and analogical 
pronunciation ; and we might as well pronounce 
scheme seme as schism sizvi, there being exactly 
the same reason for both. But when once a 
false pronunciation is fixed, as this is, it requires 
some daring spirit to begin the reformation ; but 
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when once begun, as it has (what seldom hap* . 
pens) truth, novelty, and the appearance of Greek 
erudition on its side, there is no doubt of its suc- 
cess. Whatever, therefore, may be the fate of its 
pronunciation, it ought still to retain its spelling. 
This must be held sacred, or the whole language 
will be metamorphosed ; for the very same reason 
that induced Dr. J ohnston to spell scepticJc skep- 
tick^ ought to have made him spell schism sizm 
and schedule sedule. All our orthoepists pro- 
nounce the word as I have marked it." — Walker, 

schismatic — siz-mfit'ik. 

scliooiier — skoon'er, not skobn'-. 

Schubert — ^shob'bert, not -bar. 

Schurz, Carl — shdbrts. 

scOflE, not scauf' . See accost. 

scpr-bu'tic. 

screw— skru, not skru. 

scripture— script'yur. 

scrOf u-la, not skrauf' -. See accost. 

scru'ple. See accrue. 

scrup'uJotis. 

scru'ti-ny. 

sculpture — ^sktdpt'yur. 

scur-ril'i-ty. 

sctir'ril-otis. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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seamstress — sem'stres, or s6m'.. 

Until recently Webster was the only orthoepist 
of note that preferred the first pronunciation; 
now, however, it is preferred by the majority — 
the International, the Century, the Imperial, 
Stormonth, and Hunter. 

seance (Fn) — sa'angss'. 

seckel, a small pear — s6k'kl, riot sik'L 

se-clude', not -clud'. See adduce. 

86c're-ta-ry, Tiot sgc'tt-ta-ry. 

sSc're-to-ry. 

There is authority for pronouncing this word 
in nine or ten ways. 

se'ctind or sSc'tind. 

Smart and Stormonth are the only orthoepists 
of note that prefer the second pronunciation. 

se-dfin', a hind of cTiair. 

sSd'a-tlve. 

se-duce'. See adduce. 

seigneurial — sen-yu'ri-al. 

seine, a net — sen, or s^n. 

The second pronunciation is preferred by the 
Century only. Hunter would have us sound the 
e like a in fare. 

Seine, m;^ — san. 
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sSm'i, not s6m'i. 

sempstress — s6m'stres. 

seneschal — sfin'e-slial. 

se'nile, not se'nil. 

senior — sen'yer. 

Some of the English authorities pronounce 
this word in three syllables. 

s6n'na, not se'na. 

sensual — s6n 'sliu-aL 

sensualist — s6n'shu-9,l-ist. 

sentient — s6n'she-ent. 

Smart makes this a word of two syllables only. 

s6n'ti-m6nt. See ailment. 

Septuagint — s6p'tu-a-jint. 

sepulchre, noun — s6p'ul-ker. 

" I consider this word as having altered its 
original accent on the second syllable, either by 
the necessity or caprice of the poets, or by its 
similitude to the generality of words of this form 
and number of syllables, which generally have 
the accent on the first syllable. Dr. Johnson 
tells us it is accented by Shakespeare and Milton 
on the second syllable, but by Jonson and Prior, 
more properly, on the first ; and he might have 
added, as Shakespeare has sometimes done." — 
Walker, 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6 
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sepulchre, verh — s6p'ul-ker. 

se'quel, not -kwiL 

se-qu6s'trate. 

sequestration — sSk-wes-tra'shun. 

Hunter gives the first e its long sound. 

sequestrator — s6k'wes-tra-tur. 

se-rfipli'ic. 

Se-ra'pis. 

sergeant — sar'jent, or ser'-. 

There is but little authority for the second 
marking. 

*' There is a remarkable exception to the com- 
mon sound of the letter e in the words clerk^ ser- 
geant^ and a few others, where we find the e pro- 
nounced like the a in dark and margin. But this 
exceptioif, I imagine, was, till within these few 
years, the general rule of sounding this letter 
before r, followed by another consonant. Thirty 
years ago every one pronounced the first syllable 
of merchant like the monosyllable march^ and as 
it was originally written, marchant. Service and 
servant are still heard, among the lower orders of 
speakers, as if written sarvice and sarvant ; and 
even among the better sort we sometimes hear 
the salutation, ' Sir^ your sarvant^ though this 
pronunciation of the word singly would be looked 
upon as a mark of the lowest vulgarity. The 
proper names Derby and Berkeley still retain the 
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old sound ; but even these, in polite usagev ^^^ 
getting into the common sound, nearly as if 
written Durby and Burkeley, As this modern 
pronunciation of the e has a tendency t# simplify 
the language by lessening the number of ex- 
ceptions, it ought certainly to be indulged." — 
Walker, 

" The letters er are irregularly sounded ar in 
clerJc and sergeant , and formerly, but not now, in 
merchant^ Derby^ and several other words." — 
Smart. 

*' In the United States, ^he letters er are, by 
good speakers, regularly sounded as in Aer, in 
the words merchant^ servant^ Derby^ Berkeley^ 
etc. The regular pronunciation of clerk (cltirJk) 
is also a very common, if not the prevailing, 
mode. Many give the same sound to e in ser- 
geant,^^ — Worcester. 



Worcester, Walker, Smart, and Stormonth 
make this a word of three syllables. 

service. 

' servile. 

We may sound the i long on the authority of 
the Imperial, Stormonth, and Hunter, but this 
pronunciation is rarely heard in this CQuntry. 

serVi-tiide, not -tud. 

s68'a-me. 

SSv'ille. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



231' 

sew — so, not sli. 

sewer, one wJio sews — so'er. 

sewer, an undei^-ground drain — su'er. 

Walker anfl half a dozen other orthoepists say 
shor ; Smart says soor^ and maintains that slior 
is vi;ilgar; Worcester says 80o'er or 8libr\ and 
finally, Webster, Wright, the Imperial, and tKe 
Century say m'er^ which is the pronunciation 
always heard here. 

sh. 

This digraph represents the simple sound 
heard in ^elf^ fleshy ushevy etc., and is never 
silent. 

" It is expressed : 1, by c, as in oceanic, 
emaciation; 2, by 5, as in nauseate, Asiatic; 
3, by ty as in negotiation ; 4, by ce^ as in ocean ; 
5, by ct, as in social ; 6, by sc, as in nauseous ; 
7, by s% as in tension ; 8, by t% as in cap^tous ; 

9, by the si implied in xi (=A;st), as in noa:tous ; 

10, by the sy implied in su {=syti)^ as in mensu- 
ration ; 11, by the sy implied in xu (=:ksyu), as 
in lua;wry; 12, by cA, as in cAaise, charlatan, 
machine; 13, by chs^ as in fucAsia; 14, by scy 
as in conscientious ; 15, by sch^ as in schorl ; 
16, by sciy as in conscience." — FT. A, Wheeler. 

shall, avmliary — shal, or sh^, accord- 
ing to the stress put upon it. 

The auxiliaries, like the pronouns and a long 
list of the particles, are touched but lightly 
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when they are not emphatic and the utterance is 
natural. 

sha'n't (shall not) — shant, not shfint. 
she, or she, according to the demands 
of the emphasis. 

" Then, with eyes that saw not, I kissed her ; 
And she \she\ kissing back, could not know 
That my \mi[ kiss was given to her sister." 
" Oh, she \she\ too died a short time since ; 
she \she\ broKe a blood-vessel in a fit of pas- 
sion." 

sheath, Twun ; pl,^ sheathg. 

sheik — shek. 

shekel — sh6kl, Tiot she'kL 

sheol — she'61. 

shew — sho. 

shire, or shire. 

" The pronunciation of this word is very 
irregular, as it is the only pure English word in 
the language where the final e does not produce 
the long diphthongal sound of i when the accent 
is on it ; but this irregularity is so fixed as to 

five the regular sound a pedantic stiffness. Mr. 
heridan, Mr. Scott, and Buchanan, however, 
have adopted this sound, in which they have 
been followed by Mr. Smith ; but Mr. Elphin- 
ston, Dr. Lowth, Dr. Kenrick, Mr. Perry, and 
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Barclay are for the irregular sound ; W. John- 
ston gives both, but places the irregular first. It 
may likewise be observed that this word, when 
unaccented at the end of words, as Nottingham' 
shire, Wiltshire, etc., is always pronounced with 
the i like ee." — Walker, 

We have the Century, Worcester, Walker, and 
Smart for the first; the International, Stor- 
month, and the Imperial for the second pro- 
nunciation. 

shoe — shoo, not shu. 
shone — shon, or* shftn. 

" This word is frequently pronounced so as to 
rhyme with tone ; but the short sound of it is by 
far the most usual among those who may be 
styled polite speakers." — Walker. 

The Century, the International, and others 
give the first pronunciation ; Smart, Worcester, 
Stormonth, and others, the second, which vio- 
lates an almost uniform analogy, and is rarely 
heard in this country. This and gone are the 
only words of similar formation in which the 
regular short sound of o is ever heard, the only 
other exceptions to the long sound being a few 
words in which the o has the sound of short w, as 
done, love, etc. Yet I am by no means certain 
that Walker's remark concerning the practice of 
" polite speakers " is not as true to-day as it was 
in his time. It is certain that the short o is 
more bookish. 

short-lived, not -livd. 
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shrew — shra, not shru. 
shrewd — shrud, not shrud* 
shriek — shrek, not srek 
shrill, not sril. 
shrine, not srin. 
shrink, not srink. 
shrfib, not srtib. 
shrilg, not srfig. 
shut, not shfet. 
sibyl — sib'il, not si'bil. 
sice — siz. See sacrifice, 
siesta (Sp.) — se-as'ta. 
sigh — si. 

" A very extraordinary pronunciation of this 
word prevails in London, and, what is more 
extraordinary, on the stage — so different from 
every other word of the same form as to make \i 
a perfect oddity in the language. This pronun- 
ciation approaches to the word sithe [scythe] ; 
and the only difference is that sithe has the flat 
aspiration, as in this^ and sigh the sharp one, as 
in thin. It is not easy to conjecture what could 
be the reason of this departure from analogy, 
unless it were to give the word a sound which 
seems an echo to the sense." — Walker. 

" This ' extraordinary pronunciation ' of sigh 
is more or less common in some parts of the 
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United Slates. It is not countenanced by any 
of the orthoepists." — Worcester. 

silhouette (Fr.) — serft-6t', 

sim'i-le, not simlL 

: Bi-mo'ni-ic. 

sim'o-ny. 

si-mul-ta'ne-olis, or sim-ul-ta'ne-otis. 

The first is the marking of Walker, Webster, 
Worcester, and of the majority of the other 
orthoepists ; the second is that of Smart and two 
or three others, and is more in accordance with 
British than with American usage. 

,■ since, not sfence. 

si'ne-cure, not sin'e-. 

si'ne di'e (Lat.). 

sin'is-ter. 

"This word, in the sense of left, is accent- 
ved by the poets Milton, Dryden, etc., on the 
second syllable, though most lexicographers 
and orthoepists accent it on the first syllable, 
whether it is used in the sense of left or per- 
verse. Walker says: 'This word, though uni- 
formly accented on the second syllable in the 
poets quoted by Johnson, is as uniformly ac- 
cented on the first by all our lexicographers, 
and is uniformly so pronounced by the best 
speakers. Mr. Nares tells us that Dr. Johnson 
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seems to think that, when this word is nsed in 
its literal sense — as, 

" In his sinister hand, instead of a ball, 
He placed a mighty mug of potent ale " 

{Dryden) — 

it has the accent on the second syllable; but 
when in the figurative sense of corrupt^ insidious^ 
etc., on the first. This distinction seems not to 
be founded on the best usage.' " — Worcester. 
Smart accents the second syllable. 

si'reii, not sir'en. 

Siriiis (Lat.). 

sirrah — sir'ra, sdr'ra, or sfer'ra. 

"This [^sdr'rd] is a corruption of the first 
magnitude, but too general and inveterate to be 
remedied. Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Nares, Mr. Scott, 
Dr. Kenrick, and Mr. Perry pronounce it as I 
have done. W. Johnston alone pronounces it as 
if written serrah ; and Mr. Elphinston, because 
it is derived from sir and the interjection aA, 
says it ought to have the first syllable like sir." 
— Walker, 

sir'up. 

Though sanctioned, sur'rup may be set down 
as being rather inelegant. 

slabber — sMb'ber, or slftb'ber. 

This word is pronounced colloquially sUVber^ 
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which is sanctioned by Smart and the Interna- 
tional, and sometimes it is so written. 

" The second sound of this word is by much 
the more usual one ; but, as it is in direct opposi- 
tion to the orthography, it ought to be discounte- 
nanced, and the a restored to its true sound." — 
Walker, 

There is most authority for the first marking, 
but the International and two or three others 
prefer the second. 

slan'der, or slto'der. 

sl&ng. 

slant. 

slate. 

slangh'ter. 

Slave, or slave. 

The first is the pronunciation of the Interna- 
tional, the Imperial, and of Hunter ; the second 
that of the Century. Worcester marks the a 
short. 

sleek, not slick, 
slew — slu. 
sliv'er, or sli'ver. 

The first marking, the prevailing pronuncia- 
tion in this country, is now preferred by all but 
two or three of the recognized orthoepists. 
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sloth. 

The International alone marks the o of this 
word and its derivatives short. 

sloth'ful. 

sloTigli, tJie cast skin of a serpent — sliif. 

slough, a deepy miry place — slou. 

sloven — slov'n, not slov'n, nor sl6v'iu 

sobriquet (Fr.) — s6'br^'kfi'. 

sociability — so-she-g^-bil'i-te. 

sociable — so'sha-bl, or so'she-girbl. 

The Century, the International, Stormonth, 
and good taste for the first ; the Imperial, Smart, 
and Worcester for the. second. 

s6ft. See aecost. 
soften — s6f' n, not s6f ten. 
soiree (Fr.) — swa'ra'. 
so'joum, noun. 
s9-joAm', or so'journ, verb, 

" This noun and verh are variously accented 
by the poets ; but our modern orthoepists have, 
in general, given the accent to the first syllable 
of both words." — Walker, 

There is very little authority for accenting 
. this verb on the second syllable, but this accen- 
tuation, despite the dictionaries, is destined to 
prevail. If it were a word much used it would 
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have long ago appeared in the dictionaries with 
the accent that analogy demands. 

89-joAni'er. 

All the authorities, so far as I know, place the 
accent of this word on the first syllable, thus, 
so'journ-er. Ease of utterance, euphony, and 
analogy demand the penultimate accentuation, 
which is accordingly recommended here. 

solder — s6d'er, sSl'der, or saWder. 

" Dr. Johnson seems to favor writing this word 
without the Z, as it is sometimes pronounced ; but 
the many examples he has brought, where it is 
spelt with ?, show sufficiently how much this or- 
thography is established. . . . Though our ortho- 
epists agree in leaving out the Z, they differ in 
pronouncing the 0, Sheridan sounds the as in 
sod ; W. Johnston as in soher ; and Mr. Nares as 
the diphthong ato, Mr. Smith says that Mr. 
Walker pronounces the I in this word, but every 
workman pronounces it as rhyming ^\i\i fodder ; 
to which it may be answered tnat workmen ought 
to take their pronunciation from scholars, and not 
scholars from workmen." — Walker. 

soldier — sold'yer. 

There is no authority for this pronunciation, 
80 far as I know. 

sftre-cigm, not sole-. 

sOrstice, not sol'-. 

so-lu'tign, not -lu'-. 
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s6m'bre, or som'-. 

Nearly all the orthoepists mark the o of this 
word long. It is not easy to see why, especially 
as it comes to us through the French, in whicn 
language the o is more like our short than our 
long 0, True, the long o makes the word some- 
what more sonorous. 

86m'brous, or som'-. 
sftn'net, not son'-. 
89-n6'rous, not 86n'9% 
soon, not soon, 
soot, or soot, not siit. 

*' Notwithstanding I have Mr. Sheridan, Mr. 
Nares, Dr. Kenrick, W. Johnston, Mr. Perry, 
and the professors of the black art themselves 
against me i^ the pronunciation of this word, I 
have ventured to prefer the regular pronuncia- 
tion to the irregular. The adjective Booty has 
its regular sound among the correctest speakers, 
which has induced Mr. Sheridan to mark it so ; 
but nothing can be more absurd than to pro- 
nounce the substantive in one manner, and the 
adjective, derived from it by adding v, in another. 
The other orthoepists, therefore, who pronounce 
both these words with the oo like w, are more 
consistent than Mr. Sheridan, though, upon the 
whole, not so right." — Walker, 

The later authorities, with one exception — 
the Imperial — prefer the second sound. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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soothe. 

" Th at the end of words is sharp, as rfea/A, 
breath, etc., except in beneath, booth, with, and 
the verbs to seeth, to smooth, to sooth, to mouth, 
all which ought to be written with e final, not 
only to distinguish some of them from the nouns, 
but to show that th is soft ; for th, when final, is 
sometimes pronounced soft, as in to mouth ; yet 
the at the end of words is never pronounced 
hard. There is as obvious an analogy for this 
sound of th in these verbs as for the z sound of 
s in verbs ending in se; and why we should 
write some verbs with e and others without it, is 
inconceivable. The best way to show the ab- 
surdity of our orthography, in this particular, 
will be to draw out the nouns and verbs as they 
stand in Johnson's Dictionary : 



NounSy etc. Verba. 

Bath, to bathe. 

Breath, to breathe. 

Loath, to loathe. 

Mouth, to mouth. 



Nouns^ etc. Verbs. 

Sheath, to sheath, sheathe. 

Smooth, to smooth. 

Sooth, to sooth. 

Swath, to swathe. 



" Surely nothing can be more evident than 
the analogy of the language in this case. Is it 
not absurd to hesitate a moment at writing all 
the verbs with e final ? This is a departure from 
our great lexicographer which he himself would 
approve, as nothing but inadvertency could have 
led him into this unmeaning irregularity." — 
Walker. 

"Although Walker speaks so decidedly on 
this matter, yet he has not accommodated the 
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orthography of all these words to the principle 
which he inculcates. It could be wished that all 
the words of this class were conformed in their 
orthography to this rule. The only ones which 
are not now actually, by respectable usage, con- 
formed to it, are the verbs to mouth and to 
smooth^ which we hardly ever see written to 
mouthe and to smoothed — Worcester. 

sobth'say-er, n4)t sooth'-. 

s6p-9-iif 'ic, or 86-p9-. 

so-r6r'icide. 

The Imperial marks the accented o long. 

86r'ry, not saw'ry. 

sough — sou, or siif. 

The second is the pronunciation of much the 
greater number of the authorities. The Cen- 
tury is the chief authority for the first. 

souse, not souz. 

souvenir — sov'e ner'. 

sov'er-eign, or s6v'-. 

In England the o of this word is generally 
sounded like o in on^ while in the United States 
it is generally sounded like o in son. 

spaniel — spa,n'yel. 
spftgm, nx)t spdz'tim. 
specialty — spgsh'al-te. 
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species — spe'shez, or -sliez. 

A tautophonic objection to the second mark- 
ing will probably make the first one generally 
preferred. 

specious — spe'shus. 

sper-ma-ce'ti. 

sphe'roid. 

spinach, or spinage — spin'ej. 

spirit, not spir'iit. 

" The general sound of the firfet i, in this 
word and all its compounds, was till lately the 
sound of e in merit ; but a very laudable atten- 
tion to propriety has nearly restored the i to its 
true sound ; and now sj^irit sounded as if written 
spevit begins to grow vulgar." — Walker, 

spirit-ed, not spir'et-iid. 

splfen'e-tic, or sple-nSt'ic. 

The authorities are about equally divided in 
this case. One can do as one lists. 

spruce, not spruce. See accrue. 

* Spurzheim— spoorts'liim. 

squalid — squftlld, Tiot squ^l'-. 

squalor — squSl'or, or squa'lor. 

The first is the pronunciation of the Century 
and the Imperial, and of common usage. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



244 

squeteague — skwe-teg'. 

squirrel — skwtir'rel, skwir'-, or skwfer'-. 

" The i in this word ought not, according to 
analogy, to be pronounced like e\ but custom 
seems to have fixed it too firmly in that sound to 
be altered without the appearance of pedantry." 
— Walker, 

See panegyric. The above note assumes that 
the word must be pronounced with the sound 
either of short i or of short e ; but in this coun- 
try the general pronunciation is that first given. 

starwg^rt, or stftl'-. 

The second is Webster's marking. He says, 
therefore, that the a should have the sound of a 
in wallow. The difference is slight, and that is 
in the length of the sound. 

sttoip, not st6mp. 
stanch, not stdnch. 
stead — st6d, not stid. 
st6ad'y, not stid'y. 
steel'yard. 

Colloquially in the United States, stiVyard\ 
in England, according to Smart, stiVyard, 

" This word, in common usage among those 
who weigh heavy bodies, has contracted its double 
e into single t, and is jpronounced as if written 
stilyard. This contraction is so common, in com- 
pound words of this kind, as to become an idiom 

See Key to Pronunciatioii, p. 6. 
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of pronunciation, which cannot be easily coun- 
teracted without opposing the current of the lan- 
guage." — Walker. 

" It is sometimes written stillyard.'*^ — Crahb, 

ste're-o-scope, or stfir'e-. 

ste're-o-type, or stfer'e-. 

The authorities are about equally divided with 
regard to the sound of the first vowel. 

steward — stu'ard, Tiot stu'-. 

^tiviiyjiot st6nt. 

stir'rup. 

St. John — sin'jon. 

Mainly as curiosities, I have introduced a 
few of those well-known English family names 
whose pronunciation has been corrupted by 
the vulgar beyond recognition by any but the 
initiated. This one, strangely enough, is pro- 
nounced, by all classes, smjgn. That all these 
names were some time pronounced in accord- 
ance with the orthography, and that they should 
still be so pronounced, will, I think, not be dis- 
puted. 

St. Leger — sin' lin-jer. See St. John. 
St. Maur — se'mor. See St. John, 
storid, not stolid. 
8t6ni'a-cher, m* -ker. 
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st6ne, not sttin. 

ston'y, not stlin'e. 

st6nn, Tiot stawm. 

strgirbis'mus, or -biz'% 

strartSg'ic, or -te'gic. 

The International and Cull are the only au- 
thorities for the second pronunciation. 

strfength, not strgnth. 

strew — stru, w stro. 

The first place is given to stru hecause nearly 
all the orthoepists prefer it, though they permit 
stro. The writer personally prefers BPro^ think- 
ing it the easier of utterance and the more sono- 
rous ; in fact, the sound of long o is the most 
sonorous sound in the language. 

strophe — stro'fe. 

stru'mose. 

Stormonth is the only authority for sounding 
the 8 like z. 

strf^h'niXLe, or -nine. 

stu'dent, not stn'-. See adduoe. 

stu-pfin'dotis. 

stu'pid, not 8tn'% 

suavity — swfiv'e-te, not su-fiv'-. 
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sub-artem, or slib'-. 

The antepenultimate accentuation of this 
word is becoming obsolete. 

^^ Ease of utterance has some influence in 
deciding the place of the accent. Ac'ceptable, 
reQ'eptacle, and uHensil^ fashionable in the days 
of Walker, have now taken the easier accentua- 
tion of accept' aUe^ recept'acle^ and uten'siL Dis'- 
crepant and dis'crepancy are marked discrep'ant 
and discrep'ancy by Kichardson, Boag, Craig, 
Wright, Clarke, and others. SubaVtern (instead 
of Walker's suValtern) is the accentuation of 
Kichardson, Knowles, Barclay, Craig, Clarke, 
and many more. Dyspep'sy has taken the place 
of dys'pepsy in the marking of Webster, Smart, 
Cull, Wright, Clarke, Cooley, etc., and is now the 
prevailing accentuation. On the same ground, 
ances'tral is preferred to an'cestral by Jameson, 
Webster, Boag, Clarke^ and Cull, in conformity 
with campes'tral and other similar words. Con- 
fes'sor^ \\ke profes'sor^ has superseded con'fessor 
m this country, and has the support of Ferry, 
Ash, Bees, Barclay, Boag, Clarke, Cull, Webster, 
and Worcester. Eem'ediless, from the difficulty 
of the sound, has been changed in this country 
into remed'il9S8^ as sanctioned by Perry, Ash, 
Kees, Fulton and Knight, and Webster. Con'- 
si^tory has given way to consist' ory in the mark- 
ing of Knowles, Barclay, Keid, Brande, Craig, 
Boag, Clarke, Cooley, and others. In like man- . 
ner, ac'cessary and ac'cessory (as marked in most 
English dictionaries) are commonly pronounced 
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in this country acces'sary and acces^aory^ as 
recommended by Bailey and Ash. These may 
serve as instances of the application of this prin- 
ciple. It is an important one in its place ; and 
though it may give rise for a time to a diversity 
of pronunciation (since some will cling to that 
which is older and harder), changes of this kind, 
which promote ease of utterance, will finally 
i^TQ^^iir— Webster, 1880, 

sub-diie', not -du'. See adduce. 

sub-j6ct'ed, not siib'ject-ed. 

" A very improper accentuation {suVject-ed) of 
the passive participle of the verb to subject has ob- 
tained, which ought to be corrected." — Walker. 

siib-lii'nar. 

stiblu-na-ry. 

subpoena — siib-pe'na, not sttp. 

sub-si'dence, n^t silb'si-. 

substantiate — sub-stftn'slie-at. 

siib'stan-tive-ly, not sub-stdn'-. 

subtile, thin^ rare^ fine — siib'til. 

subtle, sly J artful^ cunning— ^"bAlX. 

These two words are often confounded with 
each other both in orthography and pronuncia- 
tion. 

siib'Arb, not sii'biirb. 
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succumb — stic-ctim', or sttc-ciimb'. 

The first pronunciation is that of all the later 
authorities, the second that of Walker, Smart, 
and Worcester. 

stich, not sfich, Tix/r sicli. 

stid'den, not stid'n. 

suffice — suf-fiz', or -fis'. See sacrifice. 

For the second pronunciation we have the 
Century, the Imperial, and Stormonth. 

8Ug-g6st'. 

Smart marks this word sud-iht\ and the Cen- 
tury and the Imperial drop tne first g entirely, 
while Stormonth sounds both ^'s likey. 

" Though the first ^ in ^aggerate is, by a 
carelessness of pronunciation,, assimilated to the 
last, this is not always the case in the present 
word. For, though we sometimes hear it sounded 
as if written sud-jest^ the most correct speakers 
generally preserve the first and last g m their 
distinct and separate sounds." — Walker. 

sii-i-ci'dal, not su-i§'i-d^L 

suite — ^swet, not sut. 

sul-phU'ric. 

sul-ta'na, or -W-. 

We have the Century, the Imperial, Smart, 
Stormonth, and two or three others for the broad 

See Key to Frommdatioii, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



250 

a, and the International, Walker, and Worces- 
ter for the long a. 

sumacli — shu'mdk. 

stim'ma-ry, not -m6r-e. 

summoned — siim'mund, not -munzd. 

sii'per-a-ble. 

8ii-per-e-r6g'airto-ry, or su-per-gr'o-ga-. 

su-per'flu-ous, not su-per-flu'-. 

Suppe, F. von — zob'pe. 

supple — stip'pl, not sdb'pl. 

sup-p6§e', not spoz. 

supposititious — sup-p6z-G-tisli'us, 

surcingle — siir'cing-gL 

sure — shur, not shur. 

surety — shur'te. 

siir'name. 

sur-named'. 

sur-prige', not sup-. 

surtout— stir-toot'. 

surveillance — siir-val'yans. 

sur-vey', verb. 

sAr'vey, noun. 

The Century, the Imperial, and Walker ac- 
cent the second syllable. 
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Su'gan,. Twt su'-. 

suture — sut'yur. 

swarth'y, 'nxyi swath'y. 

swath, or sw6tL 

sword — sord. 

In the early editions of Webster's Dictionary 
this word was pronounced sword. 

syl-Mb'ic. 

syn-cr6tic. 

Worcester accents the first syllable, and Hun- 
ter sounds the e long. 

sj^'gd, Tiot si'nftd. 
s^'inge, not syr-inge'. 
sj^s'to-le. 



This letter is silent in the terminations ten 
and tie after s and /, as in fasten^ listen^ often^ 
soften^ gristle^ castle^ throstle^ bristle^ etc. It is 
also silent in the words chestnut^ Christmas^ host- 
ler or ostler^ mistletoe^ and mortgage. In all Eu- 
ropean languages other than English th is pro- 
nounced as /, the h having no effect; and in 
some recent German works the h is uniformly 
dropped — a practice that it is expected will be- 
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come general. Thus thun (to do) is spelled 
tun ; fhat (deed), tat^ etc. 

tab'er-na-cle. 

tableau ; pl.^ tableaux (Fr.) — ^ta'blo'. 

TM'e-ma. 

t^'ig-man, or til'is-m^Ln. 

The authorities are about equally divided 
with regard to the s. The Century, Smart, and 
Stormonth, for example, sound it hard, while 
the International, Worcester, and Walker sound 
it soft — like z. 

Tal-mtid'ic. 

tfip'es-tiy, not tdps'tre, nm' ta'pes-tre. 

tapis (Fr.) — ta'pei. 

The Century and the International Anglicize 
this word ; the former pronounces it tap'iSy the 
latter td'pis. 

ta-rant'ii-la. 

tar-pau'lin, not tai-r-po'lin. 

Tarpeian — tar-pe'yan. 

Tar-ta're-an, not tar-ta-re'an. 

tar-tfir'ic, not tar-tar'ic. 

tfe'sel. 

The authority for saying tos'sl is very slight 
and antiquated. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



253 

Mt-ter-de-mfilioii, not -morion. 

Taubert (i&er.)— tow'bert. 

taunt — ^tant. 

The Imperial, Stormonth, and several of the 
older orthoepists say tawnt, 

tau'rine. 

tfiv'ern, not ta'vem. 

t^'i-der'mist. 

ta^'i-der'my. 

The difference in the accent on the first and 
the third syllables is very slight. The artists 
themselves seem to accent the third syllable 
most. 

Tchaikowsky, P. — chi-ktivs'ke. 

teat — tet, not tit. 

tedious — ^te'de-us, or ted'yus. 

The first marking represents the pronuncia- 
tion that is daily becoming more general ; the 
second is authorized by the Century, the Impe- 
rial, and Worcester. 

te-l6g'ra-pher. 

te-lfig'ra-phist. 

The Century is quite alone in putting the 
primary accent on the first syllable, which is an 
accentuation that is not at all likely to prevail. 
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teJ6g'ra-phy, not tsre-grdph-y. 

Telemachus — ^te-l6m'§rklis. 

t6l-e-ph6n'ic. 

te-l6pli'o-ny. 

t6re-8c6-pist. 

There is authority for pronouncing this word 
in several ways. The International says te-lh'- 
co-pist, 

t6m'per-9,-m6nt, not -mtint See ail- 
ment. 
t6ni'per-^t-ure, or t6ni'per-9,-ture. 
tSn'^rble, not te'na-. 
tenacious — ^te-na'shus, not -nfisli'us. 
tfin'et, not te'net. 

Some of the older orthoepists said te'nety but 
now the weight of authority is decidedly in favor 
of the marking we have given. 

tenure — tSn'yur. 

Walker, the Imperial, and Stormonth sound 
the u like oo. ^ 

tfipld, not te'pid. 

tfip'pr, or te'por. 

The first is what the Century and Smart say ; 
the second is what the others say. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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ter-gi-ver-sa'tion. 
Terpsichore — ^terp-8ik'9-re. 
Terp-8i-€ho-re'9;n. 
tfir'r^-pin, not ttir'% 
terse. See advertisement, 
t^te-iut^te (Fr.)— tat'-a'.tat'. 
te'trarch, or tfit'rarch. 

For the first we have Walker, Worcester, 
Hunter, the Imperial, and the International; 
for the second, Smart, Stormonth, and the Cen- 
tury. 

Tha-li'a. 
Thames — ^tfimz. 

thtoks'giv-ing, or thanks-giv'ing. 
the, when emphatic ; otherwise j the. 
theatre, not the'a-tre. 
their — ^thAr, when emphatic ; otherwise^ 
ther. 

" Hearing their \ther\ conversation and their 

'ther^ accounts of the ytJie] approbation their 

ther\ papers were received with, I was excited 

;o try my \rni\ hand among them [^Zt'm]." — 

Franklin, 

" If their \thdr] loss were as great as yours, it 
would bankrupt them [/A'm]." 
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tii6m, whm emphatic ; oiherwisej them, 
or th'm. 

" If you give me \me\ money, what are you 
goinff to rive them |7Mm1 ?" 

"If I nad them [^/i'wj now, I should know 
what to do with them [thiri].'^^ 

thfir-airpeu'tic. 

therefore — ^ther'for. 

Though thdr'for is permissible, it is genei-ally 
accounted inelegant. 

thereof — ther-6v', oi* ther-6ff'. 
th^re-with', or -with'. 
Theuriet, Andre — tA're-a'. 
they — tha, when emphatic) otherwise^ 
tha. 

"We'll see our husbands before they [tha] 
think of us." 

"Shall they [tha] see us?" 

"So she asked him what they [tha] were, 
whence they [tha] came, and whither they [tha] 
were bound. 

Thiers — te-^r'. 

thousand — thou'zand, not -zan. 

threw — thru. 

three-legged — three'-l6gd, or -I6g-g6d. 
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thrSsli'old, or -hold. 
thr6ng. See accost, 
thyme — tim. 
ti-a'ra, or ti-a'ra. 
ticklish, not -el-ish. 
tidbit. 

tiers 6tat (Fr.)— te-ar' za'ta'. 
ti'ny, not tin'y, nxxr te'ny. 
ti'rade, ti-rad', or ti-rad'. 

By accenting this word on the first syllable, 1 
am, I believe, recording general usage. To ac- 
cent the second syllable is to make an orthoepic 
mongrel of it. Either te'rdd\ which is French, 
or tirade, which is in accord with English anal- 
ogy, and consequently, if we pretend to adopt 
the word, should be our mode of pronouncing it. 
If we pretend to adopt a word its adoption 
should be complete, as in the case of fracas, for 
example, which, Anglicized in this half-way man- 
ner, would be either fra-cds' or fra-cds\ The 
second marking is the Century's, the Interna- 
tional's, the Imperial's, Stormonth's, and Hun- 
ter's ; the third is Worcester's. 

to — to, or to, depending upon- the stress 

it receives. 

" From mom 
To [to] noon he fell, from noon to [to] dewy eve." 
We say, " He is at home," not" to [to] home." 
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tp-nift'to, or -ma'-. 

We have Worcester, Smart, the Imperial, and 
the Century for the first; the Century, Stor- 
month, and Hunter for the second. 

tobth'ache, ru)t teeth'ftclie. 

t6p-9-graph'ic, Tiot t6-p9-. 

to-p6g'ra-phy. 

tortious — t6r'8hus. 

tortoise — ^tdr'tis, or -tiz, not -tois. 

t6rt'u-oiis. 

Toulmouche — tdbl'mobsh'. 

toupet (Fr.)— to'pa'. 

Tourgu6nieff — tor'ga-nef. 

toumure (Fr.) — tor'nur'. See ruse* 

deg. 

tout-&-fait (Fr.)— too'-ta'-fe'. 

tout court (Fr.) — too kobr. 

toward — to'ard, Twt to-ward'. 

towards — ^to'g^rdz, not to-wardz'. 

" Notwithstanding our poets almost univer- 
sally accent this v^ord on the first syllable, and 
the poets are pretty generally followed by good 
speakers, there are some, and those not of the 
lowest order, who still place the accent on the 
second. These should be reminded that, as in- 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



259 

wards^ outwards^ lachwards^forwards^ and every 
other word of the same form, have the accent on 
the first syllable, there is not the least reason for 
pronouncing towards with the accent on the last." 
— Walker, 

trachea — ^tra'ke-a. 

Some of the authorities, one of whom is the 
Century, accent the second syllable. 

Tra-fargar. 

trag'grcdnth, Twt trdj'% 

trait. 

In this country, this word, like portrait and 
fracas^ has long been looked upon as being fully 
adopted. In England, on the contrary, they still 
cling to its French pronunciation — trd, 

tranquil — trtog'kwil, or trdn'-. 

trftns-ftct', not trftnz-. 

transition — trfin-sizh'un, or -sish'un. 

The second is the pronunciation preferred by' 
the Century and by Hunter, and Stormonth says 
'Zish, 

trS^ns-lu'cent, not -lu'-. 

trS^ns'mi-grate. 

trans-p&r'ent, nx)t -pa'-. 

trftns-pire'. 

This word is frequently misused in the sense 
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of to happen^ to occur. It is properly used in the 
sense of to become known. 

trdv'el, not trfivl. 

trdv'el-ler, not trdv'ler. 

trfiv'erse, 7iot tra-verse'. 

treatise — tre'tiz, or tre'tis. 

We have Walker, Smart, Worcester, Stor- 
month, and the Imperial for the soft 8\ the 
Century, the International, and Hunter for the 
hard s, 

treble— trfeba, not trib'L 

This is one of the long list of words that 
are differently marked in the later editions of 
Webster's Dictionary from what they were for- 
merly. 

tre-m6n'dou8, not -m6nd'yii-us. 

Tre-m6nt', except in Boston, where 

local usage makes it tr6m'9at. 

tre'mor, or trSm'or. 

Walker, Worcester, the Imperial, and the In- 
ternational for the long e\ Smart, Stormonth, 
Hunter, and the Century for the short e. 

trgp'i-da'tion. 
trialogue — tri'a-l6g. 
tri-bii'nal. 
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trib'une, not tri'bun. 

The Imperiars pronunciation of this word is 
tri'bun. All the other authorities, however, 
sound the i short. 

trichina — tri-ki'na ; pl.j trichinae. 

trio, or tri'6. 

For the first marking we have the Century, 
Stormonth, Hunter, and popular usage ; for the 
second, we have the Imperial, the International, 
Smart, and Worcester. 

trip'ar-tite. 

There is authority for trt-pdrt'lte^ but this 
pronunciation is seldom, if ever, heard. 

trip'e-daL 

The Imperial says tri-pMal and Stormonth 
trl-pe'dah 

triphthong — trif th6ng, or trip'-. 

" Two aspirations in succession, says Mr. El- 
phinston, seem disagreeable to an English ear, 
and therefore one of them is generally sunk. 
Thus diphthong and triphtho7ig are pronounced 
dipthong and tripthong. P is lost, as well as A, 
in apophthegm ; and therefore it is no wonder 
we hear the first h dropped in ophthalmy and 
ophthalmic^ which is the pronunciation I have 
adopted, as agreeable to analogy. Nay, such an 
aversion do we seem to have to a succession of 
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aspirates, that the h is sunk in isthmus^ Esther^ 
and Demostheiies [?], because the 5, which is akin 
to the aspiration, immediately precedes. Mr. 
Sheridan pronounces the first syllable of ophthal- 
mic like off, but the first of dwhthoTW and triph- 
thong like dip and trip. Mr. Scott, W. Johnston, 
and Mr. Perry pronounce diphthong and triph- 
thong in the same manner as Mr. Sheridan. Dr. 
Kenrick gives no pronunciation to diphthong, but 
makes the h silent in triphthong ; while Barclay 
pronounces the h in ophthalmic, but makes it 
either way in diphthong, and silent in triphthong. 
It may be remarked that Dr. Jones, who wrote a 
spelling dictionary in Queen Anne's time, makes 
the h in those two words silent." — Walker. 

The Century, the International, and the Im- 
perial prefer the first marking. 

trisyllable — tris-sil'lgr-bl, or tris'-. 

The Century and Hunter sound the i long, 
and the Imperial, Walker, and Worcester accent 
the first syllable. 

triv'i-g,l. 

Walker and some of the older orthoepists said 
trtv'yal. 

troche — ^tro'ke. 

trochee — tro'ke. 

tr6m'b6ne. 

This is the pronunciation of the Century, the 
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International, the Imperial, and Stormonth; 
Smart and Worcester say Mm-bd'ne^ and Hun- 
ter says trdm-bon'. 

tro'phy. 

tr6th not troth. 

trou'serg, not -z6z. 

trousseau (Fr.) — ^trob'so'. 

trii'^nt. See accrue. 

tiTice. 

trn'cu-lfent, or triic'u-. 

We may sound the first u short on the au- 
thority of the Imperial, Stormonth, and Hunter. 

true, not tru. 

truffle. 

truncheon — trtin'shun. 

truth, not truth. 

truths, not truthg. 

There are but seven words — bath; cloth, lathj 
mouth, oathy^path, wreath — that, having the ter- 
minal th surd in the singular, change to th sonant 
in the plural. 

tube, not tub. 

tu'ber-ose, or tube'roge. 

The first of these markings has now the great- 
est number of authorities in its favor, and they 
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are among the latest — Smart, Cooley, Cull, the 
Century, the Imperial, Stormonth, and Hunter. 
The International and Worcester authorize the 
second. The word comes from the Latin adjec- 
tive tuberosttSy and should have the sharp sound 
of 5, like all other words of similar derivation, as 
morose^ verbose, etc. ; and this, we believe, is the 
pronunciation of the majority of educated per- 
sons. 

Tueg'daby, not tuz'-. See adduce. 

Tuileries (Fr.) — twe'le-re'. 

tulip, not tu'-. 

tu'miilt, n^t tu-'. 

tiine, n^t tun. 

t^gid. 

turkois, or turquoise — ^tur-koiz',. n^t 

-kez'. 

The second marking is that of the prevailing 
pronunciation in Walker's time, and was pre- 
ferred by Smart and Worcester. The Interna- 
tional, the Century, the Imperial, Stormonth, 
and Hunter say -koiz. 

tti'tor, not tu'-. 

twopence — tob'pens. 

This is the pronunciation of all the later au- 
thorities, except Hunter, Smart, and Worcester, 
who, with Walker, says tup'ens. 
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twaddle — tw6d'dl. 
tym-pin'ic. 

Worcester accents the first syllable, but the 
five latest authorities accent the second. 

ty'phus, not ti'pus. 
ty-po-griph'ic, or typ-o-. 

Late authorities, with a single exception — the 
Century — give the y its long-i sound. 

ty'rM'nic. 

tj^r'abii-iiy, not ty'ran-. 

tzar (for czar) — zar. 

tzarina (for czarina) — za-re'na. 

This is a remarkable instance of defeat of 
good intentions. The proper sound of cz in these 
Slavic words is that of ts^ and some English 
writers have spelled them with a Hn order to get 
them pronounced correctly; but our lexicogra- 
phers, assuming that this was merely an unmean- 
ing variation of the orthography, have inserted 
them as above with the same lazy pronunciation 
given in English to the original forms. It should 
be remembered that, as a rule, there are few or no 
entirely ineffective letters in any of the Euro- 
pean languages, the English and the French ex- 
cepted. 
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U. 

This vowel was formerly the same letter as 
the consonant v^ and the two forms were inter- 
changeable for both purposes ; and though thie 
consonant and vowel have very different uses, 
their representation came to be discriminated 
only at a comparatively recent period. 

The sound of this letter in French has no 
equivalent in English, and therefore can not be 
represented with English characters. In Ger- 
man it is sounded like double o in English ; fol- 
lowed by 6, or with two points over it (w), it is 
sounded precisely like u in French. 

tirti-ma Thu-le. 

til-ti-ma'tum, or -ma^tunL 

til-tr^-m6n'tane. 

til-u-la'tion. 

tim-bi-li'cus, or ttm-M'i-cus. 

The first is the pronunciation of the Century, 
the Imperial, the International, and Worcester ; 
the second is that of Hunter, and, if I do not err, 
of popular usage. Stormonth says um-bil'l'cus, 

umbrageous — ^ttm-bra'jlis, or -je-tts. 
ttm-brSria, not tim-ber-6ra. 
tin-^c-cSnt'ed. 
tin-as-sum'ing, not -sum'-. 
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iln-bat'ed, not bit'-. 

" With a little shuffling, you may choose 
A sword unhated. — Hamlet 

iln-civ'il, not -civ'l, n/yr -civ'til. 

uncourteous — ^11n-klir'te-tts,o/* -kort'jiis. 

tin-couth', n^t -couth'. 

unctuous — ttngkt'yu-tis. 

undaunted — ^iln-dant'ed, not -daunt'-. 

iln-der-neath', not -neath'. 

tin-der-signed'. 

undiscemed — ^tin-diz-zemd'. 

tin-ex-p6ct'ed, not -ttd. See ailment. 

ttn-fre-qu6nt'ed, not un-fre'quent-6d. 

lin-fruit'fiil, not -friit'-. 

unguent — ^ilng'gwent. 

unhandsome — ttn-hin'sum, or -hdnd'-. 

unheard^-tin-herd'. 

Webster said Un-Mrd'. 

ttn-ln'ter-est-ed. 
ttn-in'ter-est-ing. 

One of the most common of errors is the mis- 

S lacing of the accent of the verb interest and its 
erivatives. See note on interesting. 
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unison — ^yii'ne-son. 

We may say yu'ne-zon^ on the authority of 
Smart and Jameson. 

ii-nit'ed-ly, not -ttd-. 

ii-niv'o cal. 

ttn-kind'ness, not -ntis. See ailment. 

tinJearn'ed, ^'., Tiot -lemd'. 

tinmask', not -mfek'. See advance. 

1in-pr6(j'e-d6nt-ed, not -pre'ce-. 

tin-ruly. See accrue. 

unscathed — iin-skatht', or -skatht'. 

The first is the pronunciation of the Century, 
the Imperial, and of one or two others ; the second 
that of Stormonth. Worcester prefers -skatht 

tin-tune', not -tun'. 

tin-tu^tored, not -tu'-. 

unvanquished — ^tin-vtog'kwisht. 

tin-wa'ry. 

tip'most, not -mtist. 

tJ'ra-ntis. 

u-re'a, or u're-a. 

u-re'ter. 

All the later authorities, except Stormonth, 
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accent the second syllable of this word. The 
older authorities — Walker, Smart, and Worces- 
ter — accented the first. 

usage — yu'zaj, not -saj. 
usual — yu'zhu-al, not yu'zhgiL 
usurious — ^yu-zhu'ri-iis. 
u-§urp', not -surp'. 
uxorious — ttgz-6'ri-lis. 



This character represents a uniform conso- 
nant sound, and is never silent. (See U.) 

In German the letter v invariably has the 
sound of/, except in words derived from foreign 
languages ; and there is a strong movement in 
Germany in favor of substituting / for v in all 
native words. 

va'cate. 

Several orthoepists, among them Smart, the 
Imperial, and Stormonth, accent the second syl- 
lable. 

v^'gine, or vdc'gine. 

The Century and Stormonth for the first; 
Walker, Smart, Worcester, the International, 
the Imperial, and Hunter for the second. 
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" They changed their minds, 
Flew off, and into strange vagaries fell 
As they would dance." — Milton. 

vftg'i-ng,!, or v^-gi'naL 

The Century, the International, and Worces- 
ter for the first; the Imperial, Smart, Stor- 
month, and Hunter for the second pronuncia- 
tion. 

varet; in French, vAaa'. 

Walker, Smart, Worcester, the Century, the 
International, the Imperial, Stormonth, and 
Hunter say vaVet ; for vaVe there is no authority 
but unauthorized usage. 

valet de chambre (Fr.) — ^va'lfl' de 

shOng'br. 

vairlise'. 

Smart, Knowles, and Worcester would have the 
8 sounded like z^ probably because it is so sound- 
ed in the French. The reason is insuflScient. 

vdl'u-a-ble, not v^ru-bl, nor vdl'u-grbl. 

vaquero — ^va-kfi'ro. 

vanquish — ving'kwish. 

vfirl-cose. 

This is the pronunciation of the International, 
the Century, the Imperial, and Hunter. Worces- 
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ter accents the last syllable, and some of the 
others sound the a long. 

va'ri-e-gate, not vgrri'-. 

va'ri-e-gat-ed. 

va'ri-o-loid, not Y&v'y. 

Smart, Stormonth, and the Imperial accent 
the second syllable. The Century, the Interna- 
tional, and Worcester accent the first. 

va-ri-o'rum. 

vase. 

For the pronunciation vdz^ in imitation of the 
French sound — more frequently heard in Eng- 
land than with us — there is little authority ; nor 
is there authority for vaioz^ which was only per- 
mitted by Jameson. The pronunciation we give 
is unquestionably the most rational and the most 
euphonious, especially in the plural. It is the 
pronunciation preferred by the International, 
the Century, and the Imperial. 
" I have a pretty fancy for bric-d-brac and an- 
tique vases ; 
Know how to carve a cabinet and make books 
on the races." 
" Fair dewy roses brush against our faces. 
And flowering laurels spring from diamond 
vases." — Keats, 

" There heroes' wits are kept in ponderous vases, 
And beaux in snuffboxes and tweezer cases." 

— Pope. 
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" A pure, transparent, pale, yet radiant face, 
Lite to a lighted alabaster vase." — Byron. 

" Grave me a cup with brilliant grace, 
Deep as the rich and holy vase." — Moore. 

" From the maddening crowd they stood apart, 
The maidens four and the work of art ; 

" And none might tell from sight alone 
In which had culture ripest grown : 

" The Gotham Million fair to see, 
The Philadelphia pedigree, 

" The Boston mind of azure hue. 
Or the soulful soul from Kalamazoo ; 

" For all loved Art in a seemly way. 
With an earnest soul and a capital A. 

" Long they worshipped ; but no one broke 
The sacred stillness, until up spoke 

" The Western one from the nameless place, 
Who blushing said, ' What a lovely vace ! ' 

" Over three faces a sad smile flew, 
And they edged away from Kalamazoo. 

" But Gotham's haughty soul was stirred 
To crush the stranger with one small word. 

" Deftly hiding reproof in praise. 
She cries, ' 'Tis, indeed, a lovely vaze ! ' 

" But brief her unworthy triumph, when 
The lofty one from the home of Penn, 
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" With the consciousness of two grandpapas, 
Exclaims, * It is quite a lovely vahs ! ' 

" And glancing round with an anxious thrill, 
Awaits the word of Beacon Hill. 

" But the Boston maid smiles courteouslee, 
And gently murmurs ' Oh, pardon me ; 

" * I did not catch your last remark, because 
I was so entranced with that charming vaws I ' " 
— James Jeffrey Roche. 

vaunt, or vaunt. 

The first marking is the International's and 
the Century's ; the second the Imperial's, Walk- 
er's, Worcester's, Stormonth's, Smart's, and Hun- 
ter's. 

Veda — va'da, or ve'da. 

ve'he-mSnce, not ve-he'mence. 

ve'he-mSnt, not ve-he'ment. 

vgl'vet, not -vit. 

v6n-due', not -du'. 

Venezuela — v6n-e-zwe'la, or -zwa'la. 

venial, or ve'ni-al. See bestial. 

venison — v6n'zn, or v6n'e-zn. 

This word is rarely pronounced in three syl- 
lables. The Century, the Imperial, Stormonth, 
Worcester, and Walker make but two syllables 
of it. 
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vgn-tri-lo'qui-^L 

venue — vSn'yu, not ve'nu. 

veracious — ve-ra'shus, not -rfeh'us. 

verb. See advertisement, 

ver-bose', not -boz'. 

ver'di-gris, not -gris. 

verdure — ^verd'yur, or -yur. 

vermicelli — ^ver-me-sfel'e, or -chsre. 

The first pronunciation is English, and great- 
ly to be preferred. It is authorized by the 
Century and Hunter only. Walker, Smart, 
Worcester, Stormonth, the International, and 
the Imperial would have us say -cMl'e. , 

vermilion — ^ver-mil'yun, n^t -mire-un. 

version — ver'shun, not -zhun. 

And so all its compounds ; animad-, in-, per-, 
retro-, re-, sub-, and so on. 

ver^ti-go. 

One can, without putting one's self to much 
trouble, find authority for pronouncing this word 
in four or five different ways. But the way given 
here is the way that should, does, and will pre- 
vail. The Century, the Imperial, Stormonth, 
Walker, and Smart accent the second syllable ; 
the International, Worcester, and Hunter the 
first. 
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vSs'sel, not vSs'L 

vesture — ^vfest'yur. 

vSt'er-i-na-ry, not v6t'ri-na-ry. 

Vibert — ve'bar'. 

vi'ce ver'sa. 

vig'i-nage. 

vig'i-nal, m* vi-ci'nal. 

vi-cis'si-tiide. See adduce. 

vic'to-ry, not vic'tiy. 

victuals — ^vlt'tlz. 

" This corruption, like most others, has ter- 
minated in the generation of a new word ; for no 
solemnity will allow of pronouncing this word as 
it is written. Victuals appeared to Swift so con- 
trary to the real sound, that, in some of his man- 
uscript remarks, he spells the word vittles" — 
Walker. 

vi^i6ri-c6t (L.). 

vignette — vin-ySt'. 

villain — vil'lin, not villttn. 

vin'di-ca-tive, or vin-dic'a-tlve. 

I purposely let the a take care of itself. The 
Imperial accents the third syllable ; another au- 
thority the second, which is a pronunciation 
many would prefer. It is permitted by both the 
Century and Worcester. 
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vin'di-c^-to-ry. 

Viola — ^ve-6'la, or ve'9-la. 

The first is the Italian pronunciation; the 
second Shakespeare's, in Twelfth Night 

vi'9-l6nce, not -Itince. 

vi'9-l6nt, not -liint See ailment. 

vi-o-l6n-c6ri6. 

This is the pronunciation of the Imperial, of 
Stormonth, and of popular usage, and then it is 
English. The Century, the Imperial, Worces- 
ter, and Smart prefer -cheVo. 



All the authorities give the a its long, name 
sound. 



vi-ra'go, or vi-ra'-, not -ra'-. 

All the authorities , 
und. 

Virchow — ^fer'ko. 
viiiJe— vi'ril, or vir'il. 
virtue — ^virt'yu. 

" Dr. Hill' published, in a pamphlet, a petition 
from the letters / and U to David Garrick, Esq., 
both complaining of terrible grievances imposed 
upon them by that great actor, who frequently 
banished them from their proper stations, as in 
the word virtue^ which, they said, he converted 
into vurtue ; and, in the word ungrateful^ he dis- 
placed the w, and made it ingrateful^ to the great 
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prejudice of the said letters. To this complaint 
Garrick replied in the following epigram : 

* If it is, as you say, that I've injured a letter, 
I'll change my note soon, and, I hope, for the 

better. 
May the right use of letters, as well as of men. 
Hereafter be fixed by the tongue and the pen. 
Most devoutly I wish they may both have their 

due, 
And that / may be never mistaken for ?7.' " 

— Walker. 

vir'u-lSnce, not vir'-. 

vir'u-lSnt. 

It will be observed that i in these two words 
has the sound of i in vista, 

viscount — vi'koimt. 

vig'or. 

There is but little authority for vl'zor. It is 
only permitted in the later editions of Webster. 

Vis'tu-la, not vis-tu'-. 

visual — ^vizh'u-aJ. 

vivacious — ^vi-va'shus, or vi-, not -vdsh'-. 

All the later authorities, without an excep- 
tion, sound the i long. 

vi-vipVrolis. 

vizier — viz'yer, or -yer, or vi-zer. 
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vo'ca-ble, riot v5c'ar. 

v6ra-tile, Tiot -til. 

v6l-cfi'n6, not -ca'no. 

The latter pronunciation, although etymo- 
logically correct, is so seldom heard as to sound 
pedantic. 

volume — ^vSryum. 

The Century, the Imperial, Stormonth, and 
Walker sound the u like long oo. Webster said 
vil'um. 

vo-mi'to. 
^ von (Ger.) — ftin, not v5n. 

This German monosyllable is pronounced pre- 
cisely like the English word /?m, 'except that its 
utterance is somewhat shorter or more abrupt. 
Hence we should say/ti/i (not v6n) Arnim, etc. 



w. 

This letter is a consonant (or, more correctly, 
a semi- vowel) at the beginning of a word or of a 
syllable, and when preceded by a consonant in 
the same syllable. Its combination with a pre- 
ceding a in the same syllable produces the sound 
of broad a in hall^ as in laton ; with e, a diph- 
thong sounding like long u^ as in new^ or, if pre- 
ceded by r or ^, like the u in rule — i. e., like 
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long 00 — as in creto^ yew; with o, the diph- 
thongal sound sometimes also represented by ow, 
as in town^ or that of long o (the w having no 
effect), as in glow. 

It is always silent before r in the same syl- 
lable, as in write, wring, wren, zorong, etc. ; it is 
likewise silent in the words sword, answer, two, 
toward. 

Before another vowel in the same syllable, it 
is frequently represented by u, as in languor^ 
question, etc. 

In German, w has the sound of v in English. 
It is not used in the French, Italian, Spanish, 
and Portuguese languages, its English sound 
being represented by u and ou in certain posi- 
tions. 

waft, not w&tt. See advance. 

Wagner (Ger.) — vag'ner. 

Wa-ha'beeg. 

waistcoat — wfist'kot, or wSs'kyt. 

The authorities differ greatly with regard to 
the pronunciation of this word. There is au- 
thority for sounding the o long, short, or ob- 
scure. There is comparatively little authority 
for the second marking. 

walrus — wOrrus, or waPrus. 

The Century, the Imperial, and the Interna- 
tional for the first ; Worcester, Smart, and Stor- 
month for the second. 
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wan — w5n, not wto. 

" Mr. Sheridan has given the a, in this word 
and its compounds, the same sound as in man. 
Mr. Scott and Dr. Kenrick have given both the 
sound! have given and Mr. Sheridan's, but seem 
to prefer the former by placing it first. I have 
always heard it pronounced like the first syllable 
of wan4on ; and find Mr. Nares, W. Johnston, 
and Mr. Perry have so marked it." — Walker. 

want, or w6nt. 

We have the International, the Century, 
Smart, and Worcester for the first; Walker, 
Stormonth, Hunter, and the Imperial for the 
second. 

warrior — w6r'yur, or wOr'n-ur. 

The majority of the orthoepists pronounce 
this word in three syllables. The International 
and Walker pronounce it in two, which is enough. 

wAr'y, or war'y. 

The first is Worcester's, who permits the sec- 
ond ; th^ second is Webster's, who does not per- 
mit the first. The first more nearly accords with 
present usage, and, I think, is to be preferred. 

wassail — w6s'sil. 

way-lay', or way'lay. 

In accenting the first syllable the Interna- 
tional is greatly in the minority. 
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we, or we, according to the stress it 

should receive. 

^o to Boston ; they to Chicago." 
bope to see you when we \we\ ar- 
rive ; if we \we\ do not, we \we\ shall be disap- 
pointed." 

weapon — wfip'n, not we'pn. 

Nor wSp'Sn, which is more objectionable than 
we'pn. The blunders of the precisionist are 
more than objectionable — they are offensive. 

Weber (Ger.) — va'ber. 

well, not w4l. 

Wemyss — wemz. 

wfest'ward, not -tird. 

wharf, not w6rf. 

where'fore, not wh6r'f6r. 

A goodly number of the orthoepists say whdr*- 
for^ and Smart is among them. 

wh^re-with', or -with', 
where- wlth-al'. 
whether, not w6th'-. 
which, not wich. 
while, not wile, 
whis'ky, not wis'-. 
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whole — hole, not hill. See cooper. 

whole'sale, not httl'-. 

wholly — hol'ly. 

Walker said this word should be written 
wholely, to correspond with solely. 

Wieland (Ger.) — ve'land. 
wife ; possessive^ wife's, not wives, 
wigwam — wig'wSm, or -warn. 
Winckelmann (Gen) — vlnk'el-mg,!!. 
wind, or wind. 

" These two modes of pronunciation have been 
long contending for superiority, till at last the 
former [wind] seems to have gained a complete 
victory, except in the territories of rhyme. . . . 
Mr. Sheridan tells us that Swift used to jeer 
those who pronounced wind with the i short, by 
saying, * I have a great mind to find why you 
pronounce it wind,^ A very illiberal critic re- 
torted this upon Mr. Sheridan by saying, ' If I 
may be so boold^ I should be glad to be toold 
why you pronounce it goold,'* . . . Mr. Sheridan 
and Mr. Scott give the same preference to the 
first sound of this word that I have done. Dr. 
Kenrick and Mr. Barclay give only the short 
sound. Mr. Perry joins them in this sound, but 
says in dramatic scenes it has the long one. Mr. 
Nares says it has certainly the short sound in 
common usage, but that all our best poets rhyme 
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it with mind, kind^ etc. ; and Mr. Smith observes 
that it is now the polite pronunciation, though 
against analogy." — Walker. 

wind'pipe. 

Wlnd'plpe is antiquated, and then there does 
not seem ever to have been much authority 
for it. 

Wind'gor, w win'spr. 

wlnd'ward, not -tird. 

wi§e'a-cre. 

Worcester says wi§e'a-cre^ which is one of the 
many instances in which he allows his fondness 
for obscure vowels to lead him too far. 

with, preposition^ not w^ith. 

with, or withe, a twig — with, 

Wol'sey. 

women — wim'en, n^t -fin. 

wont, verb and noun — wfint. 

won't — wont, not wfint. 

wonted — wfint'ed. 

word — werd. See advertisement. 

work — werk. 

world — werld. 

worst, verb wad adj. — werst. 
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worsted — wobst'ed, or wdbrst'ed. 

Walker, Worcester, and Smart sound the r, 
but all the later authorities drop it. 

worth — werth, Tiot wHth. 

wound — wc3bnd, Tiot wownd, which is 

antiquated. 

" The first pronunciation of this word \w6nd\ 
though generally received among the polite 
world, is certainly a capricious novelty — a nov- 
elty either generated by false criticism, to dis- 
tinguish it from the preterite of the verb to 
wind^ of which there was not the least danger 
of interference, or more probably from an affec- 
tation of the French sound of this diphthong, 
which, as in pour^ and some other words, we 
find of late to have prevailed. The stage is in 
possession of this sound, and what Swift ob- 
serves of newspapers, with respect to the intro- 
duction of TiQW and fantastical words, may be 
applied to the stage with respect to new and 
fantastical modes of pronunciation. That the 
other pronunciation was the established sound 
of the word, appears from the poets, who rhyme 
it with bounds founds ground^ and around \ and 
it is still so among the great bulk of speakers, 
who learn this sound at sphool, and are obliged 
to unlearn it again when they come into th. 
conversation of the polite world. Mr. Sheridan, 
Mr. Scott, and Mr. Elphinston adopt the first 
sound of this word, but Dr. Kenrick and W. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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Johnston the second ; Mr. Perry gives hoth, but 
prefers the first ; and though Mr. Smith, in his 
V ocabulary, has classed it with sound and founds 
he says woond is the common pronunciation. I 
am, however, of Mr. Nares's opinion, who says 
this pronunciation ought to be entirely banished. 
But where is the man bold enough to risk the 
imputation of vulgarity by such an expulsion ? " 
— Walker. Smart styles wdiind " the old-fash- 
ioned pronunciation." 

wrap — ra.p. 

" This word is often pronounced rop, rhym- 
ing with top^ even by speakers much above the 
vulgar." — Walker, " The same pronunciation is 
not uncommon in some parts of the United 
States ; yet it has no countenance from the or- 
thoepists." — Worcester. 

wrath. 

Smart, the Imperial, and Stormonth say 
rawth, and this pronunciation is very common 
in England. Walker pronounced the a like d. 

wrath'ful. 

wreath, noun — ^reth, not reth ; phiralj 

wreaths — rethz, not reths. 
wreathe, verb — ^reth. 
wrestle — ^rfis'sl. 
wrestler — r6s1 er. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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wristband — ^rist'band. 

wr6ng. See accost. 

wroth, adj. — rawtli, w r5th. 

The second marking is that of Walker and 
his contemporaries. 

Wythe rhymes with mytL 



X. 

The regular sound of this letter is like is, as 
in tax^ excuse^ etc. 

It has a soft or flat sound like gz when the 
following syllable begins with an accented vowel, 
as in exists example^ etc. It also has the sound of 
gz in some words derived from primitives that 
have that sound, when not followed by an ac- 
cented vowel, as in exemplary. 

When X begins a word it has the sound of z^ 
as in xe'hec (ze'bek), 

xS.n'the-ine — z&a\ 
Xavier — za,v'i-er. 
Xenia — ze'ni-a. 
Xeres (Sp.) — ha-r6s. 
xerophagy— ze-r6f'a-je. 
Xerxes — zerx'ez. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 6. 
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xy-lftg'rgrphy— zi-. 
xy-loi'dine — zi-. 



Y. 

This letter at the end of a word, preceded by 
a consonant, is generally pronounced short and 
indistinct like obscure e, as in many^ comely^ pol- 
icy^ etc. The exceptions are monosyllables and 
their compounds, as dry^ fly^ by, whereby , wry^ 
awry, etc. ; verbs ending in/y, as magnify, beau- 
tify, and a few othereh— for example, ^w^^Zy, mul- 
hply, reply, etc. 

The sound of y is heard in many positions 
where it is either unexpressed, or is represented 
by i or e ; as in union {yUn'yun), righteous (rif- 
yus), etc. 

yacht — ^yOt, not y&t. 
ycleped— e-M6pt', 
year, rvot yfir. 

ysik. 

" This word is often written both yelk and 
yolk. Yelk is preferred by Martin, Johnson, 
Iwares, Walker, and Webster; yolk by Bailey, 
Jameson, Eichardson, and Smart" — Worcester. 
" It is commonly pronounced, and often writ- 
ten, yolk,'''* — Johnson. " Johnson seems justly to 
have preferred the mode [yelk^ of writing and 



See Key to Prop u ncfaittop, p. 6 
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pronouncing this word as more agreeable both 
to etymology and the best usage." — Walker. 
" The old form yelk seems to have gone out of 
use." — Smart. ^^Yelk is the proper word; yolk 
is a corruption." — Webster. 

ygriow. 

Sheridan, Nares^ Scott, Jones, and Fry piro- 
nounced this word as if written yallow^ rhyming 
with tallow. 

y6s. 

Walker and several other orthoepists said yfe, 
but this pronunciation is now obsolete. 

yesterday — ^y6s'ter-da, or -dg». 
yfet, Tiot yit. 

" The e in this word is frequentlv changed by 
incorrect speakers into * ; but thougn this change 
is agreeable to the best and most established 
usage in the word yes^ in yet it is the mark ot 
incorrectness and vulgarity. 

" Dr. Kenrickis the only orthoepist who gives 
any countenance to this incorrectness, by admit- 
ting it as a second pronunciation ; but Mr. Sher- 
idan, Mr. Scott, W. Johnston, Mr. Perry, and Mr. 
Smith give the regular sound only." — Walker. 

yew— yu. ^ 

yolk — ^yok, or yolk. 

The first marking is that of nearly all the an* 

See Key to PronunciatJon, p. 6. 
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thorities, except the International, which sounds 
the I See yelk. 

y5n'der, not y6n'-, nor ytin'% 

Y6s6mi-te. 

you — ^y 11, when emphatic ; otherwise^ ye, 

not ye. 

** Ori that day, my lord, with truth I assure ye (ye). 
My sainted progenitor set up a brewery (e)." 

Here we have in ye — a perfect rhyme for the 
last syllable of brewery — ^the exact pronuncia- 
tion you when emphatic should have, pedantic 
ignorance to the contrary notwithstanding. 

" In the sentence, * Though he told you^ he 
had no right to tell yow,' the pronoun you^ hav- 
ing no distinctive emphasis, invariably falls into 
the sound of the antiquated form of this pro- 
noun — ye^ — Walker. 

your — yiir, when emphatic] otherwise, 
yur, or yer. 

In the latter case the word is pronounced pre- 
cisely like the last syllable in the word lawyer. 
" What^udgment shall I dread, doing no wrong? 
You [ye] have among you [ye] many a pur- 

cnased slave. 
Which, like your [ywr] asses and your [yur'\ 

dogs and mules,' 
You [ye\ use in abject and in slavish parts. 
Because you [yel bought them [th^m] ; shall I 
say to you [yc], 
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Let them UJi^m] be free, marry them [Wni] to 
your [y wrj heirs ? 

Why sweat they [tha] under their \tTi§r\ bur- 
dens? let their [^A^r] beds 

Be made as soft as yours [y^rz]^ let their [thdr] 



Be seasoned with such viands. You * will an- 
swer, 

The slaves are ours I So do I answer you [yu]. 

The pound of flesh which I demand of him * 

Is dearly bought, is mine, and I will have it ! 

If you * deny me [rwa], fie upon your [ywr] law ! 

There [ther\ is no force in the decrees of Ven- 
ice. * 

I stand for judgment : — ^answer : shall I have 
it?" —Shylock. 

The writer would take occasion now to say 
that he is not of opinion that the sound of the 
pronouns should always either be brought out 
distinctly and fully, or that it should be touched 
very lightly, in strict accordance with the mark- 
ings he has given, which are intended to repre- 
sent only the two extremes. Much must be left 
to the discretion of the reader, who, it is believed, 
if he takes the trouble to observe and to give the 
matter a little thought, will quickly come to the 
conclusion that nothing tends more to make one's 
delivery stilted and unnatural than the continual 
bringing out of the full name-sound of the pro- 

* Here the rhythm and not the sense lengthens the 
vowel somewhat, which accounts for the quantity of the 
sound being left unindicated. 

See Eej to Pronunciatioii, p. 8. 
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nouns, after the fashion of so man; of the would- 
be correct. 



youths. See truths. 



Z. 

This letter has the sound of soft 5 as in mazcy 
gaze^ zone. In some words, combined with a 
succeeding vowel, it has the sound of zh^ as in 
azure^ glazier^ etc. 

In German, it has the sound of ts ; in Span- 
ish, that of th as in thin^ or (in Spanish America) 
of sharp s as in sun. 

Zamacois (Sp.) — tha-ma-ko'is. 
zealot — zgrpt, not ze'lpt. 

" There are few words better confirmed by 
authority in their departure from the sound of 
their simples than this and zealotcs. If custom 
were less decided, I should certainly give my 
vote for the long sound of the diphthong ; but 
as propriety of pronunciation may be called a 
compound ratio of usage and analogy, the short 
sound must, in this case, be called the proper 
one." — Walker. 

ze'nith, or z6nith. 

" I never once called in doubt the pronuncia- 
tion of this wori till I was told that mathema- 
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ticians generally make the first syllable short 
Upon consulting our orthoepists, 1 find all who 
have the word, and who give the quantity of the 
vowels, make the e long, except Entick. ... If 
this majority were not so great and so respect- 
able, the analogy of words of this form ought to 
decide." — Walker, 

Smart, Stormonth, and Hunter mark the e 
short. For the long e we have Walker, Worces- 
• ter, the Century, the International, and the Im- 
perial. 

Zeus, not Ze'us. 

zo-di'a-cal. 

zo-6g'ra-phy. 

z6-o-l6g'i-cal, not zo-o-. 

ZQ-bl'o-gy, ^wt z6-. 

zoophyte — zo'o-fit. 

zouave — zo-ave', or zwav, 

Zunz (Ger.) — tsdbnts. 

zyg-o-nadt'ic, or zy-go-inS.t'ic. 

The International and Stormonth prefer the 
first pronunciation ; Smart, Worcester, the Cen- 
tury, the Imperial, and Hunter the second. 

See Key to Pronunciation, p. 8. 
THE END. 
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New York : D. APPLETON & CO., 7a Fifth Avenue. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



D. APPLETON ft CO/S PUBLICATIONS. 



n^HE PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STA TBS, 
1789-1894. By John Fiske, Carl Schurz, William 
E. Russell, Daniel C. Oilman, Willlui Walter 
Phelps, Robert C. Winthrop, George Bancroft, 
John Hay, and Others. Edited by Gen. James Grant 
Wilson. With 23 Steel Portraits, facsimile Letteis, and 
other Illustrations. 8vo. Cloth, $3. 5a 

" A book which every one should read over and over again . . . We" 
have ^fully run through it, and laid it down with the feeling' that some 
such book ought to find its way into every household"— AVw V ork 
Herald. 

"A monumental volume, which no American who cares for the memory 
of the public men X)f his country can afford to be wiihQut"- New J ork 
Mail and Express. 

^ " Just the sort of book that the American who wvhe» to fix in his mind 
tte varying phases of his country's history as it is woven on the warp of 
the admmistrauons will find most useful Everything is presented in a 
clear-cut way, and no pleasanter excursions into history can be found than 
a study of The Presidenu of the United States.' "^Philadet^hia Pres^, 

"A valuable addition to both our biographical and historical literature, 
and meets a want long recognized "~^<7fi^ Advertiser. 

*' So scholarly and entertaining a presidential biography has never before 
appeared in this countnr. ... It is bound to become the standaid of its 
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'HAT TO DO, A Companion to "Don't." By 
Mrs. Oliver Bell Bunce. Small iSmo, cloth, gilt, uni- 
form with Boudoir Edition of '* Don't,'* 30 cents. 

A dainty little book, containing helpful a^ practical explanations of 
social usages and rules. 

JORRORS IN THE USE OF ENGLISH. By the 
''-^ late William B. HoDesoN, LL. D., Fellow of the College 
of Preceptors, and Professor of Political Economy in the 
University of Edinbiurgh. lamo. Cloth, $1.50. 
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Nkw Volumes vk the Intbrhatiomal Bducatioh Series. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EDUCATION. By Will S. 

'^ Monroe, A. B., Department of Pedagogy and Psychology, 

State Normal School, Westfield, Mass. $3.00. 

This book will prov^ of great use to normal achook, training schools 
for teachers, and to educational lecturers and all spedal students seeking 
to acquaint themseWes with the literature of any piarticular department 
It will be of especial value to librarians in the way of asasting them tP 
answer two questions : (a) What books has tfiis library on any s^dal edu*. 
cational theme T {h) What books ought it to obtain to comjuete its collec- 
tion in that theme T 

ppROEBEVS EDUCATIONAL LAWS FOR ALL 
-^ TEACHERS, By James L. Huohes, Inspector of Schools, 
Toronto. $i.5a 
The aim of this book is to give a simple expodti<m of the most impor* 
tant principles of Froebel's educational philosophy, and to make snsgea> 
tions regarding the applioaticm of these pnndpks to the work of the wcStxA" 
room in teac&nff and training. ^ It will answer the miestion often pro* 
pounded. How mr beyond the kindergarten can FrQebd's principles be 
sucxessfiiDy api^iedt 

OCHOOL MANAGEMENT AND SCHOOL METH- 

^ ODS, By Dr. J. Baldwin, Professor of Pedagogy in the 

University of Texas ; Author of *' E^ementa^ Psychology 

and Education" and ** Psychology applied to the Art of 

Teaching." . $1.50. 

This is eminently an everyday working book for teachers; practical, 
suggestive, inspiring. It presents clearly the^ best things achieved, and 
pomts the way to better thmgs. School organization, scraool control, and 
•chool methods are studies anew frmn the standpoint of pupil betterment. 
.The teacher is led to create the ideal school, embodying all that is best in 
. school work, and stimulated to endeavor earnestly to reuix/t the ideid.. . 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF TEACHING. 
"^ By James Johonnot. Revised l>y Sarah Evans Johonnot. 

This book embodies in a compact form the results of the wide expert- 
erirce and careful reflection of an enthusiasdc teacher and school super- 
visor. Mr. Johonnot as an educational reformer helped thousands ci 
strugglinff teachers who had brought over the rural school methods into 
village school work. He made life worA living to them. His help, through 
the pages of this book, wUl aid other thousands in die same struggle to 
adopt the better methods that are possible in the graded school The 
teacher who aspires to better hi» instruction will read ^is book widi profit. 
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JAMES SULLY'S WORKS. 
STUDIES OF CHILDHOOD, 8vo. Cloth, $2.50. 

An ideal popular scientific book. These studies proceed on sound 
scientific lines in accounting for the mental manifestations of children, yet 
they require the reader to follow no labcMious train of reasoning, and the 
reader who is in search of entertainment merdy wiU find it in the quaint 
sayings and doings with which the volume aboimds. 

/CHILDREN'S WA YS, Being Selections from the Au- 
^ thor's ^* Studies of Childhood,*' and some additicmal mat- 
ter. i2mo. Cloth, $1.50. 

This work is mainlv a condensation of the author's previous book, 
" Studies of Childhood, but considerable new matter is added. The ma- 
terial thjtf Mr. Sullv supplies is the most valuable of recent contiibutidnt 
on the psychdogicai phases oi child study. 

"TREACHER'S HAND-BOOK QF PSYCHOLOGY, 
-'■ On the Basis of " Outlines of Psychology.** Abridged by 
the author for the use of Teachers, Schools, Reading Cir- 
cles, and Students generally. Fourth edition, rewritten 
and enlarged. lamo. Cloth, $1.50. 
The present edition has been cdrefuUy revised throughout, largely re- 
written, and enlarged by about fifty pages. While seeking to preserve the 
original character of the book as an introducHoH^ I have felt it necessary, 
an view of.the £sict that our best Training Colleges for Secondary Teachers 
are now making a serious study of ps^^hology, to amplify somewhat and 
bring up to date the exposition of scientific fmnciples. 1 have also touched 
upon those recent devdc^ments of ezperimentid psychology which have 
concerned themselves with the measurement of the sunpler mental processes, 
and which promise to have important educational results by supplying 
accurate tests of children's abilities."— />mM the A uthof's Pre/ace, 

QUTLINES OF PSYCHOLOGY, with Special Refer- 
^^ ence to the Theory of Education. A Tert-Book for Col- 
leges. Crown 8vo. Cloth, $3.00. 

TLLUSIONS, A Psychological Study. i2mo, 37a 
-^ pages. Cloth, $i.sa 

PESSIMISM. A History and a Criticism. Second 
•^ edition, ^vo, 470 pages and Index. Cloth, $4.oa 

"THE HUMAN MIND. A Text-Book of Psychology. 
-* Two volumes. 8vo. Cloth, $5.00. 
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YOUNG HEROES OF OUR NAVY* 

Uiilfofm Edhiofu Each, l2mo, doth, $tM. 

Reuben James. 

A Hero of the Forecastle. By Cyrus Townsend Brady, 
author of " Paul Jones." Illustrated by George Gibbs and 
others. 

The Hero of Manila. 

Dewey on the Mississippi and the Pacific By Rossiter 
Johnson. Illustrated by B. West Clinedinst and others. 

The Hero of Erie {Commodore Perry). 
By James Barnes, author of "Midshipman Farragut," 
" Commodore Bainbridge," etc. With lo hiU-page lUustra- 
tions. 

Commodore Bainbridge. 

From the Gunroom to the Quarter-deck. By James Barnes. 
Illustrated by George Gibbs and others. 

Midshipman Farragut. 

By James Barnes. Illustrated by Carlton F. Chapman. 

Decatur and Somers. 

By MbLLY Elliot Sea well. With 6 full-page Illustrations 
by J. O. Davidson and others. 

Paul Jones. 

By Molly Elliot Seawell. With 8 full-page Illustrations. 

Midshipman Paulding. 

A True Story of the War of 1812. By Molly Eluot Ska- 
well. With 6 full-page Illustrations. 

Little Jarvis. 

The Story of the Heroic Midshipman of the Frigate Con- 
stellation. By Molly Elliot Seawell. With 6 fuU-page 
Illustrations. 
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